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St Laurence Church Alvechurch
Please see page 6 for our proposed services details.
Our usual services, activities and groups remain suspended because of
the pandemic.
Please consult our website (www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org) for any
update on the situation.
We hope that you can join us for our weekly recorded services online
- please see page 6 for more details: the link to our YouTube channel is
on the homepage of our website (www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org).

GROUPS (suspended as explained above)
Sunday Club - Sundays during term time 9.30am Church & Ark
Choir - Thursdays at 7.45pm in Church (445 3569)
Bellringers - Sundays at 10.45am
Tuesday Practice at 7.30pm (01527 64077)
Ark Tots and Toddlers - Thursdays 9.30am to 11.10am in The Ark
Tiny Tots Service - 10.45am 4th Thursday of the month
(sarah100work@gmail.com)
Home Group - Thursdays 7.30pm at the Coach House (445 2547)
THE ARK
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 (admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk)
Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783
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Philippa Brakes writes...
body would feel the lack if one is lost. Each
of us, I believe is placed where we are by
God who created and knows our unique
skills and personalities, to do specific tasks
that he will equip us to perform.

Is there anyone, anywhere who isn’t glad to
see the back of 2020? Personally I feel
rather sad that two of our grandchildren
will have been born in a year that will make
everyone shudder slightly on reflection for
years to come. Those same grandchildren
will probably be paying the financial cost of
their grandparents’ survival for the rest of
their lives!

The simple fact is though, that we need
each other too. As Paul says “But God has
combined the members of the body and has
given greater honour to the parts that
lacked it. So that there should be no division
in the body, but that its parts should have
equal concern for each other. If one part
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part
is honoured, every part rejoices with it.” We
seem to have learned so much in the last
year about how to be more thoughtful
towards the people around us. I have seen
and experienced the people of Alvechurch
pulling together to help those in need,
providing and contributing to food banks,
shopping for the vulnerable, fetching and
distributing prescriptions, baking cakes for
neighbours, the list seems endless. I read
that families have learned to forage together and cook together in the extra time
provided by furloughs and closed schools.

However, 2021 is a new start; vaccines are
available and, miraculously, it seems will be
made available to everyone, including the
poorer countries who might struggle to
afford them. It appears that the world has
finally stumbled into the idea that we are all
interconnected like a single body; if one
part suffers, the whole body suffers.
I pray that the lessons we have all learned
this year about being one under the care of
St Paul, in 1 Corinthians chapter 12 verses
God who loves us beyond all measure will
12 to 27 refers to the body of believers,
carry over into a time when a more
each of us representing a different part with “normal” life may resume. May we rememdifferent roles to play. It is so easy someber the oneness of our whole world and
times to feel inadequate if we compare
that love and care can spread as powerfully,
ourselves to others and see that their
quickly and effectively as any virus if we
appearance/achievements/personalities are each do our part. May 2021 prove to be a
so much more impressive than ours and yet year of growing peace and kindness and a
all parts of the body are vital in their own
year in which we can all finally hug each
ways. The eyes may seem more interesting other again.
and useful than the little toes and yet little
toes are vital for balance and the whole
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Spiritual resources during Covid-19
In addition to our church service details, mentioned on page
6, please do look at our weekly recorded services on
YouTube. A fresh service is available each Sunday morning,
and you will find the link to our channel (St Laurence Alvechurch) on the homepage of our website –
www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org
You will also find a link to resources for personal prayer,
reflection and worship on the home page of our website.
Please feel free to try whatever you may find helpful.
Lectio365 (www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional) this free
app is a daily devotional resource that helps you encounter
God and shape your life by praying the Bible every day. The
readings and the prayers may be read and/or listened to.
Time to Pray (www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray) this free app presents everything you need for Prayer During
the Day, with variations according to the day of the week and
the season of the Church’s year.
Daily Prayer (www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/daily-prayer) this free app helps you follow any of Morning, Evening and
Night Prayer (Anglican Common Worship). It presents the
three services in full with NRSV Bible readings for each day.
If you are looking for a free reflection/meditation any day of
the week, try the Franciscan Richard Rohr from the Centre for
Action and Contemplation: www.cac.org/category/dailymeditations/
If you are looking for a useful resource for reshaping your
daily pattern of living in a way that fits with how your life is,
try the Rule of life booklet from St Aldates Church in Oxford:
http://www.staldates.org.uk/about/vision
The Church of England has launched a new programme to
help families to talk about faith and pray together. Faith at
Home will explore themes including courage, patience, generosity, resilience, love and hope. Faith at Home can be
accessed at www.churchofengland.org/faithathome

