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St Laurence Church 
Alvechurch 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
In St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Forget-me-not  Alternate Mondays at 1.30.pm in The Ark (445 3620) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07876390154) 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursday, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

Messy Church  Bimonthly on a Saturday in The Ark (445 1985) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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The Rector Writes... 

 
 
                           My dear friends 
 
On weekdays at nine o’clock I say Morning 

Prayer in the church.  It is part of my job, and 
a part that I greatly enjoy. 

 
I realise that most people cannot be in 

church on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday or Friday mornings at nine o’clock 
because they are looking after children, or 
working, or at school or, perhaps, 
housebound or incapacitated.  I have the 
privilege of offering prayers to God on their 
behalf. 

 
It is something that Church of England 

clergymen have done for generations.  It is 
said that the saintly George Herbert, who 
was Rector of Bemerton near Salisbury in the 
seventeenth century, used to toll the church 
bell every morning when he was about to say 
Morning Prayer, and those working in the 
fields would pause from their labours, 
remove their caps, and keep silent for a time, 
thus joining themselves to the prayers being 
offered in the parish church.   

 
For most of my ministry I have said 

weekday Morning Prayer in a church filled 
with the angelic host but no one else.  
However, in recent months, all that has 
changed.  A steady flow of people from the 
parish have begun joining me for the daily 
service.  It is not the same people every day.  
Some people come occasionally, some on a 
certain day in the week and others whenever 
they have a special wish to thank God for 
something in their life or seek His help. 

 

The Church of England Morning Service is a 
beautiful collection of biblical passages and 
prayers.  There are always readings from the 
Old Testament and the New Testament.  Just 
recently, the Old Testament readings have 
been about King Saul and King David, Elijah 
and Elisha – wonderful stories that are rarely 
heard these days.  The New Testament 
readings have been from the Acts of the 
Apostles and have taken us on a rollercoaster 
ride with St Paul as he travelled from place to 
place spreading the Christian gospel.  Exciting 
stuff!   

 
In addition to the set prayers, there is 

ample provision for individual requests to be 
offered to God.  We pray for the tasks facing 
us during the day, the needs of the world and 
of the Christian Church throughout the 
world.  It is a real privilege to begin the day in 
this way, worshipping God in a beautiful 
building before embarking upon our daily 
work. 

 
If you are free on a weekday morning and 

would like to join me in the church at 
9.00.am I would be delighted to welcome 
you.  But a word of warning!  As winter 
draws on, do wrap up well because, on 
weekdays, there is no heating in the church! 

 
With all best wishes 

Yours in Christ 
 
DAVID MARTIN 
 

The Daily Service 
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 Tootling Around Tardebigge 
The November Walk on SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER organized by 

Alvechurch Village Society is a Sunday afternoon peregrination 
around Tardebigge.  Starting from the car park beside the 
elegant tapering spire of Tardebigge Church at 2.30.pm, 
walkers can enjoy an autumnal walk around Tardebigge under 
the expert guidance of Andy and Anne Humphries.  Further 
details can be obtained on 0121 445 5955. 

 
Adrian Smith writes … 
The October walk around Hanbury attracted a good group of 

walkers on a splendid day. We saw some beautiful open 
countryside including the grounds of Hanbury Hall and Hanbury 
Church, with views over the Worcestershire countryside taking 
in the Malverns, the Beacon and beyond. I must say, however, 
the condition of some of the stiles we encountered were rather 
poor and difficult to get over. The area could do with a group 
like the Alvechurch Village Society Volunteer Footpath 
Maintenance Team who keep our parish paths in super 
condition in comparison. 

 

Christmas Craft Fayre 
A Grand Christmas Craft Fayre is being held in Alvechurch 

Village Hall on SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER to raise funds for the 
maintenance of the Village Hall.  The doors open at 2.00.pm 
and the Fayre continues until 4.30.pm.   

The crafts include Christmas Cards and Paper, Christmas 
Decorations, Face Painting, Christmas Gifts, Plants, 
Woodturning, Children’s’ Books, Baby Items and Clothing, 
Silver and Beaded Jewellery and Cakes. There will also be a 
Tombola, Raffle and Homemade Cake Stall.  Throughout the 
afternoon coffee, tea, hot chocolate, mince pies, sausage rolls 
and mulled wine will be on sale.  And don’t forget to post your 
letter to Santa and visit him in his grotto (at 3.00.pm).  Entrance 
to the Christmas Craft Fayre is 50p. 

