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St Laurence Church Alvechurch
SUNDAY SERVICES

8.00am Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer Communion Service, will take place on the 2nd and
4th Sundays of the month. On the other Sundays there will be an 8.00am Book
of Common Prayer Communion Service at St Leonard'’s in Beoley
9.30am Family Service
with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday
11.15am Parish Eucharist
6.00pm Evensong
On the 4th Sunday of the month at 6pm there will be Sacred Space, a quieter
more reflective space for worship

At Rowney Green Shared Church
9.30am Methodist/Anglican Service
with Holy Communion on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month

DAILY SERVICE

9.00am Monday to Friday
In St Laurence Church

ORGANISATIONS

Sunday Club Sundays at 9.30am in the Church and Ark (445 1854)
Choir Thursdays at 7.45pm in Church (445 3569)
Bellringers Sundays at 10.30am and 5.30pm

Tuesday Practice at 7.30pm (01527 64077)

Women’s Fellowship  4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00pm
in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125)

Mum'’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30am in The Ark (07773509390)
Tiny Tots Service 10.15am 1st Thursday of the month
Ark Café Thursdays during term time at 12.15pm (447 7017)
Home Group Thursdays, 7.30pm at the Coach House (445 2547)
THE ARK

Enquiries to lan Price 0121 447 7955
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“What's so
important about
Easter”?

Unlike Christmas, Easter is not a festival fixed
to a specific date in the calendar. Itis a
movable feast and its date each year is
determined as being the first Sunday after the
full moon that falls on or after the spring
equinox. It can therefore occur at any time
between 22 March and 25 April. In the Eastern
Church, the dates differ because a different
calendar is used. In modern times there have
been various calls, particularly from schools,
for a fixed date for Easter Sunday: recent
discussions are focusing on the second or third
Sunday in April.

In popular culture, there is not the same
festivity or commercialisation at Easter as
there is at Christmas. But the theme of new
life (in the resurrection of Jesus Christ), linked
with the emergence of spring after the "death”
of winter, can still be seen in the gifts of
flowers and the pictures of bunnies and chicks.
The egg, with its tomb-like shape out of which
a new life appears, has made it a widely
recognised Easter symbol, and chocolate eggs
can mark the end of a Lenten "fast".

Easter is important because the resurrection
of Jesus is at the heart of the gospel. As Paul
says (in 1 Corinthians 15.14), "if Christ has not
been raised, then our proclamation has been in
vain and your faith has been in vain." There is
no description of the resurrection in the
Gospels: what we have are accounts of events
around the time soon after Jesus’ death
through which the disciples came to believe
that he was not dead but alive — not simply
resuscitated but alive with a new life,
resurrection life.

There is considerable agreement among the
Gospels about those events: two basic pieces

Richard Bubbers writes........

of evidence for the resurrection are given,
although they are presented in a variety of
ways. The first is the empty tomb, and the
other is the appearance of Jesus, alive again,
to his followers on different occasions in
different places. Both were necessary in order
for there to be a credible basis for belief in the
resurrection as the disciples came to
understand it and believe in it. Without an
empty tomb, Jesus remains a corpse. Without
the appearances, his body might simply have
been moved or stolen, as some people tried to
allege.

For many, the most convincing evidence for
the resurrection is the psychological change
which occurred in Jesus’ disciples after the
appearances. With the crucifixion of Jesus,
they were completely demoralised,
disillusioned and hopeless - all that they had
believed in and hoped for about Jesus seemed
to have come to an end. Something happened
to cause a complete turnaround
psychologically: they became prepared to go
out and spend the rest of their lives spreading
the good news of Jesus Christ —and even, if
necessary, to give up their lives for him. It is
improbable to believe that such men and
women would have given their lives for
someone in this way, if it was based on a
resurrection story which they were not
completely convinced was true.

Easter Day is a day of fulfilment of what was
foretold in the Old Testament — and the start
of new life. By his resurrection to new life,
Jesus makes it possible for anyone who
believes in him to have new life in relationship
with God, which never comes to an end. "God
so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life" (John
3.16).

Without Easter day, there is no Christian faith
—and no hope of new life.
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ACCUO ACCOUNTING
LIMITED
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AND REGISTERED AUDITOR
40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH
TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445
Email: dand@accuo.couk
Website: www.accuo.co.uk
We offer 2 comprehensive service
including book-keeping, payroll,
VAT, accounts and taxatzon for sole
traders, partnerstups, chanties and
lumuted companes.

Contact Dawvid or Susan Seeley to
discuss how we can help you.
Regastered to carry out Audit work by
the Institute of Chartered
Accountants i England & Wales

THOMAS
BROTHERS

Funeral Directors

Prepayment Plan,
Private Chapels,

"Woodland Burial"
24 hour Personal Service

A family-owned funeral directors
offering a friendly, dignified service,
paying attention to detail.

