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Hello and welcome to the first edition of our newly revamped and vibrant 
Grapevine Magazine from St Laurence Church and The Ark, we hope you 
will enjoy its content.

It has been nine months since my family and I arrived in Alvechurch and 
what a nine months it has been, the welcome we have received not only in 
the church but within the wider community has been amazing. Thank you 
for receiving us into the life of the community here in Alvechurch, we look 
forward to growing in relationship and friendship during our time here. 

Community and welcome are key themes in the life of God and in our 
Christian living, we understand God who is trinity - Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit as three persons in one, a community of being held within the one 
source of creator, redeemer and sustainer. But it doesn't end there, for 
the community of God isn't an exclusive community but a place of 
welcome - it is a relationship by where all are invited to come and see, not 
from the outside but from the inside. The welcome of God is an invitation 
to live within the very life of God, no one is excluded, all are welcome.

As church and community here in Alvechurch as we continue to grow in 
relationship together, I know that we can learn from each about being a 
welcoming community working together for the flourishing of our village. 
This month on Saturday 10th September we are hosting an event for 
Heritage Day, this is a collaborative event where lots of people and groups 
from our community with be offering fun entertainment, games and 
displays. The day will conclude with Pimms and Hymns at 4pm.

REVD 
GAIL 
WRITES...
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Another community focussed group we have started is a weekly 
tea and toast gathering called, 'Places of Welcome', again 
volunteers for this are both from with the church and the wider 
community. If would like to get involved, attending for tea and 
toast, friendship or as a volunteer you would be made very 
welcome. 

In this issue of Grapevine you will find lots more information 
about the life of St Laurence Church and The Ark, we are planning 
some exciting new events, and some reflective services of 
remembrance. Please do make a note of the dates knowing that 
you are very welcome to come and join us where you can.
Prayers and best wishes
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As part of the national Heritage Open Day celebrations, St 
Laurence and The Ark will be hosting a fun community event 

on  Saturday 10th September from 10am - 5pm.
 

Our programme of events will include bellringers, school choir, 
storytelling, yoga demo, sound bath demo, teddy bear parachuting, Morris 

dancers, model railway, community choir, refreshments - including 
barbeque, beers and cakes.

The event will conclude with Pimm's and hymns starting at 4pm
 

The church of St Laurence dates back to 1239 and was probably the site of 
an earlier Mercian church. Much of the church was rebuilt between 1858 

and 1861 by William Butterfield.
 

Features inside the church demonstrate its long history:
- A late Norman surround to the south doorway (dismantled/re-erected 

during the 19th century)
- Stained glass windows, some of which are 14th and 15th century design

- tomb effigy of a 14th century knight, said to be Sir John Blanchfront
- bell tower with a peal of 8 bells, dating from 1711

- large-scale re-building of parts of the church during the 19th century 
under the direction of William Butterfield

 
Our Church Hall - The Ark - was opened in 2006, winning the 2007 EASA 

President's Award for best Ecclesiastical Architecture 
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PROGRAMME
10AM 

BELL RINGERS

10.30AM
ALVECHURCH MIDDLE 
SCHOOL YEAR 5 SINGS

11AM
STORYTELLING

11:30AM
GUDIDED TOUR IN CHURCH

YOGA DEMO

12.15PM
MORRIS DANCERS

1PM
BELL RINGERS

 
 

2PM
SOUNDBATH - TASTER SESSION

 
1.30PM - 2.30PM

TEDDY BEAR PARACHUTING
 

2PM
SOUNDBATH DEMO

 

2.30PM 
COMMUNITY CHOIR

 

3PM
STORYTELLING

 

3.30PM
GUIDED TOUR IN CHURCH

 

 

4PM
PIMMS AND HYMNS

PIMMS ON SALE FROM  1PM
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with Martin Allen
“Everyday faith” is the Church of England’s initiative to help 

people think about God as they go about their daily lives – not 
just Sunday worship! 

Tell us about yourself.
I’m Martin, married to Helena. We live locally and have been 
worshipping @ St Laurence since 1988! We have two adult aged 
offspring and two fluffy dogs….

