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St Laurence Church Alvechurch 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00am Holy Communion 
Book of Common Prayer Communion Service, will take place on the 2nd and 4th Sun-
days of the month. On the other Sundays there will be an 8.00am Book of Common 

Prayer Communion Service at St Leonard’s in Beoley 
9.30am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.15am Parish Eucharist 
6.00pm Evensong 

On the 4th Sunday of the month at 6pm there will be Sacred Space, a quieter more 
reflective space for worship  

 

On the 2nd Sunday of the month (4th in January), there will be a United Service 
(Churches Together in Alvechurch and Rowney Green), rotating between Alvechurch 
Baptist Church, St Mary's Roman Catholic Church, Rowney Green Shared Church and 

ourselves 
 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00am Monday to Friday in St Laurence Church 
 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30am in the Church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45pm in Church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30am and 5.30pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30am  in The Ark (07792535661) 
   Tiny Tots Service 10.15am 1st Thursday of the month 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursdays, 7.30pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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Philippa Brakes writes..  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It seems strange that we all try to make 
New Year’s resolutions in January when it’s 
cold and dark and all we really want to do is 
hibernate on the sofa with a hot water 
bottle and watch rubbish TV. Perhaps 
instead we should be inspired by 
approaching spring when the whole of 
nature is promising to burst into new life. It 
used to be a time for doing a huge house 
clean as dirt, hidden by the winter gloom 
suddenly became visible.  

 

Do we need to have a good clear out in our 
spiritual lives as well? Most people seem to 
have more energy as spring emerges and 
start planning holidays and house or garden 
projects. Yet how often do we pause to 
think whether there is anything we could be 
clearing out in ourselves: stale attitudes, 
prejudices, old anger left over from 
damaged relationships? Anyone who has 
ever done a major cleaning task knows 
clearing out all that clutter and dirt is 
seriously arduous and a clean out of our 
inner lives is likely to be hard work too – but 
thankfully we can have help. God sees all 
the muddle and grime in our souls even 
when we try to ignore it, hoping it will sort 
itself out. Unfortunately, like house mess, it 
doesn’t. There is plenty of encouragement 
in the bible to start us off. 

 

Matthew 11 28-30 
 

If you are tired from carrying heavy 
burdens, come to me and I will give you 
rest. Take the yoke I give you. Put it on your 

shoulders and learn from me. I am gentle 
and humble, and you will find rest. This 
yoke is easy to bear, and this burden is light. 

 

2 Corinthians 5.17 
 

Therefore if any one is in Christ he is a new 
creature; the old things passed away; 
behold new things have come. Now all 
these things are from God, who reconciled 
us to Himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation. 

 

Luke 6.37 
 

Do not judge others and you will not be 
judged. Do not condemn others or it will 
come back against you. Forgive others and 
you will be forgiven. 

 

Romans 12.17  
 

Do not let evil conquer you, but conquer 
evil by doing good. 
 

I find it very comforting to know that others 

before us have suffered all the same 

problems; there are so many examples in 

the bible of weak and sinful people being 

given second chances by a God who knows 

and loves them. Nothing is new and nothing 

is too difficult for God to deal with in us. All 

we have to do is open the door of our inner 

“house” and let the “cleaner” in. God knows 

what he is doing. He knows what we could 

be. He wants us to shine – to be filled with 

his love which we can then pour out on 

others. Quite soon, weather permitting, it 

should be possible to pause in the rush from 

car to house, or house to car – time to 

notice the neighbour who may have been 

lonely over the winter and give a smile. It’s 

a start. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200  
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

Alvechurch Historical Society 
 

Hilary Taylor writes… 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

Monday 6th March 2017  
“The Dig for Victory Campaign” 
A talk by Ron Gallivan, of the Mercian Military History 
Society. 
 

In this talk Ron will explain how the campaign, launched 
in the autumn of 1939, played a large part in creating the 
incredible British wartime spirit that got us through 
those dark years. 
 

Monday 20th March 2017   
Our annual party and quiz evening. 
 

Monday  3rd  April 2017   
“The Tale of an Ancient Mariner” 
Presented by Frank Townsend, the author of the  
biography of Robert Humphrey Ivey (1829-1922), this 
talk will tell us about Ivey’s achievements and  
adventures during a lifetime spent on the high seas. 
 