 

 
Get Messy 
Messy Church is happening again on SATURDAY 10 

NOVEMBER.  The venue is The Ark and the doors are open 
from 3:30pm to 5:30pm. Do come and get messy, hear a story, 
sing songs and have tea. The theme is Advent – getting ready 
for God’s promises to be kept.  Admission free, donations 
welcome. 
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  The Silver Threads 
Pat Riley tells of a fish and chip lunch in store for members 

of the Silver Threads Club  
 

The next meeting of the Silver Threads Club is in Alvechurch 
Village Hall on WEDNESDAY 7 NOVEMBER at 1.30pm.  We 
offer an enjoyable afternoon of pleasant mixed company, 
Bingo, a raffle and refreshments.  This month we will be 
having a fish and chip lunch.  If it is your first visit and you 
would like to join us, let me know so that I can order you a 
lunch.  My telephone number is 0121 447 8630.  It will cost 
£4.00 and is well worth it.   

 

Clear-Out For Christmas 
The Friends of Crown Meadow First School ask … 

 

Is it time for a clear-out before Christmas?  Why not earn 
some money by selling your unwanted things at the Crown 
Meadow First School and Nursery Table Top Sale?  

 
The Sale is on SATURDAY 10 NOVEMBER from 10am to 
12noon at the school. Tables are available at £10, with all 
proceeds going to the Friends of Crown Meadow, in support 
of the school. Please ring Kate on 07759 160 675 or email  
friendsofcrownmeadow@gmail.com, to book your table.  

 

Remembrance Sunday  

This year, Remembrance Sunday falls on SUNDAY 11 
NOVEMBER.  The traditional Remembrance Sunday Service in 
the parish church and the Two Minute Silence on the Village 
Green will be combined. 

 

At 10.55.am members of the Ex-Services Association, the 
Church Choir, pupils of Alvechurch CE Middle School and civic 
leaders will gather on the Village Green for the recitation of 
the names of those from the parish of Alvechurch who fell in 
two World Wars.  This will be followed by a Two Minute 
Silence, Last Post and Reveille. 

 

The choir will then lead the way up 
Church Walk to the parish church for a 
Remembrance Day Service that will include 
the hymns O God our help in ages past and 
Be still, my soul.  The Offertory will go to 
the Royal British Legion to assist its work 
with ex-servicemen and women. 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

Who Invented The Christmas Card? 
 Members of Alvechurch Historical Society recently learnt the 

origins of Christmas Cards, as Margaret Gardner explains. 
 
We had a good turnout for our two Open Days in September, 

which was very pleasing. 
 
Our speaker at the October meeting was Mr Townsend who 

told us how the first Christmas Card was sent.   
 
Sir Rowland Hill took over the running of the Post Office in 

1837. It was not making money.  Up until then, the person 
receiving a letter had to pay for it. If the letter had travelled 
several miles it was quite expensive and in many cases the 
receiver sent it away and said they could not afford to pay for 
it. In 1840 Sir Rowland Hill had the idea of selling a small 
square of paper to be attached to the envelope by the sender. 
And so the Penny Black stamp came into existence.  If a letter 
was slightly heavier it cost two-pence.  

 
In 1843 a Mr Henry Cole had been so busy in his business 

that he had not had time to visit his friends and family before 
Christmas  and so he decided to send post cards with a flower 
design on them plus a few words and his name. He wished 
everyone a happy Christmas and signed his name.  He stuck a 
penny stamp on each one and sent them via the postal service.  

 
A publisher thought this was a good idea and so produced a 

thousand such cards the next Christmas. They gradually caught 
on and the modern Christmas Card was born. 

 
Mr Townsend showed us many slides of early cards and told 

us about many Christmas customs. It was a very good talk.   
 
The speaker at our next meeting on MONDAY 5 NOVEMBER 

is Mr Ray Aspden who will be telling the story of the Mercian 
Hoard. Do come and join us. There is plenty of parking space 
behind the Catholic church, with their kind permission. 

 

Rowney Green Horticultural Society 

The Annual General Meeting of the Rowney Green 
Horticultural Society is being held in the Peace Hall on 
THURSDAY 8 NOVEMBER at 7.45pm. 

 
The Christmas Party is on Saturday 8 December and booking 

forms for this will be available at the AGM. 
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Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 

 

 

 

 

Rites Of Passage 
Pam Horsfield tells of a cornucopia of events for members of 

Alvechurch Women’s Institute. 
 

Members of Alvechurch WI met and enjoyed themselves at 
their October meeting despite the chilly weather and darker 
nights. Christine Grainger welcomed members and visitors and 
thanked Jill Woolley for the lovely autumn flower 
arrangement. 

 

Both our WI and the Worcestershire Federation have 
ensured there are plenty of places to visit at the moment. 

 

 Four of our members had been to the Worcester Rugby Club 
to hear Mary Berry speak. She was lovely! After an excellent 
lunch, Andrew Lloyd arranged colourful and dramatic flower 
displays which were then raffled. We saw members struggling 
across the car park wondering in which part of their cars the 
flowers would fit or whether they should leave a passenger 
behind! 

 

Several of our members are looking forward to joining 
Hillside @ Alvechurch for a Group Meeting at Rowney Green 
Peace Hall. Many are going to the Annual Council Meeting in 
Malvern on 31st October and twenty members are booked to 
go on the Christmas Shopping Trip to Bath in November. Our 
own Christmas Party tickets are also on sale and selling well as 
the meal and entertainment are popular. 