Where might we find you every day, and what sort of things 
would you be doing or being? 
This varies day to day. About half the days you’ll find me working as a 
GP in Northfield, or at a walk-in centre in Selly Oak. On other days you’ll 
find me working from home or on campus at the University of 
Birmingham where’ I’m involved in medical student teaching. When I’m 
not working, I’ll be around home pottering about! 

How do you experience God in the joys and challenges of 
everyday life?
Sometimes through reading the bible or a piece of music. At other 
times its in talking to someone and being able to help meet part of their 
needs or provide a listening ear. God’s presence in the challenges 
provides hope to keep going. I can have hope for people when they 
can’t hope themselves.
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How do you share your faith with others in everyday life?
I rarely have in depth conversations but chatting about what happens on 
Sunday and other days around church life and asking whether faith is 
important to them is part of it. In thanking people, I try to say, “bless you” 
and mean it. I also talk about how prayer helps me and an online Christian 
support group does too.

(How) Does your faith grow through everyday living? 
I think slowly! Prayer, bible reading and being part of Christian communities 
all help. Being stretched in my faith either to do things or believe helps.

St Laurence’s desire is to be a church for the whole community. 
Through being a Christ like presence to all we meet in this place, we 
worship and proclaim the love and hope of God. How does your 
everyday faith support that desire?
I hope I can be a signpost to Christ and talk about times when faith has kept 
me going. I am comfortable dealing with brokenness in people’s lives and 
not frightened to be in the midst of tough things with people. 

“Ministry” is what all believers are called to, not just for those 
ordained. How can we support you in yours? 
Remind me of my faith when I forget and behave in ways that don’t fit with 
God’s love!

How can we pray for you? 
That I can be more of a blessing to the communities and people to whom 
I’m connected.

How do you live out your faith in your everyday life? We 
would love to hear from you, to take part in this regular 

feature, please do get in contact. 
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One of our numerous granddaughters is due to start 
school in September and is enormously excited that 
she will see her sister there! Isn’t it strange, the little 
things that delight small children? This same child can
throw an impressive tantrum when the mood takes her yet still we all 
love every little atom of her. God must smile on us with that same “Oh 
bless them” view of us, his children. He sees and knows all our little 
foibles, our hidden negative side which emerges in thoughts, words and 
actions that belittle or hurt others. He also knows our talents and sees 
our attempts to be kind, thoughtful and generous.  It makes no 
difference to his love, though we hurt him with our defiance of his plan 
for us. In our joys, he celebrates with us and in our pain he kneels by us 
as we weep; reaches out his arms and whispers, “I understand; I’ve been 
there.” In Christ’s cry on the cross “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me” is all our pain, fear and despair encapsulated. Jesus knows, 
truly knows what it is to suffer alone and thus he will never abandon us. 
However, God doesn’t go where he isn’t asked. Those who choose to 
reject his offer of love and companionship are free to do so, but, I think, 
at the cost of missing out on the most important relationship life can 
offer us. Being connected to God’s love surely expands and intensifies all 
other loves and we are better able to love others, especially those we 
find difficult, if we know ourselves treasured by someone who loved us 
enough to die for us. We are indeed worth that much, each one of us, so 
how could we ever judge or withhold love from a fellow child of God. 
Even when it is sometimes a challenge, God calls us to love and support 
each other using the talents and resources he has given us.
If we turn to him in simplicity and honesty like small children, he will fill 
us with hope, peace and strength for whatever faces us. 
                               What a wonderful saviour we have!

Philippa Brakes writes...



St Laurence is blessed to have a 
design award winning church hall - 
The Ark.
The building, opened in 2006, has a 
large hall,, fully fitted catering kitchen, 
spacious lobby area and upstairs 
lounge. The building has a lift, fully 
accessible toilet and accessible 
parking.

The Ark is available for both regular 
bookings and one-off events, such as 
conferences, retreat days and 
parties.

 To discuss availability and 
pricing, please contact Lynda, 
our Parish Administrator, on 0121 
227 7955 or preferably by email 
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk
 Lynda is available from 09:30 to 
13:30 Monday to Friday  

BOOKING -  

THE ARK
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A candle stand has been 
donated to St Laurence Church 

in memory of Beryl Sperring. 
May all who light a candle in 
prayers or in remembrance 

know the peace and love of God 
surrounding them.

