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What about my life makes you happy? - God desires to be in relationship 
with you, your growth and love and freedom and kindness bring joy to 
God.

What do I need to do to be more open to receiving your love for myself? We 
can always open our lives a bit more. let go of stuff, listen better, do more 
quickly and passionately what we know helps nurture a  a flourishing 
community.

What do you give up for Lent? 
I don't give anything up, instead I commit to doing something. 

Lent is a time of reflection, self-examination and transformation within the 
love and grace of God. I am the sort of person who if I give up something I 
spend all my time thinking about the absence of that thing in my life. So, 
rather than be distracted by the things I can't have, I do something instead. 
This 'taking up' of something can be anything from focusing on helping 
others, committing to donating something each day, or 'taking up' a new 
pattern of prayer. One of the things we do in church is we commit ourselves 
to journeying with others through a Lent group. These are discussion groups 
where we can look at a particular theme and unpack it together through 
prayer, bible and discussion. If this is something you might be interested in all 
our Lent groups are printed in this edition of Grapevine, it is never too late to 
join in with a session. 

If this is something you don't feel ready for yet, maybe just commit to sitting 
quietly with God for a few moments each day. You may wish to ask God one 
or more of the following questions - 

REVD 
GAIL 
WRITES...
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Whatever we choose to do during Lent, it is a season where we are to 
journey more closely, with a vulnerability before God, with hearts open to 
receive God's love and grace. Therefore, key to asking these questions, giving 
up or taking up, is sitting with God in the stillness, to open oneself to hearing 
God's call and leading in our lives. 

May your Lent be holy and good.

In this issue of Grapevine you will find lots more information about the life of 
St Laurence Church and The Ark, including all our worship over Holy week 
and Easter. You are very welcome to come and join us where you can. 

With prayers and best wishes
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Where might we find you every day, and what sort of things would 
you be doing or being?
I am a School Business Manager in a lovely Primary school in Coventry. I am 
responsible for school finance, infrastructure, HR, and premises. It can be a 
very busy, stressful job, especially the way budgets are in schools currently! I 
feel really blessed to be in the position I'm in, using my talents to facilitate 
the adults of tomorrow get the best education they can today. I also work 
term time only so get lots of holidays!
 
How do you experience God in the joys and challenges of everyday 
life?
Looking back on my life I see God's fingerprints in every situation, 
particularly the ones that I didn't understand at the time were difficult. It has 
taught me that whatever I am experiencing, God is there walking the same 
path beside me. It gives me faith for my present and future, to know that 
whatever happens, God is in control. God never leaves me stranded.

How do you share your faith with others in everyday life?
 I feel my actions and how I live my life speak more than any words could. I 
try to be a genuine, consistent, approachable person in everything I do. 
Jesus taught us to be “salt and light" in the world. That means my words and 
actions should help to make a person’s darkness a bit brighter, and their life 
more palatable. I try to be an example of the kindness that Jesus would 
show them. Of course, I often fail, but we are not called to be perfect, we are 
called to show people Jesus. The first commission Jesus gave to Mary in the 
garden was to "go and tell". There have been many occasions when I have 
been sitting, (often in the pub!), someone has started a conversation about 
an issue they are experiencing, and God has given me the right words for 
their situation to hopefully help. I feel very humbled to be used in this way.

with Sue Sperring

“Everyday faith” is the Church of England’s initiative 
to help people think about God as they go about 

their daily lives – not just Sunday worship! 
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(How) Does your faith grow through everyday living? 
 I believe the biggest tests of faith are those that develop your faith more. 
There have been times in my life when I wouldn't have managed without 
knowing God was guiding my path and getting me through. Those times, 
become not only a reminder to you, but a testimony to others about God’s 
faithfulness. Seeing God work through what most people call 'coincidences' 
always thrills my heart. At times I see God working 'behind the scenes' for 
weeks, months, sometimes years to see a plan come to fruition. I've learned 
that Gods timing is perfect, even if we don't always think so! Never late, 
never early, perfectly on time. 