 

Our speaker for the evening was John Yates talking on 
Hatches, Matches and Dispatches. He was very interesting - so 
much so, that we were asked by some to book him again for 
next year. 

 

He gave us the background to the first civil registration in 
1837 and then showed us copies of records relating to births, 
marriages and deaths. Some were of famous people; some 
were immensely sad and some very amusing. The 
presentation, with photos of people and even cartoons, helped 
make the information very enjoyable.  

I gave the vote of thanks and then we had a good time 
chatting with friends and having a drink and biscuits. 

 

Next month Diane Cook from Tardibigge will be talking on 
The History of Vintage China which will remind us of the lovely 
Jubilee Tea Party she arranged for us in June. 

If you're interested in visiting us to see if you like our WI, do 
come along on the second Monday of the month at 7.30pm to 
Alvechurch Village Hall or ring us on 0121 445  4957  or 0121 
445 4631. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

November Specialties 

The Ark Café continues to serve excellent food at very 
reasonable prices every Thursday during November.  If you 
have yet to sample the fare, why not come along at 12.15.pm 
and give yourself a treat? 

 
The menu for November is: 
 
November 8 Leaping Salmon in Watercress Sauce 
November 15 Succulent Roast Lamb 
November 22 Somerset Chicken 
November 29 Glazed Gammon 
 
The Christmas Lunches on December 6 and 13 are Ticket 

Only events.  Tickets cost £12 and are available each Thursday 
at The Cafe or from Ian Price telephone 0121 447 7955 in The 
Ark Office from 9.00.am until 1.00.pm, Monday to Friday. 

 

Candlelight Concert 
Elizabeth Waters looks forward to the next Midland Sinfonia 

Concert. 
 
The next concert by The Midland 

is on Saturday 1 December, in St. 
Laurence Church, Alvechurch 
beginning at 7.30.pm and is a 
candlelit concert. 

 

Last year’s guest conductor, Daniele Rosina, is once again 
presenting this popular evening for us. 

 
We will enjoy some gorgeous music including works by Elgar, 

Delius, Mozart and Purcell complimented by beautiful 
candlelight in the splendid setting of St. Lawrence church.  An 
atmosphere to lead us gently into the Christmas season! 

 
This concert is always very popular so we do encourage you 

to get your tickets in advance.  They can be obtained from The 
Village Green Grocer or by contacting 
marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk or by phoning  0121 447 7040 
or 07889 147861.  Tickets on the door are £13 with F/T 
students and registered unemployed £5 and children, 
accompanied by an adult, free 

 
 

mailto:marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk
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The Blood Donor 
Blood donors are urgently needed to replenish stocks of 

blood used in life-saving surgical operations.  It you are aged 
between18 and 60, why not donate a pint of blood to help 
someone in need? 

 
The Blood Donor Service will be at The Ark on THURSDAY 1 

NOVEMBER from 1.30.pm onwards.  Your blood could save a 
life. 

 

All  Souls 
The annual All Souls’ Tide Service, at which those who have 

recently died are remembered by name, is taking place in St 
Laurence Church on SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER at 11.00.am. 
Invitations have been sent to those who have experienced a 
bereavement during the past twelve months, but, if anyone 
has inadvertently been omitted, please contact The Rector as 
soon as possible. 

 

27 Years Old 

This month, the Family Service at St Laurence Church 
celebrates its twenty-seventh anniversary.  Started in 1987 by 
the Revd Alan Hayward, the service has provided a means for 
families with young children to worship together on a Sunday 
for nearly three decades 

 
To celebrate the twenty-seventh anniversary there will be a 

special service at 9.30.am on SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER. Past, 
present and future members of the Family Service are 
cordially invited to join in the celebrations. 

 

Tiny Tots 
This month’s Tiny Tots Service for the very young and their 

parents is on THURSDAY 22 NOVEMBER at 10.15.am on the 
carpet in the church. 

 
A warm welcome awaits parents 

with pre-school children.  The service 
lasts twenty minutes and contains a 
story, some songs and a prayer.  

 
 
Entrance to the church is via The Ark. 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
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 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

Full Steam Ahead 

 
 
 
 
 
The second Railway Exhibition of the year, combined with a 

Table Top Sale, will be taking place in St Laurence Church on 
SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER from 10.30.am to 3.00.pm 

 

There will be five railway layouts on display together with a 
Table Top Sale.  Refreshments will be available in The Ark. 

 

The proceeds of the event will go towards the Bell 
Restoration Fund.  Even though the bells have been rehung in 
the tower and now ring out over the parish, there are still 
additional items that need attention, including soundproofing 
the floor between the bells and the ringing chamber. 

 

Anyone wishing to have a Table at the Table Top Sale, at a 
cost of £5, should contact Karen on 0121 445 4980. 