Do come and light a candle and 
be still in the grace of God.
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Heritage Day Fun!                 Saturday 10th September, 10am - 5pm

ST LAURENCE CHURCH DIARY
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community

Family Worship 
with Holy Communion                    Sunday 4th September, 9.15am

 Celebration of Holy Communion    Sunday 11th September, 11.15am

 Morning Worship                              Sunday 4th September, 11.15am

Family Worship                               Sunday 11th September, 9.15am

 Places of Welcome           Wednesday 7th September, 10.30 - 12pm

 Places of Welcome          Wednesday 14th September, 10.30 - 12pm

 Baptism Preparation
 at St Phillips Church,  Webheath  Saturday 17th September, 11.15am

Family Worship                               Sunday 18th September, 9.15am

 Morning Worship                              Sunday 18th September, 11.15am

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
at St Leonard's Church, Beoley      Tuesday 6th September, 10am

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
at St Phillips, Webheath                  Tuesday 20th September, 10am

 Really Wild Pet Service                      Sunday 18th September, 4pm

 Places of Welcome           Wednesday 21st September, 10.30 - 12pm
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DIARY CONT.
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community

All Together Harvest Worship 
at St Leonard's, Beoley               Sunday 25th September, 10.30am
Please note that there will be no service at St Laurence on this day

 Marriage Preparation
 at St Stephens Church, Redditch Saturday 24th September, 11.15am

 Places of Welcome         Wednesday 28th September, 10.30 - 12pm

Prayer Ministry
Each week confidential, personal prayer support is offered. 

If you need a listening ear and prayer,  you are invited to 
gather in the lady chapel between 10:30 - 11am where a 

member of our pastoral team will be waiting to welcome you.
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ARK TOTS &
TODDLERS

a message 
from the 
Tots and 
Toddler Team

Are you a Parent, Grandparent or Carer 
looking after a baby or little ones who are not 
yet in full-time school? 
Would you like a friendly play environment to
bring them along to?
A warm welcome awaits you and your Little Ones, for our Stay and Play group 
at St Laurence church. Held in the Ark from 9.30 – 11.00 on Thursdays during  
term times for you to drop in and out as you wish.
It’s a relaxed and friendly time to chat to others and to play with your Little 
Ones with a wide range of toys and activities and refreshments. At the end of 
each session we finish with singing time. 
We ask for a £2 charge per family per session, which goes towards the 
running cost of the facilities, new toys/equipment and as many drinks and 
biscuits as you like!
If you would like to contact Sarah for more information please email:
sarah100work@gmail.com

                      We look forward to welcoming you. Page 16



Remembering 
Dick Russell

Richard, (Dick) Russell was born in Kent but arrived in Alvechurch in the 
mid-sixties with his then new wife Cathy. He was an exceptionally gifted 
teacher who became the headmaster of St Mary’s School, Selly Oak.

His impact on the Village and especially St Lawrence's was immense and 
long-lasting.

His wonderful bass/baritone voice and exceptional musical knowledge 
and teaching skills transformed the choir.

Becoming a reader, his role in the Church became crucial in subsequent 
decades. Dick was a constant and witnessed several rectors come and 
go.

During lengthy interregnums he would keep a firm hand in guiding St 
Laurence’s into each new chapter.

His other roles within the church were numerous, but he was 
particularly involved in the parish link in Arequipa, Peru, even making the 
journey to visit to meet its growing Anglican congregation in 2003.

The Family service which has become a prominent in bringing new 
people to worship had been forged by him and others who wished to 
find ways for the Church to be more accessible to everyone. 

Dick’s legacy is one that is brought about by assertive dedication. He was 
a bastion of liberal theology that was progressive and open but loved 
the beauty of the traditional.

He was truly inspirational character that will be deeply missed.
May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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Funerals

... go forth from this world:
in the love of God, the Father who created you,
in the mercy of Jesus Christ who redeemed you,

in the power of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you.

