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St Laurence Church 
Alvechurch 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
In St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Forget-me-not  Alternate Mondays at 1.30.pm in The Ark (445 3620) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07876390154) 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursday, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

Messy Church  Bimonthly on a Saturday in The Ark (445 1985) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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The Rector Writes... 

The Next Archbishop Of Canterbury 
My dear friends 
 

August is traditionally known in journalistic circles as “the silly season.”   It is in that tradition, I 
offer you the following, culled from the Internet: 

 

Beards only need apply  - By our Beard Correspondent 
  

The Church of England was rocked to its foundations when His Hairiness Dr Rowan Williams 
announced he was stepping down as Archbishop of Canterbury. It is understood that his beard 
and eyebrows will also be leaving to seek a new career direction of their own. 

 

A committee of theologians set up by the Crown Appointments Commission has been meeting 
in emergency session at Lambeth Palace to ask who will now take the Church's top job of 
Bearded Wonder of Canterbury. 
 

"It's true that we are looking for 'an hairy man', to quote the scriptures," confirmed a Palace 
spokeswoman. "So it's obviously not going to be Sentamu as he's almost as bald as Kojak. In this 
race, the beard is king." 
 

Journalists have this afternoon been desperately researching the pitifully few bearded loons 
among the House of Bishops. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Bishop of London was a hot favourite earlier today, but his star is now waning. His Grace's 

beard apparently lacks the wild exuberance of the departing beard of Williams. "Too manicured, 
pointy, and.. well.. devilish to be honest," said one of the committee, who asked not to be 
named.   

 

But what of the facial hair of the Bishops of Liverpool, Chichester, Taunton, Penrith, Maidstone 
and Buckingham? "These aren't beards in any biblical sense," sniffed one of the theologians. 
"They just never got into shaving when they were spotty adolescents."  
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 Meanwhile, one Bishop, who must be rueing the day he left 
the Church of England, is the former Bishop of Ebbsfleet. "He 
would have made a lovely bearded Archbishop," said a 
committee member. "Except that he scooted off to Rome." 
 
There is, however, one glorious beard which this evening is 
emerging as an unexpected front-runner. It is the unkempt 
and fluffy specimen worn by the Bishop of Dudley, a lowly 
prelate who is not exactly a Prince of the Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"He's been hiding that beard under a bushel," said one of 
the committee. "You can tell that because there are spiders 
and the Lord knows what else living in that thatch. It's the sort 
of beard we've come to know and love these past 10 years." 

 
"He could be another Rowan Williams if he just let his 

eyebrows go a bit," said another. 
 
The nation's bookies have taken note and the Bishop of 
Dudley's odds have now dramatically shortened to 1000/1. 
 
Note: Nick Baines, Bishop of Bradford, who is only just out of 
short trousers, has not started shaving yet and therefore 
cannot be considered for the job. 

 
With all best wishes for a happy summer and plenty of 

laughter, 
 
Yours in Christ 
 
 
DAVID MARTIN 
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Historic Visits  

A sunny visit to Winterbourne House by members of the 
Alvechurch Historical Society is recalled by Margaret 
Gardner. 

 
We had a warm and sunny day for our visit to 

Winterbourne House, built for the Nettlefold family in 1903 
and now owned by Birmingham University.  We had a 
guided tour around the gardens and then we bought our 
lunch at the cafe and sat on the terrace soaking up the 
warm sunshine.  The ground floor of the house has been 
restored to Edwardian times and it is hoped that eventually 
the upper floors will be restored.  It was a most enjoyable 
visit and the grounds were beautiful.  

 
A few of us had the pleasure of seeing the Queen on her 

way to The Queen Elizabeth Hospital.  We thank Janette for 
arranging the visit. Unfortunately, she could not be with us 
on the day because she had been taken ill during the 
night.  I am pleased to say that she is feeling a little better 
and hopes to go on holiday soon. 