 

Any item that can be sold in aid of the Bell Restoration Fund – 
such as jigsaws, bric-a-brac, old trains, buses or Meccano - can 
be passed to any bellringer or to David Richmond on 0121 445 
3569. 

 

Farmers, Fountains And Festivals 
Jill Woolley writes about past and future events for St 

Laurence Women’s Fellowship. 
 

The September meeting of the St Laurence Women’s 
Fellowship was well-attended and we welcomed two visitors. 
 

Simon Beckett of Beckett’s Farms, gave an interesting and 
humorous talk about the family business and its various 
enterprises. We look forward to our Musical Afternoon with 
Colin Bull on 24 October. 

 

At our meeting on WEDNESDAY 28 NOVEMBER we welcome 
Derek Clark who will tell us about the Perseus and Andromeda 
fountains at Witley Court. 

 

Because of a double booking at the Tanyard Centre, we have 
had to move our Christmas Celebrations to 19 December, 
rather than 12 December as planned.  Mike and Pat Hudbury 
will welcome us to a Victorian Family Christmas Party. 

All our meetings are held in the Tanyard Community Centre 
at 2.00.pm.  Come and join us for an afternoon of friendly 
fellowship. 
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The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

Fostering A Child 

New Life Fostering Agency is an independent fostering 
agency that provides fostering services for looked-after 
children and young people. New Life is currently recruiting 
Foster Carers.  

 
If you have the passion, time, dedication and a spare room to 

offer a young person, please contact our office on 0121 359 
8811.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

News From The Tower 

Geoff Franklin pens a quick report this month on     
fundraising for the Bell Fund.  

 
We're having a small stand at the Railway Exhibition on 17th 

November and then something larger at our Christmas Coffee 
Morning on 8th December. The Railway Exhibition is in St 
Laurence but we'll be moving to the Baptist Hall for the 
Christmas event.  

 
This will follow much the same pattern as previous years, 

serving coffee and cakes from ten until one and giving you 
somewhere to relax in the middle of the shopping. More 
details in the December Grapevine. 

 
The only event to report in the past month was Irene's coffee 

morning which was very successful and raised £260 for the bell 
fund. We'd like to thank her for all the work she put into it and 
thank all her supporters for their contribution to the 
restoration project.  
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Keeping Faith 
In his third and final article on the Christian 

Faith, Dick Russell, who this year celebrates fifty 
years as a Church of England Lay Minister 
(Reader), writes about being part of the 
Christian Church. 

 
I have many times heard people say, "I can be 

a good Christian without 'going to church'. 
The standard answer begins, apparently, 

"Yes, you can, but   ........." 
 
I think this is a poor way of beginning an 

answer. To be 'faithful' to Jesus means that 
one’s individuality, such as it is, has also 
become part of a wider collective, called 
'Church'.  You have become integrated into 
something that St Paul likens to a human body.  
This body can't function properly without you. 
You are, by definition, part of its bloodstream, 
One doesn't 'go to church’, one is 'part of the 
Church'.  Jesus' body was 'broken', by people 
who were inheritors of a 'covenant' with God, 
yet who did not recognize the presence of the 
Messiah who was destined to be the means by 
which that covenant was to be fulfilled. All 
nations were destined to be brought into the 
'light of his saving grace' as an outcome of what 
we call the Old Covenant. Following Jesus’ 
death, resurrection and ascension the New 
Covenant, or Gospel, was inaugurated, and 
Jesus' new and transformed body can now only 
become an effective body on Earth through the 
faithfulness of the Church.   

   
As 'Church' we have to be 'wired in' to God's 

will for us.  We need a 'live current' running 
through us as Church. That current is God's 
Spirit, and we experience it through the 
Church's corporate life, which is centred on 
corporate worship. We can discover our faults, 
recognizing our purpose, as we do so, enabling 
the whole body of Christ which surrounds us to 
work together for good, and allowing Christ to 
achieve God's purposes in his name.   

 

Quite small children, in my experience, when 
asked to write a prayer of intercession for some 
cause or other, soon cotton-on to the idea that 
such prayers so often end with the phrase, 
"through Jesus Christ our Lord," and with the 
expectation that all present will answer, 
"Amen". These purposes are achievable 
through our love for him and of one another.  
That is what the 'Kingdom', as used in Jesus' 
teaching, is:  Heaven, like Church,  is not just 
what we 'go to', rather it is what we are 
supposed to be experiencing already on earth, 
by offering ourselves as stones that become 
the building-blocks of eternity. Heaven exists 
outside the so called 'Space/Time Continuum' 
which is attributed to the universe by modern 
astronomy and mathematics;  yet, by God's 
Spirit, it can come among us here and now, 
through the keeping of faith by those who try 
both to love God, and also their neighbours as 
themselves, as demanded of us by Jesus.  