 

21st July 
Michael Billingsley

 

29th July
George Bradley
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Supporting 
St Laurence Church

There are many fictions around church finances, the greatest of these is 
that the church receives central funding from the government or The 
Church of England, these claims are not true. 

Our income each week comes from the direct giving of the church family 
and the tax we can reclaim on this under Gift Aid.
Our only other sources of income are from events and activities that we 
organise for fundraising purposes. 

From the generosity of plate giving we maintain our beautiful Grade II* 
listed building and the churchyard. This is a responsibility we take great 
pride in; it is important that its story is continually told and that this building 
is a place of peace for generations to come. This also includes the daily 
upkeep of a building and of maintaining grounds  of nearly 5 acres and the 
utility bills that any home must pay. Keeping an old building warm is very 
expensive!

Supporting your church financially couldn't be easier.

A cup of coffee costs £3.49 - If you donated the price of a cup of coffee 
each week to the church that would be £179.40 per year. 
If you gift aided your donation it would increase your giving to £224.25 
per year at no extra cost to you.

If you added the price of a slice of cake at £2.25 this would increase your 
annual giving to £370.50 per year. If you gift aided your donation it would 
increase your giving to £146.25 per year at no extra cost to you.
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Monthly Giving To sign up to monthly giving via the Parish Giving 
Scheme please contact Lynda at admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk or 
call 0121 447 7955 for a Parish Giving Pack. 

Cash in the plate at the back of church - please gift aid if you are eligible

QR Code
Just point with the camera on 
your phone and follow the
instructions

Text "STLALVECHURCH" followed by either 5 (for £5) 10 (for 
£10 or 20 (for £20) to 70085. 

 

Your text will cost the donation amount plus one standard rate 
message. 

Thank you for your support and generosity.
Alvechurch PCC - Registered Charity number 1131783 
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Alvechurch Dramatic Society's next production will be a pantomime, 'Rip van 
Winkle and the Sleeping Beauty'. 

Written by regular panto collaborators Chris Davies and Paul Chamberlain, 
the show takes the familiar story of Sleeping Beauty and then asks, 'what 

happened next'? Add in another famous snoozer in Rip Van Winkle, a Punch 
and Judy show, and two talking trees, along with all the usual panto fun, and 

all the ingredients are there for a great night out! Oh yes they are! 
 

The show will run from Thursday 24th - Saturday 26th November (with a 
matinée on the Saturday), at Alvechurch Village Hall. 

 

Tickets will be on sale soon from the Lounge, or email 
ads.alvechurch@gmail.com 

Alvechurch Dramatic Society

mailto:ads.alvechurch@gmail.com


         News from the Tower

This summer has been a mix of highs and lows in the tower. High points have been the 
visiting ringers who've given some outstanding performances. The best of these was 
the team from Worcester who rang a full peal on our bells. In everyday speech a peal 
is just the noise that bells make but in ringing circles it has a precise meaning; you ring 
all 5040 possible permutations of the seven bells in the tower (the eighth always rings 
last in sequence to mark time). It takes about three hours and is done from memory 
without script or score and it was lovely to listen to.
The low points have been when we've not been able to ring for services on a Sunday. 
St Laurence has eight bells but we can give a good performance on six. Five begins to 
sound thin and four is the bare minimum. Some weeks we've only had three ringers 
available and we've not been able to ring at all.
The problem has been Covid. We know we're always going to lose one or two ringers 
each year so in normal times we keep training replacements. This has been difficult 
recently so the team is smaller than we'd like.
We're looking to attract some new recruits this autumn. There's not space for all the 
details here but in brief:
         • Ringing is a service to the church but you don't have to be a church member; 
           some of our ringers don't even live in the village.
         • Ringing has elements of music and mathematics but you don't need to be  
           musical or mathematical.
         • Ringing is good physical exercise but you don't need to be strong; children of  
           ten and adults of eighty are not unusual.   
         • Ringing may seem an odd hobby but there are 40,000 of us in the country so    
           you'll not be alone.

Visit us at the Open Day to learn more.

Geoff Franklin
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Got Questions?
 

Alpha is a place to ask the big questions of life. Get together and 
watch a series of episodes that explore the basics of the 

Christian faith. 
 