 
The visit to Helens Manor near Ross-on-Wye in 

Herefordshire, has been arranged for SUNDAY 19 
AUGUST.  The price of entrance is £6.00, Concessions £4.50.  
We can join a public tour at 2.00pm or 3.00pm.  It is 
suggested we arrive there at 1.30pm using our own 
transport.  When Janette receives the brochures she will 
make sure that everyone on the list has one.  There is a 
map on the back of the brochure telling you how to get 
there. Let us hope the weather will be kind to us again. 

 
Our next meetings in the Museum will be the morning of 

WEDNESDAY 29 AUGUST for cleaning purposes and 
MONDAY 3 SEPTEMBER when Mr Richard Churchley will 
talk to us about Farms in the Alcester and Feckenham areas 
and their History. 

 
We meet in the Museum Hut in School Lane and the car 

park at the back of the Catholic Church is open for our use 
with the kind permission of the Church.  Enjoy the rest of 
the summer, Margaret Gardner, Hon. Sec. (0121 445 1649). 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

Be Safe, Be Secure! 
The Local Policing Team would like to offer you practical 

advice and information on how to help protect yourself and 
your family, including how to safeguard your property and help 
build a safer community. This month: 

 

PROTECTING YOURSELF AND YOUR CHILDREN: General Advice 
 

The chances of you or a member of your family becoming a 
victim of a violent crime are low. Violent crimes by strangers in 
public places are rare and account for a very small part of 
recorded crime. 

 

You can make yourself even less likely to be the victim of a 
violent crime – for example, a robbery (mugging) or assault – 
by taking a few sensible precautions. Many are common sense, 
and may be things that you already do. Think about how you 
would act in different situations before you are in them. Would 
you stay and defend yourself using reasonable force or simply 
get away as quickly as you can? There is nothing wrong with 
doing either, but you should consider the options. 

 

Quick tips:  
 

 You will be safest in bright, well-lit and busy areas. 

 Act confidently – look as if you know where you are going 

and walk tall. Be alert to your surroundings. 

 Spread your valuables around. For example, keep your 

phone in your bag, your house keys in your trouser pocket and 
your money in your jacket. 

 If someone tries to take something from you, it may be 

better to let them take it, rather than getting into a 
confrontation and risking injury. 

 ALWAYS consider your personal safety over that of your 

belongings. 

 You can use reasonable force in self-defence. You are 

allowed to protect yourself with something you are carrying 
(for example keys or a personal alarm), but you may not carry 
a weapon. 

 Be aware that your attacker might be stronger than you 

or may take what you are using in self-defence and use it 
against you. It is often better to shout loudly and run away. 

 If you use a wheelchair, keep your things beside you 

rather than at the back of the chair. 

 Don’t advertise your valuables such as your mobile 

phone, laptop, jewellery or watch. 
When out walking, be careful not to make your MP3 player 

or personal stereo an easy target for robbers. Keep it hidden. 



Page 7 

 

Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 

 

 

 

 

Here are some ways to make your community safer. There 
are lots of different things you can do to prevent crime in your 
street or neighbourhood. 

 

Quick tips:  

 You might like to join a Neighbourhood Watch scheme 

or become a “Special Constable”. 

 Become a volunteer – there are a lot of other 

opportunities to do useful things locally. 

 You could form a residents’ association and get involved 

in improving your neighbourhood – for example by organising 
a “community clear-up” of a run-down or grimy area. 

 

WHAT ARE SPECIAL CONSTABLES? 
 

Special Constables are volunteers who carry out a variety of 
roles alongside regular Police Officers and Community 
Support Officers in order to help police their communities. 
They have exactly the same powers as regular police officers 
(e.g. being able to arrest people), wear a similar uniform and 
face the same challenges. But the role is a part-time one – a 
minimum of four hours each week, normally at weekends or 
evenings. 

 

Being a Special is not an easy job – but it can give a great 
deal of satisfaction. Special constables are an essential part of 
local policing teams and carry out a whole range of policing 
duties, including foot patrols, road safety initiatives (including 
speed enforcement) and house-to-house enquiries. 

 

HOW CAN I APPLY? 
 