 
The church we experience in our land today, 

(and elsewhere where falling attendance is 
being experienced), is being weakened by 
those who imagine that there is any meaning in 
being what they believe to be Christian, and yet 
who are not involved in the evangelistic 
covenant-call of Jesus in and through Church.  
The apostle whom we meet first as Simon was 
called by Jesus to 'feed His sheep', to be the 
founder of 'His Church'.  Jesus changed his 
name to Peter, (or Cephas), meaning rock or 
stone, for the reason I have outlined above, 
and it is within that fold that we are intended 
to be. 

 
Are you within it? 
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Socceroos At The Ark 
Socceroos is offering experienced and 

qualified football coaching to the new 
generation of young footballers in the 
Alvechurch area. Two-and-a-half-year-olds 
to six-year-olds are welcome to The Ark for an 
induction into football.  
 
Sessions are fun-based and aim to provide your 
children with a confidence and belief in 
themselves as they grow up. Basic skills are 
learned and fun games are played so your child 
has a brilliant football experience. 
 
There will be an award for the sessions 'player 
of the day'      

  
Boys and girls between the ages of two-and-a-

half and six-years-old are invited to a free, 
introductory session on THURSDAY 8 
NOVEMBER  The timetable below will apply: 

  
5.00pm - 6.00pm:  Children from two-and-a -

alf to four-years-old; 
6.00pm - 7.00pm:  Children from four to six-

years old. 
  
These will be followed by a six-week course 

on each Thursday, commencing on 15th 
November, at the same times as those listed 
above.  The cost for each child will be £4.00 per 
session or £20.00 for the full, six-week course. 
 
To book Contact David Phelan:  
Phone - 07867487807  
Email - pandesports@gmail.com 

  

All Hallows   
Gemma Simmons writes … 
 
There will be an All Hallows  Celebration at 

10.30am on SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER directly 
after the Family Service in St Laurence Church. 
This will take place upstairs in The Ark. It is for 
children and their families, and will celebrate 
this special time of the year. 

 
There will be games, crafts and music; as well 

as refreshments and treats for the children.  
 
All are welcome. Please contact me, Gemma 

Simmons on 0121 445 5889, if you would like 
any further details. 

 

Book Your Party At The Ark 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A VENUE FOR YOUR 

CHRISTMAS PARTY? 

Works’ Parties 
Family Parties 

Children’s Parties 
 
THE ARK is the ideal venue for all your 

Christmas celebrations. 
 
We offer a very flexible service around what 

you, the client, wants. Catering also available. 
 
To book the Ark or to discuss your party 

requirements contact: Ian Price (Parish 
Administrator & Event Organiser), The Ark, St 
Laurence Church, School Lane, Alvechurch, 
Worcestershire, B48 7SB 

 
Telephone: 0121 447 7955 (9am - 1pm) 
E-mail – thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk  
Website – www.thearkalvechurch.co.uk   
 

mailto:pandesports@gmail.com
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Burglary In Rowney Green 

Police are appealing for witnesses and 
information following a burglary in Rowney 
Green, Birmingham on Monday, 8 October. 

It happened between 6.20am and 6pm at a 
home in Gravel Pit Lane. 

 

Thieves entered the house and stole a 50 inch 
LCD LG TV worth £500, a Panasonic Lumix 
digital camera worth £190 and an Apple 
MacBook laptop. PC Mark Lazenby from West 
Mercia Police said: "Rowney Green is quite a 
rural area so any suspicious activity such as cars 
parked in unusual circumstances may stick in 
someone's mind.  "If anyone is offered a TV, 
camera or laptop for sale similar to the ones 
stolen and is unsure if it has come from a 
legitimate source we would urge them to call us 
as soon as possible." West Mercia Police 
launched their new forcewide initiative ‘Citadel' 
last month which is aimed at driving down the 
number of burglaries committed in the force’s 
area. It will involve the deployment of a range 
of operational tactics to catch burglars and a 
targeted crime prevention advice campaign.  

 

Residents are reminded to lock their homes at 
all times, not to leave windows open when they 
are out, or leave keys where they can be easily 
reached by thieves. 

 

More crime prevention advice can be found 
on the force website at 
www.westmercia.police.uk under the advice 
centre section. Witnesses or anyone with 
information about the burglary should contact 
PC Lazenby at Bromsgrove Police Station on the 
non-emergency number 101, quoting incident 
541-S-081012, or ring the independent charity 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111.  

 

Remembering 
Arthur Pearsall recalls an act of remembrance 

in August and forthcoming acts of remembrance 
this month, plus a day at the seaside ... and 
every lady’s dream. 

 

Members met as usual at the Memorial Green 
on a very wet Tuesday 15 August to celebrate 

the end of World War Two which came about 
with the defeat of the Japanese and the 
declaration of VJ Day in 1945.  It is a day the 
older generation will always remember but 
which, sadly, has already passed into history. 