St Laurence’s desire is to be a church for the whole community. 
Through being a Christ like presence to all we meet in this place, we 
worship and proclaim the love and hope of God. How does your 
everyday faith support that desire?
 I always try to be a consistent example of God’s love. I am not just a 
Christian on a Sunday! I am the same person whether I am in work, church 
or the Swan! God chooses to use me in many situations to talk to people or 
do something practical for them, which I believe speaks volumes. I do not 
judge people. God can do that when it is called for. My job is simply to show 
God’s love to the people I meet, and I pray, through that, they see Jesus.

“Ministry” is what all believers are called to, not just for those 
ordained. How can we support you in yours? 
 After many years supporting the church leadership in informal ways, 
whether it be preaching, worship leading, musically or making the tea, I 
have been given the opportunity to begin formalising my ministry 
through the Worcestershire Diocese ALM programme (Authorised Lay 
Ministry). It is a yearlong course which I am about halfway through. I 
hope to use what I learn to further support Rev. Gail at St Laurence and 
St Leonard's in whatever way God asks of me.
 

How can we pray for you? 
I would ask you to pray for the continued success of my ALM and that 
God will show me the next steps in my ministry. More than anything 
though, pray for God to continue to cross my path with people who 
need to hear about the love, joy, acceptance and belonging that a faith 
in God can give them.
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News from the Tower 

We've got a busy Spring ahead of us with events in February, March and April. 
By the time Grapevine hits the streets we'll have had our February recruitment 
event but that's still a fortnight in the future as I write. Progress so far has been 
good though. We've had half a dozen enquiries and three people are already 
learning on a Tuesday night. If we can get three or four more starters from the 
Saturday event then we'll be well on the way to having a healthy team again.
Ideally we'd like people who can commit to ringing every Sunday and Tuesday but 
we know that's a lot to ask. It'd also be helpful to have some people who wouldn't 
necessarily turn up every week but who could perhaps ring once a month or so to 
keep their eye in. Somebody who we could call on when we're short for weddings 
and other special events. We'd also be happy to see teenagers who'd like to learn 
for their Duke of Edinburgh award. We know we'll lose them when they go off to 
college or work but some of them will come back.

After recruitment we're 
hosting the Diocesan 
Ringing Quiz in March. This 
is an event for 
Worcestershire bell ringers 
and we made the mistake 
of winning it just before 
Covid. They sent us an email 
last month reminding us 
that we were supposed to 
be organising this year's 
event so there's been a lot 
of head-scratching and 
question writing in the tower. 
On the other hand, the 
Association gave St Laurence 
£8,000 towards the cost of 
restoring the bells so we 
can't really complain about running a fund-raiser.

Finally we'll be at the Table Top Sale in April arranging for the bravest teddies in the 
village to do a parachute jump off the tower. Busy, busy, busy.
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This year APCM meeting will be part of our worshipping together. By 
incorporating it as part of our worship our aim is to show how the business 
of the church is integral to our worship and identity as St Laurence Church 
and its ministry and mission to the parish it serves. 

Our APCM will be a celebration of the last year, and us praying together in 
hope for the coming year in all areas of church life. 
Our worship will continue into the day as we socialise together with a 
shared lunch. More details of this will be announced neared the time. 

But May is ages away I hear you say! 
It is indeed a few months yet, but in the time between then and now there 
is much to prepare. 

In April's edition of Grapevine there will be job descriptions of some of the 
roles  that are elected at the APCM. We are asking people who are on the 
electoral role to consider standing for these positions, you may know 
someone who would be great in this role. We encourage you to speak to 
them. 

One of the really good things with these roles is that they are time limited, 
so you would be signing up for a period of time only. They are not roles 
that once you do them you are stuck doing them forever. 

Do note that although anyone can attend an APCM only electoral role 
members can vote as part of any decisions needing to be made during the 
meeting. 

What is the electoral role?

