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At this time of the year in St Laurence churchyard there is a wonderful display 
of winter wildflowers, including the snowdrops. In the dull, wetness and snow 
of the last few weeks of winter season, the snowdrops white flower in all its 
radiance pushes up through the icy ground.

One of the common names for the snowdrop is ‘Candlemas Bells’. The
Candlemas bell is a symbol of hope. It is the sign of new growth and new 
beginnings. It is the promise of spring and that this tiny flower is surviving 
despite the cold and the dark. Snowdrops bring a lift in spirits.

In the church calendar, February 2nd, is Candlemas Day and when the 
season of Christmastide ends. The bible reading for Candlemas is from Luke’s 
gospel, (Luke 2: 22-40) and it describes a wonderful event when Jesus was 40 
days old, when Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple for the first time. 
While there they meet Anna and Simeon. Anna and Simeon are both 
wonderful examples of hope. They had both waited many years trusting that 
would meet the promised messiah, who would reveal God’s love to the world.

The Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he would not die until he had 
seen God’s presence amongst the people. That day in the temple, God’s 
promise was fulfilled when Simeon saw that Jesus was the one, he had been 
waiting and hoping to see. 

Likewise, Anna recognised Jesus too, after sixty years of waiting, hoping and 
praying in the temple for the coming of God’s kingdom. Anna’s hope turned 
to joy when she recognised Jesus as God amongst them.  Anna shared the 
good news right there in temple, something in that day women were 
prohibited to do. 

Candlemas is also the day on which we can look ahead, knowing that the 
winter is coming to an end and spring is on its way. 

REVD 
GAIL 
WRITES...
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 Light and hope in the darkness are themes of Candlemas. 

Celebrating Candlemas goes back to the 4th century, making it one of the 
oldest feasts in the church.  It has become a time when candles are that 
are being used in the next year of church worship are blessed, it was also 
custom to place a lighted candle in every window was a reminder that 
Jesus is the light of the world and through Jesus we can know of the love 
of God. Jesus came as a light in the darkness, just as the snowdrops are 
bright and white in the dark soil. 

This year, we are holding a service of 
Candlemas with our friends at St 
Leonard’s Church, it will be on 
Thursday 2nd February at 7pm. All are 
welcome to join us at St Leonard’s 
church for this. If you are unable to 
attend why not place a candle in your 
window instead, a sign for all who 
pass by that there is light and hope in the darkness. 

You are also invited to come and see the snowdrops for yourself, St 
Laurence churchyard is very beautifully decorated with the natural beauty 
of the snowdrop. You may also wish to pop along to St Leonard’s Church 
for their annual Snowdrop Weekend - Saturday 11th February, 10am 
-4pm and Sunday 12th February, 1pm – 4pm. 

Whenever you see snowdrops in February, may they be a symbol of light 
and hope for you: hope in the wonderful love of God who is the light of 
the world. 

As well as snowdrops, Grapevine has come over all gushy, another
theme of February is Valentines, so to mark this we are thinking love and 
marriage. Are you newly engaged or thinking of proposing? Come and 
chat with us about getting married at St Laurence Church. 

In this  issue of Grapevine you will find lots more information about the 
life of St Laurence Church and The Ark.  You are very welcome to come 
and join us where you can. 
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In this last week The Church of England's Bishops have proposed a
response to a 40 year long discussion on same-sex marriage. The 
proposals, which follow a six-year period of listening, learning and 
discernment known as Living in Love and Faith, will be outlined in a report 
to the Church’s General Synod, which meets in London this month. Under 
the proposals made by the bishops, same-sex couples would still not be 
able to get married in a Church of England church, but could have a service 
in which there would be prayers for the couple in church following a civil 
marriage or partnership. The prayers would be voluntary for clergy to use. 

These proposals have caused disunity and strong reaction from people on 
all sides of the debate. Since this announcement, locally it has been asked 
several times what the bishops in our diocese views are on this. 
 