 

We were reminded by our Secretary that the 
period between VE Day (8 May) and VJ Day (15 
August) saw some of the most fierce fighting, 
resulting in more than 50,000 casualties to 
Commonwealth Forces.  We shall remember 
them.   

 

Our grateful thanks are extended to the ladies 
of the W.I. and the members of the Parish 
Council who ensured the Green looked perfect 
for the occasion.  We much appreciate the work 
done, not only for special events but 
throughout the year. 

 

We will again be at the Memorial Green on 
Remembrance SUNDAY 11 NOVEMBER for the 
11.00.am Silence followed by the church service 
in St Laurence Church.  Bear Hill will be closed 
to through traffic and so parking for the not-so-
nimble will be possible adjacent to the Green. 

 

Members will also gather at Rowney Green on 
FRIDAY 9 NOVEMBER to remember the 
Wellington Bomber that crashed on this day in 
1943 with the loss of five young Canadian 
Airmen.  Members of the family of one of the 
Airmen will also be attending.  We are hoping 
for reasonable weather to help make them 
welcome!  The gathering is at 10.50Hrs. 

 

The last summer trip took place on Tuesday 
11 September with the annual seaside event – 
this year to Weston-super-Mare.  The weather 
was excellent, the location perfect – (level with 
no hills!) – the coach and driver great, the music 
on the way home super, and the singing …..! 

 

We are having a Christmas Shopping Trip to 
Swindon on WEDNESDAY 21 NOVEMBER mainly 
for our ladies to get our Christmas presents at 
the fantastic shopping Centre there.  Seats may 
still be available via Auriel on 0121 445 2395 at 
a very reasonable £10. 
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Obituary 
 

JONATHAN LEE BORDER 
 

A Rowney Green man, who knew from 
childhood that he wanted to work with farm 
machinery, died at the end of September at the 
age of 53. 

 
Jonathan Lee Border was the youngest of 

three sons born to June and the late John 
Border of Rowney Green.  He is survived by his 
mother and two brothers, Mark and Julian. 

 
As a young boy he would stand at the bottom 

of his garden and watch farmers at work on 
their tractors in the fields.  He struck up a 
friendship with Mr Hooper, a Rowney Green 
farmer, and picked his brains to learn all he 
could about farming.   

 
Upon leaving school he went to college and 

trained as an agricultural engineer.  His first job 
was at Murleys of Stourport and then he 
transferred to Trucks and Tractors of 
Bromsgrove.  In 1972 he established his own 
agricultural engineering business.  He soon built 
up a large clientele extending his business as far 
as Devon and Cornwall.  He was known for his 
reliability and dependability. 

 
He moved from Rowney Green to Oakenshaw 

Redditch where he pursued his other interest in 
life - collecting classic motorbikes. 

 
He will be remembered as a loyal, hard-

working, conscientious and loving man who 
battled with health problems for twenty-three 
years before finally being overwhelmed by 
them 

 
His funeral was held at St Laurence Church on 

Thursday 4 October.  The hymns sung were Lord 
of all hopefulness and Dear Lord and Father of 
mankind.  The service was followed by 
committal at Redditch Crematorium. 

 

 

BERNARD ALEXANDER BICK 
 

A former Chairman of Alvechurch Football 
Club who recently moved into The Lawns 
Residential Home, died on 25 September at the 
age of 97. 

 
Bernard Alexander Bick was one of two sons 

born at Alton, Solihull at the beginning of the 
twentieth century. His brother, Gilbert, 
predeceased him. 

 
In 1939 he married Margaret and their 

marriage spanned seventy-three years.  He was 
the father of Rosemary, grandfather to four 
grandchildren – Nicola, Joanne, David and 
Richard – and great-grandfather to Grace, 
Jasmine, Matthew, Poppy, Darci and Sienna. 

 
After leaving Kings Norton Grammar School 

he commenced employment with Cadburys and 
worked his way up to become Senior Industrial 
Engineer.  He completed forty-four years 
employment with Cadburys. 

 
During the war he worked for Helliwells 

Aircraft Factory on Lancaster bombers.  He also 
served as a Special Constable. 

 
He lived in Kings Norton for forty-six years 

before moving to Churchill North in 1979.  He 
was a keen sportsman, excelling at cycling, 
football and hockey.  He was Chairman of 
Alvechurch Football Club in the early 1960s.  His 
other interests were gardening, walking and 
playing Solo. 

 
He will be remembered as an essentially 

private person who was faithful, reliable, 
punctual, determined and upright. 

 
His funeral was held at Redditch Crematorium 

on Thursday 11 October.  His granddaughter 
Joanne paid tribute to her grandfather, quoting 
from the autobiography he had written.  The 
hymns sung were Morning has broken and All 
things bright and beautiful. 
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IRENE BERYL PERRY 
 

A lady, who showed exemplary compassion in 
caring for her mentally-handicapped daughter 
and her sister, spent the last five months of her 
life at Hopwood Court Retirement Home and 
died on 5 October at the age of 82. 