To find out more, call the Special Recruitment Hotline: 
01905 747174 or visit www.westmercia.police.uk 

 

For more information or any further advice on any of the 
topics mentioned, please contact your Local Policing Team. 
Alternatively contact CSO 6715 MARK HYDER at Wythall Police 
Station. You can find out about your LPT by visiting our 
website: http://www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing 

The Ark is having its annual make-over during the week 
beginning SUNDAY 19 AUGUST.  Volunteers are needed from 
2.00.pm on Sunday 19 August to undertake painting, oiling the 
Hall floor, cleaning chairs, deep-cleaning the kitchen, 
unblocking hoppers and down-pipes and all the other jobs 
that accrue over a year.   

 

Many hands make light work.  If you are willing to help, 
please have a word with the churchwardens Graham Clark 
(0121 445 2547) or Mike Fletcher (0121 445 6431). 

Ark Maintenance 
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Roses Were Blooming 

 

 

Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

Andrea Halse tells of a successful Rose Show in Rowney 
Green and the forthcoming Flower Show. 

The Rowney Green Horticultural Society Annual Rose Show 
in June provided a good display of roses and other flowers in 
spite of the challenging weather. The flower arrangements, 
children’s section and crafts showed the exceptional talent 
found in Rowney Green. The tea and cakes went down well, as 
always, and a delightful afternoon was enjoyed by the many 
visitors. 

There is no meeting of the Society in August but the next 
show is not to be missed! 

It is Rowney Green’s 70th Anniversary Flower Show, being 
held in the Peace Hall on SATURDAY 1 SEPTEMBER at 3.00pm. 
Schedules can be found in The Calling Oak magazine or can be 
collected from Alvechurch Post Office. 

Everyone is welcome to enter flowers, fruit and vegetables 
at this very special show. 

For more details please contact me, Andrea Halse, on 0121 
445 1929. 

Summer Menu 
Light lunches and an appeal for helpers are publicised by 

Michael Davenport on behalf of the Ark Café. 
 
The Ark Café remains open each Thursday throughout August 
offering a light lunch menu. 

 
Soup, salad and a dessert are available at a very reasonable 

price every Thursday from 12.15.pm until 1.15.pm throughout 
August. 

 
The Ark Café prides itself on the service given by its waiting 

staff to its weekly customers.  However, we are currently 
experiencing a shortage of helpers. 

 
If anyone has any free time at Thursday lunchtime and can 

help out – even just once a month – please have a word with 
Veronica Rogers on 0121 447 7017.  She will gladly supply all 
the information required. 

 
Please consider this request over the summer months so we 

can maintain our service each Thursday. 
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Forget-Me-Not Group 
Sue Phillips gives an up-date on a group especially for those 

who have suffered a loss. 
 

The Forget-me-not group has been meeting for more than a 
year now.  It is a group for people who have been affected by 
the loss of a loved one, whether recently or at some point in 
the past. The aim of the group has been to offer support, in 
whatever form members find most helpful.  

 

Over the past year we have had a small group of regular 
attenders and others who have come for only a few sessions. 
We meet twice a month for a cuppa and a chat. But recently 
we’ve been taking stock and recognise that, for some people, 
a structured programme to help them work through their loss 
could be very helpful. In September we plan to start a short 
series of such sessions.  

Details of dates, times and topics will be in the September 
Grapevine.  In the meantime, the group will take a break for 
August, so please note there will be no Forget-me-not 
meetings during August. 

We really look forward to meeting up again in September.  
Do come and join us on MONDAY 3 SEPTEMBER at 1:30 in The 
Ark to hear about the new programme. 

For more information call Sue Phillips 445 3620, Annette 
Thomas 445 5180, Philippa Brakes 445 3983 or Jayne Burgess 
447 7468. 

 

Jill Woolley tells of recent outings enjoyed by St Laurence 
Women’s Fellowship and of the forthcoming Charity Tea in aid 
of St Mary’s Hospice, Selly Oak. 

 

Our visit to Burcot Grange last month was most enjoyable 
and we were served Afternoon Tea sitting out on the terrace 
overlooking colourful gardens in glorious sunshine!  

 
The weather wasn’t quite so kind when we lunched at Barnt 

Green Cricket Club, but we enjoyed a delicious buffet lunch 
prepared by Geoff and his staff who made us very welcome.  