AHS meetings are held on the first Monday of the 
month, at 7.45pm, in the museum on School Lane.   
Parking is available behind the Catholic Church, with 
their kind permission.   
 

New faces are always welcome, just come along, or  
contact our chairman, Anne Humphries on 0121 445 
5955. 
 

Rowney Green Flower Club 
 

Rowney Green Flower Club will be holding their March 
meeting on Thursday evening, 23rd March at The Peace 
Hall, Rowney Green commencing at 7.45pm.  

 

This months demonstrator is Maureen Pitt with the 
theme “Flowers as Gifts”. 
 

All flower arrangements are raffled at the end of the 
evening and tea, coffee and biscuits are served. 
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Letter from the Bishop Of Dudley 
 

Judging by various conversations that I’ve been having, I’m 
not alone in feeling increasingly concerned by the rhetoric 
of building walls, putting those we describe as ‘us’ first, 
segregating people by religion, and the damning of 
journalists and judges that we have seen in aspects of world 
affairs in recent months. None of this chimes with the 
values of the Kingdom. 
 

News events tend to draw out different aspects of the 
liturgy for me. It might be a verse in a psalm, or words in a 
Collect, that have a particular resonance. At present, a 
prayer at the heart of the Eucharist has taken on a yearning 
desire: 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have 
mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us 
peace. 
 

What the prayer does is allow me to hold before God’s 
presence all that troubles me on the world stage. However, 
it soon reminds me of my own human preponderance to 
divide and protect, exclude and judge. Its penitential words 
hollow out my own culpabilities so that I might see myself 
more truly. 
 

This is what Lent does on a larger canvas. Penitence is a 
theme that runs through this season and it enables us to be 
changed as we see love, compassion, justice and freedom 
as they should be. Lenten penitence brings us back to the 
way of Jesus, to his disturbing yet comforting teaching, and 
our faltering ways of responding. It helps us see things as 
they truly are and live deeply again. 
 

As we are drawn to live more closely within Jesus’ shadow, 
we are led into all types of situations and places as we 
attempt to respond to his call, ‘Come, follow me’. For many 
that will lead to being scorned and thought of as barmy or 
uncool. For many others around the world it is a deliberate 
positioning of themselves in a place of grave danger where 
imprisonment, torture and death stalk the streets. 
 

We who worship in comparative safety will keep wanting to 
respond to the news headlines in ways that put flesh and 
blood onto the words “thy Kingdom come…on earth as it is 
in heaven”. 

 

 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 

Easemore Road, Redditch 

B98 8ER 

01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 
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Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
 

Alvechurch Community Choir 
Concert for Lillian 

Mary Green writes... 
 

Alvechurch Community Choir first met in March 2009. The  
co-founders were Mike Genders a local man who also 
played and sang at St Laurence’s, and an internationally 
renowned gospel, blues & jazz singer from New Orleans 
called Lillian Boutté. She was an inspiration to us, and came 
back several times over the next few years to work with us. 
Since then the Community Choir has sung at St Laurence’s, 
the Baptist Church and the Catholic Church, and at shared 
church events. We also sing with the residents at the Lawns 
and other local care homes and support groups. 
 

Sadly we have now heard Lillian is unwell and back in the 
USA being looked after by her family. Several of the  
organisations and people she has worked with are  
organising fund-raising events across the world to support 
her.  
 

Alvechurch Community Choir is holding a gala concert at  
Alvechurch Village Hall on 1 April 2017 at 7.30pm. 
 

We would love to see as many people whose lives the  
Community Choir has touched there as possible, as we  
celebrate the original inspiration for our choir. Tickets will 
be available from the Lounge, or contact 0121 445 5957.   
 
 

St Laurence  
Women’s Fellowship 
Jill Woolley writes… 
 

In January we welcomed the New Year with seasonal  
refreshments and enjoyed a talk from Ann Davenport a 
courier from Johnsons the Travel Company. 
 

On March 22nd we welcome our President and Priest in 
Charge the Rev. Richard Bubbers who will talk about  
Giving up Stress for Lent. 
 

On April 26th we start our 52nd year when we hold our 
A.G.M. 
 