12A Red Lion Street
Alvechurch B48 7LF
0121 445 3422
S.A.LF.

A, Sdlon

* MEMORIALS -
Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

All Work
is to the
Highest
Standard

BRAMM

Showroom and Workshop
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,
Bromsgrove B60 1BH
Tel: (01527) 876200
07710976744
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St Laurence
Women'’s Fellowship

Jill Woolley writes...

At our first meeting of the New Year we were entertained
by Rusty Smith with a good selection of well known songs.
We also enjoyed some seasonal refreshments.

On March 23rd we will welcome Dawn Nex who will give
us an Amish talk. Come and join us at the Tanyard Centre
at 2pm.

On Friday March 4th the Annual Women's Day of Prayer
will be held in the Baptist Church. Refreshments will be
served at 3.30pm and the service arranged by the women
of Cuba will start at 4pm. Everyone, men, women and
Children, is welcome to join us, and so keep our link in the
prayer chain that encircles the world on that day.

Hillside WI

Cathy Taylor writes...

We started the new year by holding a Silent Auction.
Members contributed a wonderful variety of items and we
raised more than £80 for our funds. We welcomed several
new members and had time to chat over tea and cakes.

In February, we took the plunge and invited Steve
Beauchampe to give us a talk on the history of Moseley
Road Baths. Steve gave us a very interesting illustrated
account of this spectacular Victorian building. He
explained that it was under threat of closure and the
friends of the building and other campaigners are
working hard to raise funds and to lobby the council, to
enable the Baths to stay open.

A group of members have booked a BBC Studio Tour in
Birmingham 9th February.

On 2nd March, our own Angela Temple Cox will give us a
talk entitled Forty Years in Fashion. Members are

invited to bring decorated hats for the competition. The
hats will be worn by members acting as hostesses and
dressed as Suffragettes, at our Spring Group Meeting.

Visitors are welcome to join us. Meetings are held at
7.30pm on the first Wednesday of the month at the Ark.



Alvechurch Village Society

Ray Yarnell writes...

The March walk will be "Charlie's Traditional Mystery
Tour' led by Charlie Simmons (0121 445 3447). The walk
will start at 2.30pm on Sunday 6th March from Tanyard
Lane Car Park.

Our March event will be The AVS Annual General

Meeting followed by refreshments and natter in the Village
Hall . Everyone is welcome to the meeting which will start
at 7.45pm on Wednesday 16th March and will be an
opportunity for everyone to see what we have been

doing in 2016, as well as meeting our new Chairperson
Grace Hampson .

RRRRRNRRRNRENRNRRRNRRZER
A Jazz Evening
is coming to The Ark

George Huxley's Hot Five will be playing
on Friday April 29th starting at 7.30pm.

Tickets are £10 which includes a glass of
wine.

Any enquiries to Sue Brotherton on
0121 447 7037.
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"Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast”

Old Rectory Lane
Alvechurch

offers
warm and welcoming accommodation,
with super breakfasts and attractive,
spacious bedrooms.

Contact Celia on
0121 445 4824, or visit our website
www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk

» WHERE NEXT

Opening hours
Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4

Woodwork
Packing / assembly
Landscaping / maintenance
Support your local charity which offers people

with special needs the opportunity to
experience the real world of work.

Wellesbourne Close
Easemore Road, Redditch
B98 8ER

01527 69955

ASSOCIATION

KenDry

Eco-Friendly Carpet
Ceaning That
Doesn’t Cost The Earth

Ken YWainwright
of
Alvechurch

0121 445 4247

wwww. kendry. co.uk

Page 5




GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
SERVICE

Semi-retired commercial
grower of bedding plants,
shrubs & climbers
for 35 years.
Looking for work within
the Parish for a
low cost approach.

PLEASE PHONE TONY
THE PLANT MAN
ON
07881527117 (ANY TIME)
01527 63375 (AFTER DUSK)

>

THE LAWNS

RESIDENTIAL CARE

Exceptional quality
accommodation for senior
adults and the elderly.

24 hour care from
professional, caring staff.

All set within beautiful
gardens and terraces.

School Lane, Alvechurch, B48 7SB
Tel: 0121 445 4098
Fax: 0121 445 4544
www.thelawnscare.co.uk

Kathryn Collinson

BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM

Lessons
fr(_)m 7S
20 minutes

to 4
1 hour

Music tuition — All Styles

e Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar
e Piano and Keyboard

e For exams or just for fun

Maths and English Tuition
e SATS/ confidence building

e Special needs

e Ages from 5-11 years

Tel: 0121 445 3523
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A Thank You from Zimbabwe

Following on from Veronica Roger’s birthday celebration article
in our January edition, in which money was received instead of
presents (£392). The money was donated to Montgomery
Heights Christian Care Centre in Zimbabwe. Below is the letter
received from Fiona, (Sally-Anne Bubbers’ sister) at the
children’s centre -

Dear Veronica,

Thank you so much for the gift you have sent to support the
work here in Zimbabwe. We are so grateful to receive this
support from you. Sally-Anne has just emailed me to tell me of
your gift which she told me was money given for your 80th
birthday. It is such a precious thing you have done in using
these gifts for your birthday to support the children we care for
here in Africa, you are sowing seeds of life into the young in
Zimbabwe. Our vision for the work here is that these children
will grow up to be godly men and women to have an impact on
this nation, your gift will go to help in our daily care of these
children who have often had a very difficult start to life.