The Church electoral roll contains the names and addresses of everyone
who can vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting or stand for a 
position within the governance of the church. 

APCM
Annual Parochial Church Meeting

 

Sunday 14th May at 10.30am 
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Living in the parish and a member of the Church of England or a Church 
in communion with the Church of England 
Not resident in the parish but is a member of the Church of England (or a 
Church with which the Church of England is in communion) and has 
regularly attended worship in the parish during the six months prior to 
enrolment 
 A member in good standing of a Church which subscribes to the 
doctrine of the Holy Trinity and they are prepared to declare themselves 
a member of the Church of England, having regularly attended worship 
during the six months prior to enrolment 

Who can be on the electoral roll? 

To be on the electoral roll a person needs to have been baptised, be at least 
16 years old and either: 

How do I join the electoral role?

On Sunday 26th March a notice informing the parish of the Notice of 
Revision of Church Electoral Roll is placed on the church door.  A person 
applies by filling out an application for enrolment form which are available 
from Sunday 2nd April until Sunday 23rd April. The new electoral role is 
operational from Monday 24th April. 

Joining the electoral role gives offers a responsibility, a role and a voice in 
helping us sustain a vision and presence of mission and ministry in the 
church and parish. It is an important part of our calling and belonging to a 
church community.

If you would like to know more details, please do speak to Revd Gail
 

APCM
 

Sunday 14th May at 10.30am 
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH DIARY
MARCH 2023
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community

Family Worship 
with Holy Communion                            Sunday 5th March, 9.15am

 Morning Worship                                       Sunday 5th March, 11.15am

 Places of Welcome                  Wednesday 15th March, 10.00 - 12pm

Family Worship with Ark Time               Sunday 12th March, 9.15am

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
at St Leonard's Church, Beoley              Thursday 2nd March, 10am
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 Places of Welcome                   Wednesday 8th March, 10.00 - 12pm

 Open Church                             Wednesday 8th March, 10.00 - 12pm

 Celebration of Holy Communion            Sunday 12th March, 11.15am

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                         Thursday 2nd March, 9.30am

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                          Thursday 9th March, 9.30am

 Places of Welcome                    Wednesday 1st March, 10.00 - 12pm

Spring Clean                                    Saturday 4th March, 9am - 12pm

 Open Church                              Wednesday 1st March, 10.00 - 12pm

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
St Laurence Church, Alvechurch        Wednesday 15th March, 10am

 Prayers and Anointings for Healing and Wholeness            
                                                                  Sunday 12th March, 4pm

Spring Clean                                    Saturday 11th March, 9am - 12pm

Wedding Bookings at St Leonard's Church, Beoley                                 
                                                            Thursday 2nd March, 6pm- 8pm



DIARY MARCH CONT.
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community
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Places of Welcome                 Wednesday 22nd March, 10.00 - 12pm

Open Church                           Wednesday 22nd March, 10.00 - 12pm

Baptism Preparation at St Leonard's Church                                         
                                                                         Tuesday 21st March, 7pm

Family Worship with Ark Time          Sunday 26th March, 9.15am

 Celebration of Holy Communion       Sunday 26th March, 11.15am

REFRESHMENTS 
Between our 9.15am and 11.15am 
worship we serve refreshments. 

All are welcome to come and joins 
us - either stay after or come a bit 

earlier!

 Morning Worship                                      Sunday 19th March, 11.15am

Family Worship with Ark Time                Sunday 19th March, 9.15am

Spring Clean                                    Saturday 18th March, 9am - 12pm

Spring Clean                                    Saturday 25th March, 9am - 12pm

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                          Thursday 16th March, 9.30am

 Sacred Space                                                Sunday 19th March, 6pm

Places of Welcome                 Wednesday 29th March, 10.00 - 12pm

Open Church                           Wednesday 29th March, 10.00 - 12pm

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                        Thursday 30th March, 9.30am
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Obituary -Bryan Haycocks 11.2.43 – 6.1.23  
 