Other worship at home ideas for children and families: ideas
and resources to help you share your faith with your family at
home – see the Worcester Diocese website at www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/children-family-worship-at-home
Online church services across the Diocese –
see: www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/2020/03/21/onlinechurch-services-across-diocese/
Daily chants from Taize may be found at www.churchtimes.co.uk/coronavirus-resources
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New resources to connect with Church families
For many churches, our present and ongoing situation with
the pandemic has seen a dramatic reduction in connections
with our church children, with the challenges of not being
able to meet in Sunday schools and church children’s clubs.
To help parishes, our Calling Young Disciples team have
created some interactive resources for children to use each
week during church services, or at home.
The resources can be easily access via the QR code below,
which can be reproduced on pews and notice sheets or
accessed direct from the diocese website via the website
address below. The resources can be accessed using mobile
phones, tablets (with internet access) and computers at
home, simply point the device’s camera at the QR code - it
will bring up the link and away you go!
The resources will be updated each week and will relate to
one of the readings from the lectionary.
The Bible reading is available to read, with a short
explanation to help the children to understand it, and there
will also be a short prayer and links to the resources related
to the theme that week. The resources are available
at different levels: easy, medium or hard.
We hope that these resources will help the children connect
with the Bible stories in a new and interactive way!
You can find the Interactive Children's Resources at www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/interactive-childrens-resources
Here is the QR code. Just scan with your mobile phone -
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RECTORY COTTAGE
BED AND BREAKFAST
Old Rectory Lane
Alvechurch
Offers warm and welcoming
accommodation with super breakfasts
and attractive spacious bedrooms

Our Church Services
In December, after the second
lockdown, we restarted our limited
services in church, adhering to the
safety requirements. Below is the
planned schedule of our services for
the time being:
1. 9.30am - on 1st Sunday family communion service, and
on 2nd,3rd,4th and 5th Sundays family worship service.

Contact Celia on 0121 445 4824 or
visit our website
www.rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk

2. 11.15am - on 1st Sunday morning prayer (common
worship), and on 2nd,3rd,4th and 5th Sundays communion
service (common worship).
Safety restrictions include, amongst other things, our not
being able to sing together. Two metre distancing means
we cannot safely fit in more than 31 people per service in
the marked seats, but of course members of the same
household are able to sit together and this will increase
the maximum number who may be accommodated. Face
coverings are also required, unless you come within one
of the exempted groups. We will also need to ask at each
service for contact details for the government’s “test and
trace” scheme.
Please also note on Sunday morning the Ark is open only
for the use of the toilet, and because of the current health
restrictions, only the disabled toilet will be in use.
We are continuing to produce our weekly recorded
services online, particularly for those who are not able to
attend church at the moment. You will find the link to our
YouTube channel on the homepage of our website –
www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org
Please pray for those who may contribute to and for
those who may benefit from both our recorded services
and our in-person services during this period of transition.
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What’s your image of God?
Richard Bubbers writes…
It can be important to understand the image of God
which we may have acquired when we were young. The
Bible talks about the "fear of God", but it is not referring
to the emotion of fear, but rather to having the right
relationship with God: the right relationship with God is
to trust him - it involves reverence and awe for who God
is, as well as trust in his goodness and compassion. It can
be likened to being invited into a mystery which contains
everything our hearts could possibly desire.

This is well illustrated by a story which Thomas Keating
tells of Basil Hume (1923-1999), who became the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster. He was brought up in a
strict household, and in order to discipline the children,
his mother called them together one day and, pointing
to a tin in the pantry, said, "You see that biscuit tin? I
don't want you children putting a hand in that tin between meals. It is only for dessert on special occasions."
And as a sanction she added: "Because God is always
watching you." The young Basil's idea of God, which had
been very trusting up to that point, changed to that of a
policeman or a pitiless judge always watching for his
every fault. This unhealthy fear of God seemed to have
retarded his spiritual growth for the next 20 or 30 years.