I thought you might enjoy seeing this picture of our triplet girls
on their 4th birthday. They came to us 3 % years ago when
they were 5 months old, having spent the first months of their
lives in hospital as their family was unable to care for them.
They are a great source of joy and fun. They will be starting in
our pre-school this year.

Melody, Melissa and Molline
Thank you again for your kind donation, we so value your

support. May God bless you, with love from Fiona and the
Montgomery Family (Christian Care Centre, Zimbabwe).



The Ark Café

The Ark Cafe continues each Thursday
with its very popular lunches and
desserts enjoyed by so many customers.

The forthcoming menu up until Easter is as follows:
March 3rd Roast Pork

March 10th Somerset Chicken

March 17th Roast Beef Carvery Lunch - Ticket Only

There are still tickets left for the Beef Lunch on March 17th at a
very reasonable cost of £10. If you would like a ticket, please
contact lan Price on 0121 447 7955 Mon to Thurs 9am-2pm or
on any Thursday lunchtime at the Ark.

We are closed over the Easter break from March 24th and
reopen on Thursday, 14th April.

We look forward to your continued support and look forward
to seeing you on a Thursday lunchtime. The Ark Thursday
lunches are available to everyone.

Alvechurch Library

Alvechurch Library's Watercolour Class will be holding an
exhibition throughout the month of March. Come to the library
and see examples of their work and get inspired to make your
own. The exhibition will be held in the gallery space of the
library and can be accessed during the libraries normal opening
times. As classes are sometimes held in the gallery space
please contact the library to check access before making a visit.

The Watercolour classes are led by popular artist-tutor Andrew
Clacher on a Tuesday afternoon. If you wish to join the class
next term please enquire at the library for more information.

Explore Learning will be holding two workshops at Alvechurch
Library during the Easter holidays. On Thursday 7™ April at 2 -
3pm they will be running a Revolting Rhymes Workshop based
on Roald Dahl's funny collection of poems. Looking at how Dahl
describes his characters and how descriptive words hint at
their personalities this Workshop is aimed at 5-7 year olds.

At 3.15-4.15pm on the same day there will be a Workshop for
children aged 7-9 based on the famous book, Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory. You will be able to put yourself in the shoes
of Willy Wonka and design your own eye-watering chocolate
bar.

All Workshops are free, please book through Alvechurch
Library by calling The Hub on 01905 822722, Email -
AlvechurchLib@worcestershire.gov.uk or pop in to the library
on the Birmingham Road, Alvechurch.

Husband & Wife
Decorators
Fast, Clean Work
Excellent References
Reasonable Rates
Free Quotes
Call Barry or Marie on
01527 540169
07930 452036
email:
bshakles@yahoo.co.uk

REHABILITATION MASSAGE &
PAIN MANAGEMENT
For Stroke, Hemiplegia, M.S.,

Parkinson’s disease, Rh.Arthritis,

M.E. old injuries, Ch. Arthritis, Ch.

Neurological condition, Old age
health problems and other long term

illness.
Do you want to:

Improve circulation, Sleep better,
Relax body & mind, Relieve back
pain & body aches, through Indian
Ayurvedic Massage.

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE.
Contact - Jose
07742732083 / 01527597203
www.ayurvedictherapy.co.uk

Do you need a
Helping Hand?

Our local care team has been
providing award winning quality
homecare since 1989.

We offer a homecare service from

30 minutes per week to full-time
Live-in Care, which enables you or
your loved one to remain at home

with compassion and dignity.

To find out how we can help,

call: 01527 810 889 or

visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk
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] & D Mason

—— OPTICIANS ——
Providing Quality Eyecare
For Over 30 Years

23 The Square
Alvechurch
B48 TLA
0121 447 8682

s
limited

* Letterheads

* Brochures

* Business cards

* Leaflets

* Labels

*Flyers

* Envelopes

www.harlequinprint.co.uk
Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk

0121 459 3454

26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Centre
Birmingham B30 3HZ

orl@quimpriQ

Burcot Grange
Residential
Care Setting for
the Elderly

A unique blend of luxury country house
living and quality forward thinking care,
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for
retirement living.