We continue to meet in The Tanyard Centre at 2 pm. Come 
and join us you will be very welcome. 
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 The Ark Café 
 
The menu for the Ark Cafe until the East-
er break will be as follows: 
 

March 2nd - Gammon and Parsley Sauce 
March 9th - Roast Pork 
March 16th - Roast Lamb 
March 23rd -  Roast Pork 
March 30th -  BEEF CARVERY LUNCH - Ticket Only £10  
April 6th - Somerset Chicken 
 

As usual the tickets for Beef Carvery Lunch are available on 
a Thursday lunchtime at the Ark or from Ian Price 447 7955 
Mon-Fri 9 till 2pm.  
 

We look forward to your continued attendance and a thank 
you to all our customers for their continued support so far 
in 2017. We return after the Easter break on April 27th. 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential  

Care Setting for 
the  Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly desig ned independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com 

Mission Enablers about to start 
Sam Setchell (communication officer) writes… 
 

At the start of April, the first three Mission Enablers will be 
starting as part of the Calling Young Disciples Project 
 

Calling Young Disciples (CYD) is about working with  
churches across the Diocese to help them strengthen their 
engagement with children, young people and their families 
so that more have the opportunity to respond to God’s call 
to be Jesus’ disciples and to grow in their love for him. 
 

Mission Enablers will be an important part of this team. 
They will spend some time offering support and advice to 
all parishes across the diocese, working with the  
Children’s and Youth Officers to identify parish needs.  
 

They will also each be placed with an individual parish, 
working with the leadership team to look at developing the 
relationships with children, young people and families 
which are already in place. 
 

CYD Project Director, Ruth Walker said: “The Mission  
Enablers are not there to do the youth and children’s work 
for the church, but to help them develop and resource it, 
seeking out new and sustainable ways to engage with  
families. Each placement will last around a year, at the end 
of which the Mission Enabler will move on to another 
church, but will continue to keep in touch with the church 
they’ve left to help consolidate the progress made.” 
 

The first three Mission Enablers to be recruited are Anne 
Batchelor, Helen Laird and Adam Legge.  
 

It is hoped that further Enablers will begin in September. 
 

Parish Prayers 

Prayers will be said at St Laurence Church  
for the residents of the following roads: 
 
5 March – Birmingham Road, Hopwood 
  
12 March – Bittell Farm Road 
  
19 March – Bittell Road 
  
26 March – Blythesway 
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  James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

Hillside at Alvechurch WI 

Pat McDonagh writes… 
 

A number of members enjoyed Afternoon Tea at the end 
of January, where apart from enjoying delicious  
sandwiches and cakes we caught up with each others 
news. 
 
The February meeting, An Introduction to Geology was  
informative, interesting and entertaining. On a completely 
different theme some of the ladies are going to be taught 
how to crochet, just right for these cold winter nights in. 
The skittles team have started playing this season’s games 
and have welcomed a new team member. 
 
As we live in a village, bordering a canal, the talk at the 
March meeting on Wednesday 1st will be very  
appropriate... "Idle Women". These are the women who 
kept the canal system running during the war. 
 
Our April meeting is a 1960s Quiz,  - Will we be able to  
remember anything that happened back then? 
 
Visitors can join us on the 1st Wednesday of every month, 
at The Ark. Meetings start from 7:30pm. Home made 
cakes, tea and a warm welcome are always provided. The 
cost to visitors is £3.For more details please contact me, 
Pat McDonagh( president)  on 0121 628 4121. 
 

Rowney Green Horticultural Society 
Lindsay Smith writes... 
 
 

ROWNEY GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  meets at the 
Peace Hall on the second Thursday each month at 
7.30pm.   
 

The meeting on 9th March 2017 will be Harry Green, Head 
Gardener at Morton Hall Gardens.  Harry will talk about 
Morton Hall Gardens and give some tips and practical 
demonstrations on the planting combination and  
techniques used there for staking and supporting 
plants  Guests are always welcome - £3.50 including  
refreshments.   
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Kids Corner 
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The Midland Sinfonia 
  

Saturday 4 March 2017 7pm for 7.30pm   
 

St Laurence Church, Alvechurch 
 

A Love Story Through Music 
 

Schumann – Piano Quintet Op.44 
Brahms – String Quartet in B flat 

Clara Schumann – Variations on a Theme by Robert Schumann Op.20   

Tedesca resident string quartet  /  Charles Matthews, piano 
 

Tickets: on the door £14.50, in advance £13 from The Village Green Grocer,  
Alvechurch or book online at www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk 

FT students and schoolchildren accompanying an adult free.  
 For more information: midlandsinfonia@gmail.com or 0121 447 7040  