Bryan was a kind and generous man, a family man and a man of many 
talents. He died just short of his 80th birthday. His funeral was held at 

Redditch crematorium on 16th February. Bryan was born in Kings 
Norton in February 1943 and met Angela on a coach trip to Blackpool in 

1963. On 23rd January 1965 they were married, and he moved to 
Alvechurch, living first in Withybed Lane where their first two sons were 
born, then moving to Withybed Green to a house with no bathroom and 

a loo at the bottom of the garden. Bryan designed an extension 
including an indoor bathroom, and their third son was born here in 

1973.
 

Bryan soon acquired the piece of land next door where he grew flowers, 
fruit and vegetables. He was well known for his Chrysanthemums and 

Dahlias which he exhibited in King Heath and Rowney Green 
Horticultural Society, winning many prizes. He loved to share his 
gardening knowledge and delighted in showing people round his 

garden including opening it to the public under the National Garden 
Scheme.

 

Bryan played darts and won many trophies. In later life he took up 
indoor bowls, and watercolour painting. Towards the end of his life he 
decided to paint all the flowers in his garden, leaving a lovely legacy to 

his family.
Bryan was a loving family man, a kind neighbour and excellent gardener.
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The Ark is a versatile space, able to cater for many different types of function. 
Recent events have included 70th and 75th birthday parties, 80th afternoon 
tea, family reunions, and baby showers, plus many children's parties!

HIRING THE ARK

The Ark incudes a large hall, fully fitted catering kitchen, spacious lobby 
area and upstairs lounge. It has a lift, fully accessible toilet and accessible 
parking. .

To discuss availability and pricing for all your hire needs, , please contact Lynda 
on 0121 447 7955 or email to admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk

Baby shower?
Birthday?

Big life event?
 



Page 23

The Ark - upcoming events and 
classes

Alvechurch Historical Society 
The monthly meetings are held in the main hall at The Ark, St Laurence Church 

starting at 7.45pm on the first Monday of the month(except January and August)
 

Monday 6 March – “Lavinia, Princess or Fake?” Vanessa Morgan
Monday 3 April – “The Early History of Redditch” Anthony Green

 
We look forward to seeing current members and welcoming new visitors. For 
further information please contact chairman Anne Humphries 0121 445 5955

Vintage Fair - Saturday 1st April 
noon - 4pm

The Ark is pleased to announce that an 
established vintage fair organiser has 

chosen The Ark for their newest venue. 
Ultimategirls.co.uk will host it's first vintage 

fair at the Ark,  including a 1940's singer, 
open mike session,  afternoon tea, vintage 

craft and gift stalls.
The first hour will be a designated quiet 

hour for those who prefer a calmer 
shopping environment.

Free entry -  vintage dress encouraged!
 

Seasons Art class - next course commences Tuesday  21st March

From absolute beginners to improvers. 
Come and join our friendly group.

For details and booking please contact 
seasonsartredditch@outlook.com



"Prayer enlarges the heart until it is 
capable of Containing God's gift of 

God's self."
Mother Theresa 

 

Prayer
We give thanks for The Lounge for it's holding of our 
community, for the many activities it hosts for people of all 
ages.  

We give thanks for all  who come and enjoy Ark Tots Toddlers, 
for the friendly environment to lay and chat in. For all who 
volunteer in setting up, providing refreshments and welcome.

We give thanks for our local leaders and councillors, holding the 
the Annual Parish Meeting this month in our thoughts and 
prayers. 

We pray for all who live and work in Alvechurch, with a focus on 
all in,  Bear Hill Drive, Glebe Road, Callow Hill Road
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CHILDREN’S CHARITY 
URGENTLY SEEKING 

VOLUNTEER MENTORS IN 
THE REDDITCH AREA

 
Could you spare an hour or 

two a week?
Would you like to help 

children and young people 
in the Redditch area?