Long termcare

Individually desig ned independent living
suites

Short stay convalescent and holiday
accommodation

For more information or to arrange a visit
go to www.burcotgrange com
Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot,
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ.
0121 445 5552 admin@ burcotgrange com
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Jokes

In a sack
Seen in a church magazine: ‘Bring your old newspapers
(and your neighbours), put them in a sack and tie them if
possible.’

Wages

Advert for a new minister: ‘Wages not high, but
retirement benefits out of this world.’

Sign

Outside a New York Convalescent Home there is a sign:
‘For the sick and tired of the Episcopal Church’...

‘Don’t die’ - The vicar announced: ‘/ am sure that you will
not wish to overwork our visiting priest while | am on
holiday, and will keep funerals to a minimum.’

Ladies
Notice in a church hall where a sale of second-hand
clothes was in progress: ‘Ladies may have a fit upstairs’.

Would you
like to grow
your own
fruit and veg?

Would you like to grow your #
own fruit and veg?

Alvechurch Allotment A
Association have a couple
allotment plots available on \
the Old Rectory Lane site.

If you live in Alvechurch Parish and are interested in renting
one please give your name and address into the Alvechurch
Parish Office, 16 The Square, Alvechurch, B48 7LA.
Telephone: 0121 447 8016

Some plot-holders share the work with family or friends.
Informal visits to see the site are very welcome. Just come
along.



Refreshments available

Can You Hear Me?

The Alvechurch Cricket Club is the venue for our next get
together for people experiencing hearing loss. We enjoy
the freedom of being able to chat in an understanding
environment, with a loop system to aid those who need
it.

This month we are chatting with an expert in 'Falls
Prevention'. You are very welcome to join us at 10.30am -
12 noon on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.

VENUE  ALVECHURCH CRICKET CLUB
TIME 10-30AM - 12 NOON
DATE 16TH MARCH 2016

For further information....Pat 07966370448

James Giles
& Sons

A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS
ESTABLISHED 1916
Serving all communities
with dignity and
understanding

Private Chapel of Rest
Day and Night Service
Woodland Burial

Golden Charter and Help
the Aged Funeral Plans
e Catering and Floral
Tributes

Telephone 01527 872318
24 Stourbridge Road

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE

Quality Carpenter
& Joiner

For all your building
needs, Furniture, Fire
Surrounds & fittings

RICHARD BENNETT

Peacehaven, Grange
Lane. Alvechurch,
Birmingham, B48 7DJ

Phone: 01527 66774
Mobile: 07966229582

Your local

ELECTRICIAN =

Fault Finding/ Repairs

Extra Lights and Sockets

New Fuse Boards

Rewires

Landlord Inspections

Qualified Electrician

Free Quotes

Fully Insured

Tidy Work

Reliable Service

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call Nat on:

01527 878316 or 07791 923459

njmelectrical

i
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Huntleys
Funeral Services

A life well remembered
lives on. A funeral is a time
to say goodbye and to
remember the life of a person
you love. It’s our privilege to
be at your side. Visit us at
www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk

Redditch
58 Ipsley Street

01527 62106
a

W runeral Partners
funeralpartners.co.uk

Spring View Care
Nursing Home

Spring View Care provides small
homely nursing home where our
residents are at the heart of
everything. We aim to provide
nursing homes where we ourselves
would be happy to stay.

We operate two high quality Nursing
Homes:

1: Grosvenor House in Alvechurch
2: Tutnall Hall in Bromsgrove
To arrange a visit call
Tel: 0121 445 0033
www.springviewcare.co.uk

FANCY A
HOLIDAY

IN TENERIFE OR
A BREAK IN
LIVERPOOL?

LOCAL OWNER

OFFERS GOOD
DEALS
VIEW AT:
www.tenerifewithtony.co.uk

or TEL TONY ON

0771 9631331

FOR FURTHER INFO
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Parish Prayers P

Prayers will be said at St Laurence -
Church for the residents of the
following roads:

Meadow Lane
Mill Court
Newbourne Hill
Oaktree Close

Sunday 6th March

Sunday 13th March
Sunday 20th march
Sunday 27th march

The Worcester-Birmingham &
Droitwich Canals Society

Tony Brannon writes...

The Worcester-Birmingham & Droitwich Canals Society is
based locally in Alvechurch.

Regular monthly meetings are held in the Meeting Room
at the Alvechurch Boat Centre, Scarfield Wharf, B48 7SQ,
just behind the Weighbridge Pub.

Meetings are always held on the first Tuesday of every
month when we usually have guest speakers who give
illustrated talks on a wide variety of both waterway and
non waterway related subjects. This provides an
opportunity for you to relax and meet with other people
with similar interests. In July & August we usually have an
evening walk and meet elsewhere.