 

10th Young Musicians’ Showcase - Sunday 19 March 3:00pm 
 

St Laurence Church, Alvechurch 
 

An annual invitation to all young musicians, up to 18 years old, to perform before an 
appreciative audience. This showcase promotes a ‘concert’ environment to assist the 

performer to grow in confidence. Do join us for a pleasant afternoon of music  
 

Tickets: no charge ~ donations appreciated 
For further details:  midlandsinfonia@gmail.com  or 0121 447 7040  

www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk 

Saturday 1 April 7pm for 7.30pm   
 

St Laurence Church, Alvechurch 
 

From Boogie to Bach 
Gershwin – Summertime 

Clarke – Trumpet Voluntary 
Bridge – Cherry Ripe 
Puccini – Crisantemi 

Koenig – Post Horn Galop 
and more… 

Nic Fallowfield, conductor 
Anthony Thompson, trumpet 

Works demonstrating the versatility and magical qualities of the trumpet. Plus,  
flugelhorn, piccolo, cornet, conch shell, rams horn and a didgeridoo! 

  

Tickets: on the door £14.50, in advance £13 from The Village Green Grocer,  
Alvechurch or book online at www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk 

FT students and schoolchildren accompanying an adult free.  
 For more information: midlandsinfonia@gmail.com or 0121 447 7040  

mailto:midlandsinfonia@gmail.com
mailto:midlandsinfonia@gmail.com
mailto:midlandsinfonia@gmail.com
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Events at  
Alvechurch Library 
 

The Alvechurch Library Crafty Ladies are  
holding a Spring Sale on Monday 3rd April,  
10am - 1.00pm and 2.00pm 4.30pm, so there 
will be plenty of opportunity to stock up on 
lovely handmade gifts. Come and see the teddy 
bears picnic where you will have the  
opportunity to buy bunting, teddy bears and 
Easter chicks and rabbits galore. There will be a 
raffle and lovely homemade cakes will be for 
sale too. 
 

Celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 2nd 
March with a Where's Wally activity session 
from 3.30pm. Search for Wally and his friends 
who are hidden around the library, solve the 
word puzzles and have fun  
colouring Wally in. Places limited so please 
book your place. Free of charge 
 

Brand New Young Teens Book Club 
Meeting once a month in the library to share 
their experiences on their latest reads. 
 

Borrow new titles for free and find new  
favourites. Starting on Saturday 4th February 
and ongoing on the first Saturday of every 
month from 10.30-11.30am.  
 

Aimed at 12 years and upwards. Please talk to 
Sarah for more information.  
 

Brand new e-book and e-audio App for 
Worcestershire County Libraries –  
Borrowbox 
 

The BorrowBox digital library App is  
available to all Worcestershire County  
Library members FREE of charge and is the 
perfect addition for the modern  
bookworm. For further details on  
BorrowBox visit your local library TODAY! 
We are taking bookings now for our next three 
courses with Sue. 
 

We have delayed the start of our Adults Crea-
tive Writing course to enable us to  
recruit two more participants. Please let us 

know if you would like to join in. Initially  
running for 5 weeks on a Saturday morning 
with 10 hours of tuition from Janet and costing 
£36. We are really keen to get this course up 
and running ASAP. 
 

The Adult Learning Worcestershire App is now 
available on the Apple, Android,  
Windows and Amazon stores. The App offers 
constant access to the course booking  
system, Leisure and Funded programme  
prospectuses, libraries information, a range of 
educational videos and many other useful 
things.  The App is FREE and can be  
downloaded directly from the stores. 
 

For any Adult Learning Courses please pop into 
the Library to book in and pay by cash or 
cheque. Alternatively book online and pay  
using your debit or credit card. For all other 
enquires please pop into the library on the 
Birmingham Road or contact the library 
through calling  
 

The Hub on 01905 822722 
 

Email -  
alvechurchlib@worcestershire.gov.uk 
Website www.worcestershire.gov.uk  
Find us on Facebook. 

Messy Church 

On March 22nd, 3:30pm - 5:30pm at            

Alvechurch Baptist Church, there will be a 

Messy Church session, when activities such as 

Easter card making, planting and decorating 

eggs can be enjoyed, plus a talk, worship,   

refreshments and a finger buffet to finish. The 

event is aimed at First School-aged children and 

younger, though older ones will always be wel-

come, too.  