Every Friday at 7:00pm Starting 9th September 
Alvechurch Baptist Church 

 

For more information or to help us prepare by letting us know 
that you plan to come, please contact Joey at 

 
Joey.Redhead@AlvechurchBaptist.org.uk 

07882 079951
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In St Laurence Churchyard is a forgotten corner where babies who 
have died were buried. Most of these are unmarked graves, a 
shadow of a history when the unbaptised were buried outside of 
the churchyard. 

We have a vision to but this right, to lament and remember as a 
community the loss and love in that place. We have commissioned 
a tree stump to be carved into an angel and to clean up the area to 
make it not a forgotten place but a loved and honoured part of our 
churchyard.

On Sunday 9th October we will be holding a 
special service of remembrance with an 
unveiling of the statue. 
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Celebrating Love
Those whom God has joined together,

let no one put asunder

Photo by: Stephen Williams Photography 

On Saturday 2nd July Rosemary 
Wall, an orthopaedic surgical 

trainee, married Giovanni Grant, a 
civil engineer. The couple met four 

years ago, having had their first 
date in Birmingham’s Jewellery 

Quarter. They now live in Bear Hill 
Drive, Alvechurch. 

Getting married in church is a desire to seek God's blessing on your 
vows and your relationship as husband and wife. 

If you would like to enquire about getting married at St Laurence we 
would love to hear from you. 

On Saturday 23rd July Hayley 
Boswell married Dan Taylor.

 They have been together for 17  
and have 3 beautiful daughters, 

Dan & Hayley had been attending 
services at St Laurence’s Church, 
so the congregation  got to know 
them and their lovely daughters 

well.

On Saturday 20th August Mark 
Lewis, a chartered engineer 

married Lynda Scicluna, our parish 
administrator. They met in the 

village 8 years ago. 
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Advertise with us!
 

Contact Lynda in the Parish 
Office to discuss rates

Alvechurch Community Choir will be singing at St Laurence’s for the 
Heritage Open Day on 10 September. We have sung at the church 
and the Ark in the past for weddings, funerals, and other special 

occasions. We sing popular music from all ages, and folk and gospel 
songs. We are a charity, an inclusive choir open to everyone, whether 
you think you can sing or not. There’s no audition.  We have been an 
important social lifeline for people through recent difficult times, and 

love singing for community groups and festivities.  We charge a termly 
fee to cover costs, but you can have a session free if you want to try 
us out. We usually meet in the Village Hall on Mondays at 7.30 with
occasional outdoor sessions and a live stream for members who 

aren’t able yet to meet indoors. For more information or to join, see 
our website www.alvechurchcommunitychoir.org.uk

We start our new term on 5 September in the Village Hall.





Priest in Charge
Revd Gail Rogers

The Rectory, School Lane
0121 824 5257
07867 853813
revdgail@icloud.com

0121 447 7955
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk

"Tarncroft", Hewell Lane, Vigo
0121 445 6176

Church Warden
Michael Fletcher

OUR TEAM

Church Warden
Graham Clark

55 Birmingham Road
0121 445 0505

Parish Administrator
Lynda Lewis 

The Coach House, School Lane
0121 445 2547

13 Red Lion Street
0121 447 8451

Licensed Lay Minister
Sue Phillips Wardle

Licensed Lay Minister
Helen Ayling
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Contact details:

0121 445 5653

01527 64077

Bell Tower Master
Colin Bennett 

Deputy Church Warden
Andy Notley

Deputy Church Warden
Michael Davenport
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October 2022 Edition
Grapevine Deadline

 

If you wish to submit an article or advert for October's Grapevine 
the deadline is - 16th September.

Nine Lessons and Carols - 
Choir Members

This year our service of Nine Lessons and Carols is being held at St 
Leonard's Church, Beoley. For this event both choirs will be coming 
together as one choir. 

Do you enjoying singing, would you like to learn how to sing 
contemporary and traditional choral songs and hymns? If you 
would like to join the choir for this event please contact Revd Gail 
for more information and rehearsal times.
revdgail@icloud.com 
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Keep up to date via our website:
 https://www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org/

 

Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/arkalvechurch

 