Our next meeting on 1st March (NOT 8th March as
previously published) will be: ‘Waterways From The
Air’ (1920s and 1930s) by Tony Conder. Please arrive by
7.45pm for an 8pm start.

There is no charge for admission and non members are
very welcome. The meeting room is compliant with
disability access.

You do not need to be a boat owner as many of our
members are not.

For further details please contact Tony Brannon on 07763
468893 or email fiftyeight@talktalk.net



mailto:fiftyeight@talktalk.net

Kids Corner

Easter Word Search

w Y S M

K R I & E N Y C E N O T S E C

E ¢C I F I R C A S E A S D R |
E V I L AL NBMOTRB O F
S I N U I N NA I L S C T F Y
WV G F AENUP I L A TEE S
B R EADTE Y A RPD I E D B

ALIVE GETHSEMANE

BELIEVE GUARDS

BETRAYED HOSANNA SACRIFICE

BREAD LIFE SIN

CROSS NAILS | _| SON

CRUCIFY PALMS STONE

DIED PILATE THORNS

DONKEY PRAYED TOMB

EMPTY RISEN

FORGIVEN ROOSTER
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ANNUAL
TABLE TOP SALE

Saturday 2nd April 10.30am — 3pm
The Ark, St Laurence Church, Alvechurch

FREE ADMISSION

Tables £5 available from
Karen on 445 4980

PPPPPP



The Midland Sinfonia presents

British Chamber Masterpieces
St Laurence Church, Alvechurch

Saturday 19 March 7 for 7.30pm

Shulah Oliver and Richard Laing - violins
Ruth Woolley - viola
Rebecca Rose - cello
Simon Marlow - piano

Playing
Dvorak — ‘American’ Quartet
Elgar — Violin Sonata
Laing — Violin Sonata
Borodin — Notturno, 2nd Quartet

Tickets: on the door £13, in advance £12 from The Village Green Grocer, Alvechurch
or book online at www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk
FT students and schoolchildren accompanying an adult free.

For more information: marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk or 0121 447 7040

Messy Church

MESSY CHURCH is back in Alvechurch.

‘Churches Together’ in Alvechurch and Rowney Green
are organising a one-off Messy Church at Alvechurch
Baptist Church on Wed 2nd March, starting at
3.30pm.

Please come with your children and enjoy all the fun (children must be accompanied by
a parent or guardian). A substantial meal will be provided for everyone and all dietary
needs will be catered for. For more details contact Roger & Ruth on 0121 445 0505.

The activities are part of the Women’s World Day of Prayer service which is also at the
Baptist Church on Friday 4th March at 3.30pm.
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Rowney Green
Horticultural Society

Lindsay Smith writes...

Rowney Green Horticultural Society meets
at the Peace Hall on the second Thursday
each month at 7.30 pm.

At the meeting on March 10th our guest
speakers will be Helen Picton and her
husband Ross Barbour from Old Court
Nursery and The Picton Garden and their
subject is "Alpines”.

Guests are welcome - £3.50 including
refreshments.

For more information please contact Lindsay
Smith on 01527 592874.

Alvechurch WI

Pam Horsfield writes...

Denise Cashmore, President, welcomed
members and friends to our February
meeting, including some who had returned
after a brief respite who we were very
pleased to see again. It was also good to
hear from Jenny our treasurer that subscrip-
tions were being paid promptly and four
new members had joined us - a very good
sign for the new year.

Pam gave information about the
Weatheroak Group Meeting at Rowney
Green with Paul Harding as the speaker and
also the County Spring Meeting at
Pershore. There are days being arranged in
the county for those wanting to learn more
about the WI use of the internet and
Twitter: plus many more courses on a
variety of subjects, as well as a writing
competition for anyone who is interested.

Members were reminded that we will be
working with Hillside and Hopwood WIs as
usual to organise St George's Day teas in the
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Village Hall on Saturday 23rd April with a
special competition for the under 9yrs which
will be advertised soon at the Lounge and
the Library....so watch out for these
details!!!

Christine Grainger told members of a couple
of minibus outings for our members in April
to Stowe and Batsford Arboretum and in
May to Warwick and Lord Leycester’s
Hospital and, if these are successful, we may
arrange more later in the year.

Our speaker for the evening was Neil
Roberts whose talk was on 'The Secret' life of
a magician'. We learned about the
development of societies of magicians
across the UK and the USA to the present
time, when there are very successful annual
national and worldwide conventions. There
are also companies providing the materials
used by magicians, plus books written by
members, and situations provided where
magicians can perform to others and
encourage young members to develop their
skills. Neil gave a very informative talk and
was thanked in an amusing way by Celia
Cochrane, after which we all enjoyed time
for tea and a natter to friends.

Our next meeting will be on Monday 14th
March at 7:30pm and all visitors are wel-
come.

Rowney Green Flower Club
Celia Hitch writes...