For more information please contact Revd  

Fiona Lee on (0121) 4477369 or                  

revfiona@alvechurcbaptist.org.uk  
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Freestyle Contact Karate Academy  

 
Affiliated to the International Combat  

Organisation  
 

Self defence and fitness for the whole family  
£4 per lesson 

 
No direct debits or contracts   

 

Starts Tuesday 7th March at 6.30pm in 
The Ark and runs every Tuesday  

 
For more information call Chris on 

07507696926  
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Quiz Night at  
Alvechurch Baptist Church 

 

Friday 10th March 
Teams of Six 

 
 

The night will start with hot food, a choice of Chilli Con Carne or 
Mushroom Stroganoff at 7 o’clock with the quiz beginning at 8 

0’clock. 
 

Tea and coffee will be provided but please bring  
other drinks if you wish.   

 

Cost of the tickets are £8.50 per person and can be  
obtained from Chris and Dave Shoesmith on 0121 45 2561. 

Alvechurch WI 
Pam Horsfield writes… 
 
February's meeting was a cheerful one 
attended by nearly all of our members. We 
celebrated several birthdays, with a very 
special one as Lorna Sage has reached 90 
years young while being as active as ever! 
Jenny Manning entertained us with a tale 
of how Valentines Day originated and gave 
a little gift to Grace Shepherd for being the 
winner of the 'Pay your subs and get a 
raffle ticket' draw!  
 
Our speaker for the evening was Alan  
Rogers talking about 'A policeman's lot' 
which was a talk about various incidents in 
his life and career, including that as a traffic 
officer. He had us laughing as he regaled us 
with tales of his past. 

 
Angela Mawdsley gave the vote of thanks 
and members stayed around chatting and 
enjoying their drinks. 
 
Next month on Monday March 13th our 
speaker will be the lively Paul Harding  
talking on National Service, when any  
visitors will be welcome. There will be a 
Sales Table at this meeting. 
 
The Spring Meeting at the Artrix is 
attracting several members who would like 
to hear of the explorations of polar regions. 
We also have some members keen to take 
part in the Dragon Boat fun sessions in 
April. 
 
Phone 445 4631 for more information. 
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The 55+ and  
Retirement Roadshow  
is coming to The Guildhall, 
Worcester on 25th March 
from 9.30am until 2.30pm 
 
You don’t have to be 55+, but it helps, as 
this show is for you. 
 
What do we want to achieve through the 
show? - The over 55's lead very busy and 
diverse lives. Some are looking after  
relatives at home - either their children 
who haven't left home or elderly relatives. 
Some have relatives in a home, whilst  
others will be living an active retirement. 
Some will be facing redundancy whilst  
others will even be thinking of branching 
out into a new career. 
 
This group of people are the new “younger 
old” who have access to many more varied 
choices about their future than in their 
parents’ day. Yet with choices, come  
decisions and the need for advice and help. 
 
This is where we step in. We run these 
roadshows with the particular aim of 
providing an information hub where people 
can come along, quiz our experts and find 
out the answers to the problems. 
 
What is different about this year’s show? 
 
We are working with your local pharmacists 
this year as, by working together, we can 
reach the people who really need to come 
to this show, the people we can really help. 
 
Take advantage of the “10 minute surgeries 
plan”. If you have a problem that you need 

some help with, come along and take some 
free advice from our experts. Just phone 
08000699784 to make an appointment. 
 
Find out from mfg solicitors on how the 
latest proposals from the Government on 
paying for long term care will affect you 
and your wallet. Things in the care world 
are changing and not all is for the better. 
 
The team from Tax Help for Older People 
(TOP) will be helping solve those particular 
taxation problems that occur at, and in 
retirement – ie are you paying too much 
tax? 
 
The Pensions Advisory Service stand is likely 
to be busy this year with the introduction 
of the new State Pension and how the  
proposals will hit the pensions of women 
born in the 1950s. Come along and see if 
our expert can help you. 
 
Find out about the Motability Scheme and 
how it could work for you. One of the team 
from Bristol Street Motors will be on hand 
to answer your queries and show you one 
of their latest models. 
 
If your hearing isn’t very good, come along 
and have a chat with Tom Dixon from 
Worcester Hearing Centre, a small family 
run independent hearing centre situated in 
The Cornmarket, Worcester. 
 