James Giles
& Sons
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS
ESTABLISHED 1916

Serving all communities
with dignity and
understanding
•
•
•
•
•

Private Chapel of Rest
Day and Night Service
Woodland Burial
Golden Charter and Help
the Aged Funeral Plans
Catering and Floral
Tributes

Telephone 01527 872318
24 Stourbridge Road
Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE

Young Basil eventually entered a Benedictine monastery,
where there were even more rules that his mother had
laid down at home. The older Basil later talked about
what he then came to realise, which completely changed
his attitude towards God: "I realised that if as a child I
had put my hand into the biscuit tin, and if it had been
between meals, if God had really been watching me, he
would have said, "Son, why don't you take another one?"
This is the God of the Bible, who in the most profound
way is mercy and love, and who sees us as his muchloved children. This is the God of Jesus Christ, whom he
called “Abba” (a very personal Aramaic word for
“Daddy”) - the God of unending concern for everyone,
ever present to us and enfolding us in his infinite love.
This is what a child – and indeed a person of any age needs to hear.
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New Year Wishes
Wishing you all a happy New Year blessed
with Hope, good health and Peace.
Love Rosina, Lyn and Mike, Margaret, Gloria
and Anna, Veronica and Sue,
and Alison and Mike.

ADVERTISE HERE
Just £150 for 12 months

Other options available

Reach readers in
Alvechurch, Rowney Green,
and surrounding
areas. The magazine is also
available as a download on the
church website.

For more details contact Ian
Price on 0121 447 7955
or email admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk

Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity
The Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity is traditionally held between
18-25 January.
This year’s materials have been
prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in
Switzerland. The chosen theme, “Abide in my love and you
shall bear much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 and expresses the Grandchamp Community’s vocation to prayer,
reconciliation and unity.
The community has fifty sisters, all women from different
generations, Church traditions, countries and continents.
The sisters remain faithful to a life of prayer, life in community and the welcoming of guests as they share the grace of
their monastic life with visitors and volunteers who go to
Grandchamp for a time of retreat, silence, healing or in
search of meaning.
Abiding in Christ is an inner attitude that takes root in us
over time. It demands space to grow. It can be overtaken by
the struggle for the necessities of life and it is threatened by
the distractions, noise, activity and the challenges of life.
During this week, the sisters are inviting churches to enter
into their tradition of prayer and silence, remembering that
prayer and everyday life are not two separate realities but
are meant to be united. All that we experience is meant to
become an encounter with God.

This year these resources may be accessed at
www.oikoumene.org/week-of-prayer
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Kids Corner
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Personal message from the Rector
Revd Richard Bubbers Writes...
After what will be 6 1/2 very happy and fulfilling years in Alvechurch, I have confirmed to
the Parochial Church Council that I will be retiring from full-time ministry when I reach
the age of 66. This means that my last Sunday at St Laurence’s will be on 4 July 2021, and
Sally and I will be moving to live in Market Drayton in Shropshire. Alongside my being
Rector, I have also had the role of workplace chaplain with Faith at Work in Worcestershire, and I very much appreciate my involvement with local shops and businesses, as
well as leading a small group of volunteer chaplains. There will of course be opportunity
to say more in due course.

Take The New Year As It Comes
Writing an article on the last day of November for inclusion in the
January issue of a parish magazine needs the wisdom of the prophet
Daniel, who could unravel mysteries and foretell the future. Sadly,
the Diocesan Director of Communications has asked me instead!
What will be happening about the Covid restrictions and the progress
of the vaccine? What trading arrangements will there be with the
European Union as the transition period comes to an end? Will there
be an orderly transition of power in the United States? I don’t know
the answers to any of these questions, but the enthusiasm or otherwise with which we
wish each other a ‘happy New Year’ will depend in large measure on the answers to
those questions. Our lives and our livelihoods, the health of ourselves and our loved
ones and the earth itself are all bound up in the answers to those questions.
There is a rich seam of Christian spirituality to help us reflect on the fact that we cannot
foretell the future. Jesus said, ‘Do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Let the day’s own trouble be sufficient for the day’. The eighteenthcentury spiritual writer Jean-Pierre de Caussade wrote of ‘the sacrament of the present
moment’. And the English poet and theologian, St John Henry Newman, included these
lines in one of his hymns: ‘I do not ask to see the distant scene; one step enough for me’.
He addressed that hymn to the ‘Kindly Light’ whom he believed had guided his life, even
when he wasn’t aware of it.
We cannot know the future; we cannot even be certain of tomorrow. But we can put our
hope in the Kindly Light of Christ, and take the New Year as it comes, step by step.
Peter Atkinson, Dean of Worcester
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Living in Love and Faith