  

We now look forward to Alan Thornton’s Cadbury Story on 
Wednesday 25 July  in the Tanyard Community Centre at 
2.00pm.  

 

Please support our Tea and Cake Afternoon in The Ark on 
WEDNESDAY 15 AUGUST at 2.30.pm. There will be a Bring and 
Buy Stall and a Raffle and all proceeds will go to St. Mary’s 
Hospice at Selly Oak. 

Fellowship 
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Almost There!  

 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

The bell-ringers are now within a whisker of the £90,000 
needed to complete the Bell Restoration Project.  Geoff Franklin 
gives an up-to-date-resume of the project. 

 

Thanks to everyone who supported the Railway Exhibition on 
7 July. We are now within about £1,500 of our target. We ran 
our regular bookstall and tombola but the bulk of the money 
came from the Exhibition itself. We're very grateful to David 
Richmond and his team for all their efforts. 

 

Our own efforts carry on quietly. We've finally sold the last 
few old components from the tower and these have been 
taken away. They're going to St John's at Strensham. It may 
sound odd that anyone would want our worn-out parts but St 
John’s Strensham isn't a regular parish church. It's under the 
care of The Churches Conservation Trust and the bells aren't 
being rung every week. The bells there are from 1705, a little 
older than ours, and the bits and pieces from St Laurence will 
be useful as spares. It's nice to know that they're going to a 
good home rather than to the scrapyard. 

 

All the little jobs continue. We've got the lights back in the 
tower now and the roof has been mended.  The clockmaker has 
been to see us again and we're hoping that he'll have the clock 
running and chiming very soon. We're also arranging a visit 
from the JCB engineers who helped us with the steelwork. The 
last time they saw it was as raw steel components.  I hope 
they'll be pleased at how good it looks galvanized and how well 
it's fitted into the stonework of the tower. 

 

To end on a sad note, we're losing one of our ringers. 
Rosemary joined us five years ago and learnt to ring here but 
she and her husband are now moving to Malvern. We're sorry 
to see her go - she put a lot of effort into the fund-raising and 
she's barely seen anything of the benefits. 

Mums The Word 
Over the summer weeks the ‘Mums The Word’ group will 

be meeting at the following venues at 10am: 
 02/08 Swan’s Length 
 09/08 Lickey Hills 
 16/08 The Meadows 
 23/08 Swan’s Length 
 30/08 Lickey Hills 
 
If it’s wet, meetings will be in The Ark. 
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A Steaming Success      
 

The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

The Fat Controller, aka David Richmond, looks back on last 
month’s fantastically successful Model Railway Exhibition 

 

Just as last year, the church and Ark were full of people 
watching and enjoying model trains – and excellent food.  
About 300 visitors came through the door, by no means all of 
them model railway enthusiasts. Several people have spoken 
to me saying they were not interested in model trains but they 
enjoyed the variety and the atmosphere. Over the years, and 
especially this year, layout-owners and traders have remarked 
how much they enjoy coming to Alvechurch, and how much 
they like the church and the general friendliness. 

 

I am very grateful to Veronica Rogers and her team for 
producing food throughout the day.  Long before the show 
opened there was a brisk trade in bacon butties! 

 

Many thanks to the Bell-ringing team and others who set up 
the tables and tops on Friday, and to all who manned the door 
and the church stall. Last, but not least, my grateful thanks to 
those who cleared up afterwards.  Without you, the exhibition 
would not have happened. 

 

I am particularly grateful to my secretary/wife for putting up 
with boxes and railway bits all over the house, and to my 
children, Jane, Chris and Tim for all the help before, during and 
after the show. 

 

Do come and support our smaller show on SATURDAY 17 
NOVEMBER.  In the meantime, if you have any toy/model 
trains, buses, cars, Meccano etc: you wish to dispose of, please 
let me know on 0121-445-3569. 

Church Services 
The main morning service on SUNDAY 5 AUGUST will be a 

combined Family Eucharist at 10.30.am. This replaces the 
normal 9.30.am and 11.00.am services. 