Rowney Green Flower Club will not be
holding an evening meeting in March.
However we will be having a special coffee
morning on bank holiday Monday, 28th
March, at The Peace Hall, Rowney Green. It
commences at 10.30am and finishes 12
noon. There will be a "bring and buy" table,
and coffee and biscuits will be served.
Contact: Celia Hitch on 0121 445 4824.



Letter from the
Archdeacon of Worcester

Robert Jones writes...

A friend was talking about another friend
from his university days who he described
as a ‘heavy Christian’. | think he meant the
rather intense believer who witnesses
readily, but sometimes puts people off. It
got me thinking about the ways in which |
was or wasn’t a ‘heavy’ Christian myself!

We sometimes make heavy weather of
what we call Good News. It can feel as
though it is all down to us rather than God.
The truth is that we don’t have to save the
whole world, but simply play our small part
in responding to God’s love.

Prayer is all about noticing what God is
doing. Anthony de Mello, a Jesuit, collected
stories of faith, including this one:

‘Master, is there anything | can do to make
myself more enlightened?’ The master
replies, ‘Do as little as you can to make the
sun rise in the morning.” ‘But master, of
what use then are the spiritual exercises you
prescribe?’ ‘To make sure you are not asleep
when the sun rises!’

Our Christian traditions and disciplines —
worship and prayer, study of scripture — are
to make us more aware of God’s presence
in the world and to be more present
ourselves.

Feeling good about ourselves and God does
not need to be selfish. Many of the great
social activists have been people who spent
time in contemplative prayer and learned to
notice what was happening - people who
could see the wood for the trees, as we say.

Once you become attentive you notice
more. So, for example, you notice that refu-
gees aren’t simply an issue to be dealt with
but are families; people who are refugees.
Or, the issue of homosexuality, with which
the church struggles, is about people who
are gay.

Karl Barth, a great Twentieth Century Swiss
theologian, whose life spanned two world
wars, said: 'To clasp the hands in prayer is
the beginning of an uprising against the
disorder of the world.' Ours is a social
gospel, and we all have our part to play. So
often it starts from attentiveness, learning
to be present.

Later this month we celebrate Holy Week
and Easter, when Jesus enters the depths of
what it means to be human. You might say
it was a small event on the world stage: the
press would probably have been stalking
the corridors of power, rather than the
municipal rubbish dump outside the city
wall. But it was not just another crucifixion —
it was the main event, along with what
happened three days later, for those who
had eyes to see. Let us learn to be attentive
then, to make sure we are not asleep when
the sun rises.
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Alvechurch Historical Society
Hilary Taylor writes...

Our recent AGM, was followed by a slide &
audio presentation on the Worcester -
Birmingham canal, which runs through
Alvechurch. John Hemingway, told us about
the Worcester - Birmingham & Droitwich Canal
Society, which has been active in the village
since 1969. For many decades the canal was
used to transport goods, such as coal,
limestone, salt, bricks from Alvechurch and
cocoa to Cadbury’s in Bournville. By the mid
1960s it had been superseded by road
transport, and there were moves to infill the
waterway. Happily it was preserved, and now
is busy with leisure boats, many of them
traditional narrow boats. Negotiating the 30
lock flight (the longest in the country) at
Tardebigge recreates a slower pace of life,
along with the physical effort of working the
lock gates.

VISITORS WELCOME - New members and visi-
tors are welcome at our meetings.

Monday 7 March 2016 : Ned Williams
“Understanding the Black Country”

Ned is the author of over 40 books on the
Black Country. As well as local history, his
interests include local railways, cinemas and
Co-ops.

Monday 4™ April 2016: Mike Watkins
“Titanic: things you didn’t know”

From the beginning through to the
aftermath, this is a fascinating talk about the
enduring and iconic RMS Titanic, which
tragically sank on 15 April 1912 after colliding
with an iceberg during her maiden voyage
from Southampton.

AHS meetings are held on the first

Monday of the month, at 7.45pm, in the
museum on School Lane. Parking is available
behind the Catholic Church, with their kind
permission. New faces are always welcome,
just come along, or contact our chairman,
Anne Humphries on 0121 445 5955.
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Quotations with Easter
in mind...