The Church of England has launched ‘Living in Love and Faith’ with a set of free teaching and
learning resources which draws together the Bible, theology, science and history with powerful real-life stories. Publishing these resources marks the start of a new process of discernment and decision-making on questions of identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage.
The Church is home to a great diversity of people. There are serious differences of opinion
on a variety of things, including human sexuality, and the Living in Love and Faith resources
engage with those differences. They are the product of three years’ work by more than 40
people, led by the Bishop of Coventry. They include a 480-page book, a series of films and
podcasts, a course and an online library of other publications.
Bishop John said:
“The hope is that we shall all be willing to use the resources for open, honest
and gracious listening, learning and discussion. It is intended that a period
of engagement will lead into a time-limited stage of discernment, followed
by the making of whatever decisions are needed for the life and mission of
the Church. This will not be an exercise in kicking these questions into the
long grass, but a meaningful process with a clear end-point.”
As a diocese, we will be engaging with Living in Love and Faith at our March
meeting of the Diocesan Synod, including setting out how we plan to engage
with it. Parishes and deaneries will be encouraged to think about how they
might also use some of these resources in due course. Director of Ministry
and Discipleship, Jonathan Kimber, has been appointed as the Diocesan Advocate for this work and will be looking at how best to support this process.
All are welcome to respond to the ‘next steps’ group led by the Bishop of
London, which will report back to General Synod in 2022.
Bishop John continued: “As bishops, we recognise that there have been deep
and painful divisions within the Church over questions of identity, sexuality,
relationships and marriage, stretching back over many years, and that a new
approach is now needed. Those divisions are rooted in sincerely held beliefs
about God’s will, but go to the heart of people’s lives and loves. I hope and
pray that people will feel able to engage with this process with love, grace,
kindness and compassion.”
The free online resources can be found at www.churchofengland.org/LLF
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Ringway helps out St Laurence
Andy Humphries writes…
Parishioners may have noticed a change in our church car park not long before Christmas. A state of the art parking space for those with disabilities coming to use the church
and churchyard. The story is heart warming and shows what some companies will do to
help communities like ours.
The work started small with a need to replace a rotten sleeper next to the footpath by
The Ark. Our churchyard maintenance team, Brock Brakes, Steve Thompson and Andy
Humphries took time off from mowing duties, to dig out the old one and install a new
sleeper in concrete and with patched tarmac to finish the job off. That’s where it could
have ended but a chance conversation between Andy and local resident Ian Bamforth,
who works for Worcestershire County Council, took things further, a lot further. The original idea was a lorry load of gravel to build up the car park, with material coming from
the highways depot near the football club at Lye Bridge. County Highways officers asked
their main contractor, Ringway, for advice and managers at Ringway agreed that some
work at St Laurence would fit in well with the company’s community improvement
schemes. The latter see company staff being encouraged to give a couple of days a year
to work on community-based schemes. So….the initial idea of a load of gravel turned into
a proper space for disabled parking, installed and marked out to current industry standards …and at no charge!
I met the Ringway team doing the work on an awful wet November Saturday …and
thanked them on behalf of everyone at St Laurence. The County Council and its
contractors often get a bad press for their highway improvements….I’m sure we’ve all
felt frustrated stuck at temporary traffic lights as a road is re-surfaced ! Well they also do
some great work for local communities and many people don’t realise that. St Laurence
has benefitted this time.
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Holocaust Memorial
Day 2021

Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) takes place every year on 27 January, and is the
international day to remember those murdered in the Holocaust, under Nazi persecution
and in the genocides that followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.
It is promoted and supported by the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust (HMDT), the national
charity which encourages remembrance in a world scarred by genocide.
HMD is marked in communities across the UK who come together to learn, reflect and
take action for a safer future. Faith groups are a huge part of this, and HMDT provides
support and resources to help churches mark HMD with their parishes.
For HMD 2021, the theme is “Be the light in the darkness” – a call to action which
resonates with people of all faiths and none. Resources include prayers, liturgical
resources, films, life stories and much more. For more information, visit the website www.hmd.org.uk

Alvechurch WI
Pam Horsfield writes…
In December we were busy gathering Christmas gifts to put into Goody Bags for all of our
members as we like to keep in contact despite being spread far and wide; from
Webheath to Elmbridge to Rubery, Longbridge and Kings Norton.
By the time you read this we hope you’ll all have had a happy and peaceful Christmas.
Maybe you’ll join us for our New Year meeting on January 11th when Chris
Davies will be joining us to tell us a tale or tales to start our new year.
Wishing you all a healthy New Year from AWI.
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Parish Prayers
At this time, we pray for all those who live and work in
our community and especially those who live and work
in:

Randall Avenue – 3 January
Red Lion Street – 10 January

Redditch Road, Alvechurch – 17 January
Redditch Road, Hopwood – 24 January
Robins Hill Drive – 31 January

Setting a trap for God………..
Richard Bubbers writes…
I recently read in Celtic Daily Prayer a fascinating insight into the word which Jesus used
when he was talking about praying.
The words we have of Jesus in the New Testament are in Greek, but Jesus would have
spoken originally in Aramaic. The literal meaning of the word for prayer in Aramaic is "to
set a trap". So "prayer" literally means "to set your mind like a trap and wait patiently,
still and alert, to catch the thoughts of God."

The word also means "to make an adjustment or tune in, to get reception." In Aramaic, if
I were to ask you to tune your radio to find a particular station, I would use the Aramaic
root word for prayer.
This is an invitation to open our hearts quietly and patiently, so that we are ready to
catch and receive all God has for us and is for us.
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Who’s who
Rector
Licensed Lay Ministers
Authorised Lay Ministers

Churchwardens

Deputy Wardens

PCC Secretary
Parish Safeguarding Officer
PCC Treasurer
Organist & Choirmaster
Electoral Roll Officer
Tower Captain
Singing Group
Ark Tots & Toddlers
Flower Co-ordinator
Ark Bookings Secretary
& Grapevine Editor

Revd Richard Bubbers, Rector, School Lane, 445 1087
stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk
Mrs Sue Phillips Wardle, 55 Birmingham Road, 445 0505
Mrs Helen Ayling, “Tarncroft”, Hewell Lane, Vigo, 445 6176
Mrs Helena Allen
Mr Martin Allen, 445 5605
Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983
Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547
Mr Michael Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451
Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547
Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451
Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077
Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569
Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293
Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, Alvechurch, B48 7LP
Mr Andy Notley, 445 5653
Mr Roger Wardle, 55 Birmingham Road, 445 0505
Mr Michael Davenport
Mrs Lysandra Notley, lysnotley@icloud.com, 07989327043
Mrs Sue Lambert, 7 Cygnet Close, B48 7PX, 07769110608
Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, Alvechurch, B48 7LP
Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569
Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335
Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077
Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212
Mrs Sarah Linton, sarah100work@gmail.com
Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668
Mr Ian Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk

PCC Special Responsibilities
Finance and
Standing Committee
Richard Bubbers
Graham Clark
Bob Dale

Mick Fletcher
Janet Wright
Peter Freeman

Children and Youth Committee
Martin Allen
Thomas Birchall
Kate Birchall

Mick Fletcher
Lynne Clark
Sarah Linton

Buildings, Fabric and Churchyard for
Mission Committee
Bob Dale
Graham Clark
Mick Fletcher
Janet Wright

Colin Bennett
Peter Freeman
Andy Humphries

Missionary Committee
Sue Phillips Wardle
Gordon Parsons
Sally Bubbers

Dick Russell
Margaret Haste
Sue Lambert
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Calendar for JANUARY
Please visit our church and Ark websites for details of our activities www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org and www.thearkalvechurch.co.uk
Thursday 14 FEBRUARY 2021 GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS: articles to admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk (please note the new email address)

Text Giving for St Laurence Church
Help to preserve the church for future generations by making a donation to
the mission and ministry of St Laurence’s.
Just scan this QR code with your mobile phone to make a donation
You can make a donation with a quick and simple text message
Text "STLALVECHURCH 5" to 70085 to donate £5
Texts cost £5 plus one standard rate message
Text "STLALVECHURCH 10" to 70085 to donate £10
Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message
Text "STLALVECHURCH 20" to 70085 to donate £20
Texts cost £20 plus one standard rate message
Or you can also make a donation by scanning
this QR code with your mobile phone

Or please send a cheque payable to Alvechurch PCC, posted to our parish
office address at The Ark, St Laurence Church, School Lane, Alvechurch,
Birmingham B48 7SB.
Or, if you would like to set up a direct debit (under the Parish Giving
Scheme), this can now be done over the telephone – please leave a brief
message on our church answerphone (0121 445 1087), or email the church
email address (stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk), with your name and
telephone number, so that our church treasurer may contact you.
With our thanks and prayers.
Alvechurch PCC - Registered charity number 1131783
POSITIVE PRINT, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Centre, Birmingham, B30 3HZ
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