 

During September and October four experimental services 
will be trialled in St Laurence Church.  The Parochial Church 
Council Worship Sub-committee is keen to gauge worshippers’ 
reactions to new forms of worship.  The services will be at 
10.30.am on 16 SEPTEMBER, 30 SEPTEMBER, 21 OCTOBER and 
28 OCTOBER.   

 

Following the final service on 28 October there will be Shared 
Lunch in The Ark during which reactions to the four different 
experimental services will be gauged.  In order to have an 
informed opinion, it is desirable to attend all four different 
services.  Please put the dates in your diary now. 



Page 12 

FREDERICK “JIM” WATTS 
 
A man who was born in Rowney Green and 

lived for fifty years in Withybed Lane died on 4 
June at the age of 78. 

 
Frederick Watts, who was known as Jim, was 

one of four children born in Rowney Green.  
He had a brother, Bill, and two sisters, Phyllis 
and Peggy.  One of his early jobs was as a 
telegraph boy.  It was whilst undertaking this 
work that he met his wife-to-be, Janet.  They 
married, but, alas, their marriage was short-
lived.  Janet died when he was only twenty-
eight years old.  There were no children and 
he never remarried. 

 
He undertook a remarkably diverse range of 

employment during his working years.  
Beginning as an apprentice house electrician, 
he transferred to a factory in Redditch that 
made purses.  Next came the job as a GPO 
telegram boy.  This was followed by a time as 
a butler/gardener for a wealthy resident in 
Rowney Green.  He then turned his hand to 
driving car transporters for Autocar, who were 
based at the Brickyards, Alvechurch.  The story 
goes that he was asked to take a consignment 
of green Wolsey cars to a garage in the north 
of England.  He mistakenly took a consignment 
of white Wolsey cars.  The garage refused to 
accept them and so he drove all the way back 
to Alvechurch and then on to Southampton to 
deliver the white cars to a garage that wanted 
them.  Such a mammoth journey would never 
be permitted today. 

 
From car transporting he turned to driving 

Midland Red buses. He recorded twenty-five 
years service with Midland Red Transport. 

 
He was a very talented man.  He held a 

pilot’s licence, repaired clocks and watches, 

had his own industrial lathe on which he made 
bespoke parts for model planes, boats and 
helicopters, and was a keen astronomer.  

 
He is remembered by his friend Richard 

Hope, his neighbour Brenda Cresswell and her 
sons Wayne, Darren and Leigh, as a placid, 
quiet, private person, with a dry sense of 
humour, who always had time for other 
people. 

 
His funeral was held in St Laurence Church 

on Friday 29 June.  The hymns sung were 
Jerusalem, Amazing grace and All things bright 
and beautiful.  Afterwards his body was laid to 
rest in the churchyard. 

 

WILLIAM ROBERT TINDALL 
 

A man who was born in Hopwood and used 
to pump the church organ in Hopwood 
Mission Church before going on to found a 
landscaping business that numbered many 
customers in Alvechurch, died in June at the 
age of 89. 

 
William Robert Tindall, who was known as 

Bill, was one of two children born in Hopwood 
at the beginning of the twentieth century.  His 
sister, Peggy, predeceased him.  In 1954 he 
married Hazel. They  shared fifty-eight years 
together.  He was the father of four children – 
Robert, Jane, Sally and Simon – and 
grandfather to seven grandchildren – Kate, 
Lucy, Jack, Sarah, George, Rachel and Joe. 

 
During the Second World War he enlisted in 

the First Battalion of the Royal Worcestershire 
Regiment as a REME Engineer.  He saw service 
on the Normandy beaches at the age of 21 
and marched, with the advancing allied 
troops, through France, Belgium and Holland 
and into Germany. 

Obituaries 
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After the war he established his own 
landscaping business: W.R. Tindall.  We worked 
widely across the locality undertaking work at 
Alvechurch Football Club, Barnt Green Tennis 
Club and St Laurence Churchyard.  He had a 
small nursery at Hopwood.  He worked until he 
was 70 years of age. 

 

For the past 58 years he has lived in Hunt End, 
Redditch. 