 
Irene Beryl Perry was one of six children born 

into a family at Borsall Heath.  Only her sisters 
June and Jean and her brother Stanley remain. 

 
In 1949 she married Robert Perry and they 

shared sixty-three years together.  She was the 
mother of four children.  Her first child, Lynda 
was born with brain damage.  She cared for her 
for fifty-five years prior to Lynda’s death.  Her 
other children were Julie, Roger and Maria.  She 
had six grandchildren – James, Nigel, Nicky, 
Jack, Harry and Tom – and two great-
grandchildren – Riley and Owen. 

 
After leaving school she worked as a 

Shorthand Typist for Lucas Electrical.  Then 
followed  time as a cinema usherette and a 
Dinner Lady at Coppice Middle School. 

 
She lived for six years in Dovedale Avenue, 

Shirley in a house that her husband helped 
build.  But in 1960 she moved to Rubery where 
she has lived for the past fifty-two years.  She 
was a member of the North Worcestershire Golf 
Club and the Triplex Bowling and Bridge Clubs. 

 
She will be remembered as a caring and 
compassionate person who was calm, gentle, 
kind, loving and caring. 

 
Her funeral was held at Redditch 

Crematorium on Monday 15 October and the 
hymns sung were Dear Lord and Father of 
mankind and William Blake’s Jerusalem. 

 

FREDERICK CHRISTOPHER SHELLEY 
 

A man who published an autobiography of his 
early life and built up an engineering company 
that employed 120 people, died at The Leys 

Residential Home on 26 September at the age 
of 96. 

 
Frederick Christopher Shelley was one of two 

sons born into a family in Guildford.  His brother 
Victor died at the age of 16 and he graphically 
described the trauma of this in his 
autobiography A Grain of Sand.   

 
He married Eileen in 1940 and they shared 

fifty-four years together before her death in 
1994.  He was the father of three children – 
Bobby (who predeceased him), David and 
Patricia – and grandfather to nine: Kathryn, 
David, Edward, Jack, Stuart, Rebecca, Hannah, 
Christopher and Ruth. 

 
During the Second World War he worked as a 

draughtsman on the production of Spitfire 
aircraft.  He transferred to the Bristol Aircraft 
Company where he developed sand-filters for 
desert aircraft.  He also acted as a Fire Warden. 

 
After the war, he established his own 

business: Kings Heath Engineering, which 
employed 120 people at its zenith.  When the 
company closed, he moved to North Wales and 
worked for the North Wales Engineer Training 
Board, recruiting new apprentices for the 
industry. 

 
He had many homes during his lifetime: 

Birmingham, Abergelly, North Wales, Kings 
Norton, Alcester, Bromsgrove and, for the last 
four years, The Leas, Old Birmingham Road.  He 
was a member of Gay Hill Golf Club and 
Abergelly Golf Club.  He was a lifelong 
Freemason and belonged to numerous masonic 
lodges. 

 
He will be remembered as a direct and 

forthright man, who overcame the setbacks of 
life largely due to his strong Christian faith. 

 
His funeral was held at Redditch Crematorium 

on Monday 15 October.  The hymns sung were 
The king of love my shepherd is, God be in my 
head and William Blake’s Jerusalem. 
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RUTH DESMA BONNY 
 

A lady who was born in Suffolk but lived for 
the last twelve years of her life in Rowney 
Green died on 2 October at the age of 92. 

 
Ruth Desma Bonny was an only child born in 

Wickham Market, Suffolk in 1920.  After 
attending Hengrove School she trained to 
become a Red Cross Nurse.  During the Second 
World War she worked at Silbury Military 
Hospital caring for wounded soldiers. 

 
In 1942 she married Roy Bonny and they 

shared sixty-four years together before his 
death in 2006.  She was the mother of 
Rosemary and grandmother to Louise and 
Laura. 

 
She had a number of homes during her life, 

including Maidenhead, Kings Lynn and 
Wisbeach in Cambridgeshire.  During the 
twenty years she lived at Wisbeach she helped 
run The Bluebird Club for those who were 
mentally impaired.  Throughout this time she 
kept an open house and welcomed all who 
entered.  From Wisbeach she moved to 
Burnham on Sea and then to Redditch before 
finally joining her daughter Rosemary at Alpine 
Lodge Farm, Rowney Green. 

 
She will be remembered as a cheerful, quick-

witted and hardworking person.  She always 
had time for other people, and her listening ear 
won her the sobriquet Dr Bonny. 

 
Her funeral was held at Redditch 

Crematorium on Tuesday 16 October and the 
hymns sung were All things bright and beautiful 
and Love divine all loves excelling.  Her 
cremated remains were later laid to rest in the 
churchyard. 