The Christian teaching about who crucified
Christ is not that the Romans or the Jews or
whatever people happened to be there did,
but that you and | did, and that all human
societies without exception are involved in the
crucifixion of Christ. - Northrop Frye

They crucified Him with the criminals. Which is
more amazing, to find Jesus in such bad
company, or to find the criminals in such good
company? ...Jesus did not die for the sake of a
good world, He died for the sake of an evil
world. - Karl Barth

Gethsemane invites us to consider ... what it
meant for Jesus to be, in a unique sense, God'’s
Son. The very moment of greatest intimacy —
the desperate prayer to ‘Abba, Father’ —is also
the moment where ... he is set on the course
for the moment of God-forsakenness on the
cross. - Tom Wright

The tragedy of the second millennium was
that the Cross, starting with the Crusades,
became an emblem of the sword... the chal-
lenge of this third millennium is to let it be
what it was and what it still is in its origin —an
emblem of unconditional love. - Ray Simpson

Any rational sceptic will remind me that an-
cient rumours of a rabbi’s resurrection make a
thin limb on which to hang the hopes of the
world. Yes, | would admit, it is a thin limb. But
sturdy enough, for all that, to have held up a
sign for all these ages that God the Creator has
the competence to renew the world He made.
- Lewis Smedes

If Resurrection happened regularly, there
would be nothing different about Jesus being
raised from the dead. He would be one among
many, just another statistic.... If (Jesus’s
resurrection) is unique, then by definition,
there will be no analogous events. That makes
it a lot harder to believe. It also makes it worth
believing. - Alister McGrath



The Ecumenical Lent Course for 2016

CTARG (Churches Together in Alvechurch and Rowney Green) are holding ecumenical
groups during Lent, as below. There is still opportunity to join a group, if you would like to,
by contacting the appropriate group leader. This year we are using the book of daily Bible
readings and reflections, “Dust and Glory”, by David Runcorn. “Dust and Glory”
acknowledges both the dust of our mortality, but also the glory that keeps breaking in with
unexpected life, hope and new beginnings. The CTARG final plenary meeting for the
ecumenical lent groups is on Monday 25 April at 7:30pm in the Ark.

Day Time Start date | Leader Venue

Wednesday | 7.30pm 17th Fiona Shea. 13 Athlestan Close
February 07870915892
fkshea@gmail.com

Monday 1lam 15th Sue Phillips. The Lounge (There is
February 445 3620 a small charge for
sue@suephillips.org this group)
Wednesday | 10.15am 17th Felicity Rixon. St Mary's,
February 445 2371 School Lane
felicityrixon@hotmail.com
Wednesday | 2.00pm 10th Dick Russell. 445 3083 32 Callow Hill Road

February russell2goth-
ic@btinternet.com

Thursday 7.30pm 11th Graham & Lynn Clark. The Coach House,
February 445 2547 School Lane
clarkalvechurch@sky.com

Easter Services at St Laurence

You are very welcome to attend any of our I
special Easter services : ‘ r
Thursday 24 March - 7.30pm:

Maundy Thursday communion service = A By =i

Friday 25 March (Good Friday) - 2pm: e
“Time at the Cross” — United Good Friday service at Alvechurch Baptist Church

Saturday 26 March - 6.30pm :
Easter Vigil

Sunday 27 March (Easter Day) -

8 am: Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am: Joint Easter Day communion service celebration

6pm : Sacred Space — a guided silence on the theme of “Resurrection”
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News from the Tower

Geoff Franklin writes...

We're well into the preparations for our
TableTop Sale in the Ark on Saturday April
2nd. Karen (0121 445 4980) is taking bookings
from people who want tables for themselves,
and the rest of us are starting to collect stock
for the ringers' table.

It's time to start your spring cleaning. Turn out
your cupboards, sheds and attics and let us
get rid of some clutter for you. Talk to any of
the ringers, phone Colin on 01527 64077 or
email alvechurchbells@yahoo.co.uk All the
money raised is going to the upkeep of the
tower this year. We had the major restoration
works a couple of years ago and this has left
the ringing chamber in a bit of a mess. We're
planning to have the walls repainted and to
replace the offcuts on the floor with a proper
carpet.

Ringing is also going well. We've got three

new ringers, two beginners and a third who's
already got some experience. You might have
heard them on practice nights; instead of

hearing all the bells going there's just a single
bell ringing as one of the learners learns how
to handle the rope. If you are very observant

From The Registers

you might also hear the rest of us coming to
terms with Grandsire Doubles on six bells later
in the evening.

Ringing the bells in the basic sequence of
rounds (1-2-3-4-5-6) gets monotonous (for us
and for the listener) and Grandsire brings a bit
of variety. It's one of the oldest traditional
methods and takes us through thirty different
sequences, starting and finishing in rounds.
Listen carefully on Tuesday and you may hear
us; a few seconds of rounds to start with then
a couple of minutes of different patterns until
we end up neatly back in rounds again.

Flowers

Easter is early this year and Easter Day is 27th
March. | will be in church at 9.30am on
Saturday 26th March to begin decorating and
will be asking for help with this most
enjoyable task. | will have a board on the table
for signing which helps me if | know who can
come along. If you would like to donate to the
Lilies in memory of a loved one there will be a
separate list for those as well. My new rota for
the year will also be on the table for names.