 

He will be remembered as a placid and calm 
man who was hardworking, loyal and had a 
strong sense of what was right and wrong. 

 

His funeral was held in St Laurence Church on 
Thursday 28 June.  The hymns sung were 
Morning has broken and All things bright and 
beautiful.  His two sons spoke tributes to their 
father.  After the service he was buried at 
Westall Burial Ground, near Inkberrrow. 

 

CARL WILFRID DOCKER 
 
A man from Withybed Close died on 5 June 

just seven weeks after the death of his 
companion for the past twenty-nine years.  He 
was aged 78. 

Carl Wilfred Docker was born in Wythall.  He 
worked in the building trade in his younger days 
until he developed health problems and was 
forced to cease working.  He was married with 
two children – a son, Wayne, and a daughter. 

 
For the past twenty-nine years he lived with 

his partner, Noreen Richardson in Withybed 
Close. She died on 19 April this year and he felt 
her loss deeply.  He will be remembered for the 
way he supported and helped Noreen in her 
animal welfare work. 

 
His funeral took place in the churchyard on 

Thursday 12 July and was followed by burial. 
 
 

Flowers 

Thank you to Marian and Jill who kindly answered my request for help with the flowers in 
August. I am most grateful.  Anyone else wishing to ’have a go’ at flower arranging during the 
summer months please have a word with me.  No previous experience necessary. 

  

Many thanks,  
Ann Thurrell. 0121 447 7668   

Rota for August 2012     

 5
th

 August 12
th

 August 19
th

 August 26
th

 August 

Sanctuary  Marian Barwell Jill Woolley  

Lady Chapel  Marian Barwell Jill Woolley  

In Memory of   Wedding Day  

 

Say it with Flowers, urges Ann Thurrell.  
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From the Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 
 

June 29  Frederick “Jim” Watts aged 78 
June 28  William Robert Tindall aged 89 
July 12   Carl Wilfred Docker aged 78 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 
June 24 Lily May Jackson Stony Lane 
 
   
 
Photographs of the newly-baptized can be found on the church 

website 

Confirmations 
Defend, O Lord, these your servants with your Holy Spirit 
 
July 15  Juliet Allen Birmingham Road 
  Lynda Bill Red Lion Street 
  Christopher Bird Dorridge 
  Samuel Bird Dorridge 
  Hannah Collett Rowney Green Lane 
  Philippa Goyal Blythesway 
  Jill Parsons Bear Hill Drive 
  Justine Sims Redditch Road 
  Anna Wilson Bear Hill Drive 
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Rector Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 

       davidmartin@lynkserve.net 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Philips Withybed Green 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham road 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher , 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road,   01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Dale Weatheroak Farm 01564 822486 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr Jeremy Roberts, 7 Redditch Road, Hopwood 445 2041 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft  49 Hinton Avenue Tel:  445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Bib Paterson, 57 Birmingham Road 07876390154  
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 
      davidmartin@lynkserve.net 

Finance and Standing Committee  Development  

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Margaret Haste  

Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts    

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Marion Thompson Pat Booth   
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 

David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
 Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 

  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar 

 
AUGUST 

 

 

Sunday 5  8.00.am Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30.am Combined Family Eucharist 
 6.00.pm Evensong (BCP) 

 
Sunday 12  8.00.am Holy Communion (BCP) 
   9.30.am Family Service 
   11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
   6.00.pm Evensong (BCP) 
 
Wednesday 15 2.30.pm Tea and Cake Afternoon: The Ark 
  
Thursday 16  SEPTEMBER GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS 
 
Sunday 19  8.00.am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.30.am Family Service 
11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
1.30.pm Historical Society Visit to Helen’s 

   Manor, Ross-on-Wye 
   2.00.pm Ark Maintenance commences 
   6.00.pm Evensong (BCP) 
 
Sunday 26  8.00.am Holy Communion (BCP) 
   9.30.am Family Service and Baptisms 
   11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
   6.00.pm Evensong (BCP) 
 

Wednesday 29 10.00.am Historical Society Cleaning:  
     Museum, School Lane 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 
Tel: 0121 459 3454  FAX: 0121 458 3089  Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk 