 

GILBERT EDWINS 
 

A man who survived the horrors of the 
notorious Stalaag D Concentration Camp during 
the Second World War and lived to be ninety-

one, died on 10 October at his son’s home in 
The Gaunts. 

 
Gilbert Edwins was one of three children born 

in Great Orme, near Alcester.  Only his brother 
Dennis survives. 

 
During the Second World War he enlisted in 

the Worcestershire Regiment and saw active 
service in France.  He was a Company Runner 
and was captured by the Germans and 
incarcerated in the Stalaag D Concentration 
Camp.  He survived and, in 1945, married Joyce 
and set up home in a Nissan Hut in Studley.  
Their marriage spanned forty years until Joyce’s 
death in 1985. 

 
He was the father of two children – Christiane 

and David – grandfather to four – Lorraine, 
Andrew, Michael (who predeceased him) and 
Paul –and great-grandfather to four great-
grandchildren. 

 
He worked for a time as a railway signalman 

in the Studley Signal Box; but most of his 
working life was spent at Terry’s Springs in 
Redditch where he worked as a dab-maker. 

 
His homes included Washford Mill Cottages 

and Green Close Studley.  But, in 1997, he 
moved to Alvechurch to live with his son and 
daughter-in-law in The Gaunts. 

 
He will be remembered as a quiet man, who 

was hardworking and thoughtful and possessed 
all the good qualities of a countryman. 

 
His funeral was held in St Laurence Church on 

Friday 19 October and the hymns sung were 
The Lord’s my shepherd and All things bright 
and beautiful. 
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From the Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 
 
October 4 Jonathan Lee Border   aged 53 
October 11 Bernard Alexander Bick  aged 97 
October 15 Irene Beryl Perry   aged 82 
October 15 Frederick Christopher Shelley  aged 96 
October 16 Ruth Desma Bonny   aged 92 
October 19 Gilbert Edwins   aged 91  

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 

September 23 Lucy Melissa Seren Johns Station Road 
  Hannes Darren Farmer Radford Road 

Flowers 

Rota for November 2012     

 4
th

 November 11
th

 November 18
th

 November 25
th

 November 

Sanctuary Virginia Davis Remembrance   

Lady Chapel Virginia Davis Remembrance   

In Memory of Mr G Catley    

 

Marriages 
Those whom God has joined together 
 

 
October 13  Ian Chadderton and Nicola Geddes 

Ann Thurrell writes … 
I must thank my great team of flower arrangers who made such a fantastic display in the church 

for the Harvest Festival.  We had many comments on the day and the church did look beautiful, so 
very many thanks. 

[Pictures of the baptisms and wedding can be found on the church  
website - www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org]  
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Rector Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 

       davidmartin@lynkserve.net 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Philips Withybed Green 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham road 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher , 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road,   01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Dale Weatheroak Farm 01564 822486 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr Jeremy Roberts, 7 Redditch Road, Hopwood 445 2041 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft  49 Hinton Avenue Tel:  445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Bib Paterson, 57 Birmingham Road 07876390154  
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 
      davidmartin@lynkserve.net 

Finance and Standing Committee  Development  

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Margaret Haste  

Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts    

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Marion Thompson Pat Booth   
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 

David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
 Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 

  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar 

 
NOVEMBER 

 
   Thursday 1  1.30.pm   Blood Transfusion Service at The Ark 

 
Sunday 4  10.30.am   Children’s All Hallows Event in The Ark 
   11.00.am   All Souls Service: St Laurence Church 
    2.30.pm   Footpath Walk from Tardebigge Church 
 
Monday 5  7.45.pm   Historical Society: The Mercian Hoard: Museum 
 
Wednesday 7  1.30.pm   Silver Threads Fish & Chip Lunch: Village Hall 
 
Thursday 8  7.45.pm   Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Peace Hall 
 
Friday 9  10.50.am   Act of Remembrance at Rowney Green Bomber Site 
 
Saturday 10  10.00.am   Crown Meadow School Table Top Sale 
     3.30.pm   Messy Church in The Ark 
 
Sunday 11  10.55.am   Remembrance Sunday Service: Village Green &  
      Parish Church 
 
Monday 12  1.30pm   Forget-Me-Not: The Ark 
 
Saturday 16  DECEMBER GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS 
 
Saturday 17  10.30.am   Railway Exhibition & Table Top Sale: St Laurence Church 
   2.00.pm   Christmas Craft Fayre in the Village Hall 
 
Sunday 18  9.30.am   Family Service 27th Anniversary Service 
 
Wednesday 21     Ex-Services Christmas Shopping Trip to Swindon 
 
Thursday 22  10.15.am   Tiny Tots Service: St Laurence Church 
 
Monday 26  1.30pm   Forget-Me-Not: The Ark 
 
Wednesday 28  2.00.pm   Women’s Fellowship: Tanyard Community Centre 
    7.45.pm   Village Society: The National Gardens Scheme 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 
Tel: 0121 459 3454  FAX: 0121 458 3089  Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk 