These are just some of the exhibitors  
coming to the show. The full list is featured 
on the supporting website -
www.retirementroadshow.co.uk  
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Flowers for MARCH 

We are now entering into the season of Lent where traditionally the church is without  
flowers again until Easter Day. It is during this time that I produce my new Rota for the 
Church Year.   
 

If you would like to provide flowers in memory of a loved one or to celebrate an event please 
let me know so that I can include as much detail as possible on the Rota at the beginning of 
the year.   
 

Ann Thurrell , 0121 447 7668, email : annthurrell@hotmail.co.uk 
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Rector Revd Richard Bubbers, Priest-in-charge, School Lane, 445 1087 

  stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd, 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Phillips, Withybed Green, 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham Road, 445 5605 

 Mr Martin Allen, 117 Birmingham Road, 445 5605 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Michael Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

 Mrs Annette Thomas, 8 Snake Lane, 445 5180 

  

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293 
 Mr Andy Notley, 38 The Buckleys, B48 7NF 
 Mr Roger Wardle,  21 Brookside Close, B48 7LW, 445 0505 

PCC Secretary Mrs Lysandra Notley, 38 The Buckleys, B48 7NF  
  

PCC Treasurer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, Alvechurch, B48 7LP 
Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road , 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Natalie Wise, 07792535661  
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road, 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor)  

Finance and Standing Committee  Task Committee  

Graham Clark Mick Fletcher Mick Fletcher Dick Russell 
Alison Smith Bob Dale Graham Clark Sue Phillips 

Janet Wright    
Children and Youth  Committee Peru and Missionary Committee 

Martin Allen Mick Fletcher Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste 
  Sally Bubbers  
Buildings, Fabric and Churchyard  Committee   

Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett   
David Richmond Jill Woolley  
Janet Wright Lynne Clark  
Andy Humphries Alison Smith   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar for MARCH 

Wednesday 1 7.30pm Hillside at Alvechurch WI: Talk: ‘Idle Women’ - These are the 
   women who kept the canal system running during the war: Ark 
  7.30pm Ash Wednesday Communion Service: St Laurence Church 
 

Thursday 2 9.30am Mums The Word: The Ark 
                12.15pm Ark Café:  Gammon and Parsley Sauce  
 

Saturday 4 7.00pm The Midland Sinfonia: Concert: “A love story through music” : 
            for 7.30pm St Laurence Church 
 

Monday 6 1.45pm Forget-Me-Nots: The Ark 
  7.45pm Alvechurch Historical Society: Talk: The Dig for Victory Campaign: 
   Museum, School Lane 
 

Thursday 9 9.30am Mums The Word: The Ark 
                12.15pm Ark Café:  Roast Pork  
  7.30pm Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Talk by Harry Green on 
   Morton Hall Gardens: Peace Hall, Rowney Green 
 

Friday 10  7.00pm Quiz Night & Hot Food: Alvechurch Baptist Church 
 

Saturday 11 9.30am Christian Contemplation Day Workshop: Advanced bookings 
   only from www.christianmindfulness.co.uk/alvechurch.html 
 

Monday 13 7.30pm Ark Angels WI: The Ark 
  7.30pm Alvechurch WI: Paul Harding talk on National Service: Village Hall  
                

Tuesday 14   APRIL GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS  
  articles to thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Thursday 16 9.30am Mums The Word: The Ark 
                12.15pm Ark Café: Roast Lamb  
 

Sunday 19 3.00pm The Midland Sinfonia Young Musicians Showcase: St Laurence 
   Church: Free event - donations appreciated 
 

Monday 20 1.45pm Forget-Me-Nots: The Ark 
  7.45pm Alvechurch Historical Society:  Annual party and quiz evening: 
   The Museum, School Lane 
 

Wednesday 22 2.00pm St Laurence Women’s Fellowship: Talk: Giving up Stress for Lent  
   by our President Rev Richard Bubbers: Tanyard Centre 
  3.30pm Messy Church: Alvechurch Baptist Church 
 

Thursday 23 9.30am Mums The Word: The Ark 
                12.15pm Ark Café: Roast Pork  
  7.45pm Rowney Green Flower Club: “Flowers as Gifts” : Peace Hall, RG 
 

Thursday 30 9.30am Mums The Word: The Ark 
                12.15pm Ark Café: Beef Carvery Lunch (ticket only)  

 
POSITIVE PRINT, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Centre, Birmingham, B30 3HZ 