Due to demand, children’s 
charity Mentor Link is 
recruiting Volunteer 
Mentors to support 

children and young people 
in schools in Redditch.

Anyone interested should 
be a good listener, patient 

and enjoy working with 
children and young people. 
Life experience essential.
If you can help support a 

young person facing social 
and emotional difficulties 

and would like more 
information about 

becoming a Mentor please 
contact 

enquiries@mentorlink.org.u 
k

Tel. 01299 822336. 
www.mentorlink.org.uk

Role subject to enhanced 
DBS check and 2 

satisfactory references. Full 
training is given and 

travelling expenses paid.
 

February was our first meeting of 2023, and as 
usual we held our silent auction and book sale.
It was good to see everyone back after the 
Christmas break. The meeting was lively and 
friendly, and a nice amount was raised to go 
towards funds.

In January, those members who were able 
enjoyed a lovely lunch at The Red Lion in 
Alvechurch, The staff made us very welcome.

Before the auction, we discussed and voted on 
the four resolutions that had been chosen for 
this year. The final selection will be voted on at 
the AGM later in the year.
The programme for next year has nearly been 
completed and is looking entertaining and 
interesting.

During February we hope to have a cream tea 
event at a garden centre in Mappleborough, It 
will be lovely to see all the spring flowers.

Please come and join our friendly WI. We make 
everybody welcome.
All enquiries to Pat McDonagh 0121 628 4121  

Hillside WI
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Due to the rise in cost of living, during January and February we were unable to 
secure the cost of heating our church building for worship. It wasn't an easy 
decision for the PCC to make but being warm and comfortable is an important part 
of our hospitality and welcome. This led to us gathering in The Ark for worship, we 
adapted knowing that once the warmer weather was upon us we would be able to 
return to gathering in church. Some have found this transition difficult, but we hope 
that there has been understand to why this decision was needed to be made. 

This year, our energy contract ends meaning that we are looking at even higher 
bills, so if we are going to be able to heat church for next autumn and winter we 
need to start thinking about how we can sustain this now. Giving is essential to 
secure your church's future ability to serve this community. For it's mission and 
ministry and the maintenance of our grade II* listed building and churchyard, St 
Laurence Church relies on the generosity of giving. 

St Laurence Church has joined the Parish Giving Scheme, this offers us and our 
givers an easy and efficient way to make regular donations. It all happens 
electronically, and you can choose to give monthly, quarterly or annually and we 
receive full value of your donation. We recognise that financially we are living in 
difficult times, all donations large or small are thankfully received. 

Through the Parish Giving Scheme supporting your church financially couldn't be 
easier.

For more information visit www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk 

Or for a pack pop into church or The Ark and pick one up

Or please contact Lynda at 
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk or 
call 0121 447 7955 for a Parish Giving Pack. 
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Supporting St 
Laurence Church

Thank you for your support and generosity.
Alvechurch PCC - Registered Charity number 1131783 
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If you would like to advertise in Grapevine contact Lynda to discuss 
our competitive prices.

admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk





Priest in Charge
Revd Gail Rogers

The Rectory, School Lane
0121 824 5257
07867 853813
revdgail@icloud.com

0121 447 7955
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk

"Tarncroft", Hewell Lane, Vigo
0121 445 6176

Church Warden
Michael Fletcher

OUR TEAM

Church Warden
Graham Clark

55 Birmingham Road
0121 445 0505

Parish Administrator
Lynda Lewis 

The Coach House, School Lane
0121 445 2547

13 Red Lion Street
0121 447 8451

Licensed Lay Minister
Sue Phillips Wardle

Licensed Lay Minister
Helen Ayling
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Deputy Church Warden
Michael Davenport

Contact details: 0121 447 7955

Deputy Church Warden
Andy Notley

0121 445 5653

Bell Tower Master
Colin Bennett 

01527 64077

Deadline for
Grapevine March 2023 Edition

 

 If you wish to submit an article or advert for 
March the deadline is - 

Monday 13th March 
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