Ann Thurrell
0121 447 7668
Email: annthurrell@hotmail.co.uk

Funerals and Cremations
May they rest in the peace of Christ

5 February
9 February
18 February
19 February
26 February
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Elizabeth ‘Beth’ Hopton
Nik Jelicic

Alan White

Bill Parry

Colin Sheppard
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Rector
Licensed Lay Ministers

Authorised Lay Ministers

Churchwardens

Deputy Wardens

PCC Secretary

PCC Treasurer

Organist & Choirmaster
Electoral Roll Officer
Tower Captain

Singing Group

Mum’s the Word
Flower Co-ordinator
Women'’s Fellowship
Ark Booking Secretary )
& Grapevine advertising )
Grapevine Editor)

Finance and Standing Committee

Who’s who

Revd Richard Bubbers, Priest-in-charge, School Lane, 445 1087

stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk

Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd, 445 3083

Ms Sue Phillips, Withybed Green, 445 3620

Mrs Helena Allen, 117 Birmingham Road, 445 5605

Mr Martin Allen, 117 Birmingham Road, 445 5605

Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983

Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547

Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547

Mr Michael Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451

Mrs Annette Thomas, 8 Snake Lane, 445 5180

Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive, 445 1854

Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547

Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451

Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077

Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569

Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293

Mr Andy Notley, 38 The Buckleys, B48 7NF

Mrs Enid Brumsen, 32 Callow Hill Road, 445 0663

Mrs Susan Seeley, 40 Bear Hill, B48 7JX

Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569

Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335

Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077

Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212

Mrs Nina Stanfield, 07592132677

Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668

Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road, 445 2125

Mr lan Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955
thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk

PCC Special Responsibilities

Task Committee

Graham Clark Mick Fletcher Mick Fletcher Dick Russell
Alison Smith Bob Dale Graham Clark Sue Phillips
Janet Wright Susan Seeley

Children and Youth Committee
Martin Allen Mick Fletcher
Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark

Buildings, Fabric and Churchyard Committee
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett

David Richmond Jill Woolley

Janet Wright Lynne Clark

Andy Humphries

Peru and Missionary Committee
Sue Phillips Dick Russell
Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste
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Calendar for MARCH

Tuesday 1

Wednesday 2

Thursday 3

Friday 4

Sunday 6

Monday 7

Thursday 10

Monday 14

Wednesday 16

Thursday 17

Saturday 19

Monday 21
Tuesday 22
Wednesday 23

Thursday 24

GOOD FRIDAY 25

SATURDAY 26

7.45pm

3.30pm
7.30pm

9.30am
10.00am
12.30pm

3.30pm
2.30pm

1.45pm
7.30pm
7.45pm

9.30am
12.30pm
7.30pm

7.30pm

10.30am

7.45pm

9.30am
12.30pm

7.00pm

1.45pm
7.30pm
2.00pm

9.30am

7.30pm

2.00pm
6.30pm

EASTER SUNDAY 27 8.00am

Monday 28

10.30am
6.00pm

10.30am

d

Worcester-Birmingham & Droitwich Canals Society: Talk
Meeting Room, Alvechurch Boat Centre: FREE all welcome
Messy Church: Alvechurch Baptist Church

Hillside WI: Talk: ‘Forty Years in Fashion’: The Ark

Mums The Word

Tiny Tots Service: St Laurence Church

Ark Café: Roast Pork

Annual Women's Day of Prayer: Baptist Church Alvechurch

Alvechurch Village Society: Walk ‘Charlie's Traditional
Mystery Tour’: Met at Tanyard Lane Car Park
Forget-Me-Nots: The Ark

Ark Angels WI: The Ark

Alvechurch Historical Society: Talk by Ned Williams
“Understanding the Black Country”: Museum, School Lane

Mums The Word

Ark Café: Somerset Chicken

Rowney Green Horticultural Society: “Alpines” talk: R.G. Peace Hall
Ark Angels WI: The Ark

APRIL GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS -

Articles to thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk

CAN YOU HEAR ME? For people experiencing a hearing loss:
Talk on ‘Falls Prevention’: Alvechurch Cricket Club

Alvechurch Village Society AGM: Village Hall: All welcome
Mums The Word

Ark Café: Roast Beef Lunch (Ticket Only)

The Midland Sinfonia: British Chamber Music Classics Concert:
St Laurence Church

Forget-Me-Nots: The Ark

PCC Meeting

St Laurence Women's Fellowship: Amish talk by Dawn Nex:
Tanyard Centre, Alvechurch

Mums The Word
No café today (The café reopens after Easter on 14th April)
Maundy Thursday communion service: St Laurence Church

“Time at the Cross” — United service: Alvechurch Baptist Church
Easter Vigil: St Laurence Church

Holy Communion (BCP)

Joint Easter Day communion service celebration: St Laurence
Sacred Space — a guided silence on the theme of “Resurrection”

Rowney Green Flower Club Coffee Morning: R. Green Peace Hall

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ
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