Back in November 2022, before these proposals were announced Bishop 
John and Bishop Martin in an open letter both show support of equal 
marriage. Full content of this letter is available on the Diocese of Worcester 
website, we offer in part below - 

'Up until now we have been asked, as bishops of the Church of England, to 
hold the LLF process of reflection, learning and discernment, rather than 
express our own views. That is exactly what we have tried to do, listening 
rather than talking. Now, though, in the interest of transparency, we think 
it right for us to make our own beliefs and hopes plain.
In short, we believe that the time has come for the Church to celebrate 
and honour same sex relations. People do not choose their sexuality and 
all should be able to express it within loving committed relationships. Our 
preferred option would be for same sex couples to be able to be married in 
Church. [   ] We recognise that others feel very differently from us and we 
believe that the right of every Christian to act and minister according to 
his or her own conscience on this matter must be protected.'  

The Church of England - 
Living in Love and Faith

Page 5



Also in this open letter they recommended the work of Steven Croft, 
Bishop of Oxford, in his booklet Together in Love and Faith: Personal 
Reflections and Next Steps for the Church, which offers a theological 
discussion on how his views have changed on this.  This is available to 
read online via this link: together-in-love-and-faith.pdf 
(d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net)

In more recent weeks Bishop John has shared an in-depth bible study 
on how holding a theological position supporting same-sex
marriage/blessings is consonant with the Biblical witness. This is also 
available in full to read online:  An open letter from Bishop John - 
Diocese of Worcester (cofe-worcester.org.uk)

Bishop John and Bishop Martin recognise that there will be a diversity 
of views on this and conclude their letter with the following, 

'Those who hold to a traditional view should be honoured and they 
certainly will be in this diocese as long as we remain your bishops.
We recognise that even the contents of this letter will be difficult for 
some, and we commit to listening to any who wish to talk to us.'

St Laurence Church wishes to extend this same pastoral support, 
however you are feeling about any part of this process or proposal, we 
are here for you. Please do get in touch if you need to. 

 

The Church of England - Living in Love and Faith
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What is a Service of Ashes?
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a  journey we take with 
Jesus mirroring  the forty days and nights Jesus spent in the 
wilderness. 

Lent is a time for reflection, self-examination, and change. It’s a time 
to bring to God parts of ourselves that need to change, and to move 
forward with a lighter tread, trusting that God is with us. 

During the Ash Wednesday service we receive the sign of the cross in 
ashes on our forehead. Ashes are a sign and symbol of our humanity;
they remind us that we are beings created by God. Creatures made 
from the dust (ashes) of the earth. This symbolic act reminds us of our 
need for God, that we are who we are because God is who God is. 

This service is an invitation to pray for wholeness and healing and to 
remember that we are already deeply loved, forgiven and set free to 
live life to the full. 
Grace is at the heart of God's offering of self, all are welcome to 
receive God's grace. Come and receive. 
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Getting married at 
St Laurence Church, Alvechurch

Are you engaged? Thinking about setting a date for your wedding? 
Would you like to renew your vows 
for a special anniversary or 
would like you marriage blessed? 
St Laurence Church would love 
to share these special moments 
with you.

Getting married in church can 
make a wonderful occasion even 
more special. 

Why get married in church?

A church wedding will add a spiritual dimension to your marriage. 
The ceremony includes a prayer of God’s blessing as couples 
begin their married life together. 

You can make amazing vows, or promises, in a church. The vows 
you make in church are unique and you can only make vows this 
big in a church. These vows, made in public, will help you to stay 
together and grow together. 

The Vicar has a very particular role to play in your wedding. They 
can blend ancient tradition and modern experience to reflect 
your story. Because of the relationship with the Vicar, your 
wedding can be made personal, memorable, meaningful and 
beautiful.

A church is so much more than simply a venue for your wedding. 
Unique and special things become part of your marriage, on the day 
itself and beyond. Here are just a few reasons why getting married in 
church is wonderful thing to do.
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"Pray as though everything 
depended on God. Work as though 

everything depended on you."
- St. Augustine

 

Prayer

We give thanks for the work of 'Alvechurch Community Larder', for all 
who support it through volunteering, donating and all use it 
contributing to the prevention of food waste. 

We give thanks for the 'Helping to keep Alvechurch Warm' initiative, for 
all who have contributed warmth through clothing, care, hospitality 
and welcome. 

We give thanks for Places of Welcome, a warm and friendly space of 
conversation, friendship, and tea and toast. For all volunteers and 
supporters of this space.

We pray for all who live and work in Alvechurch, with a focus on all on,  
Swans Walk. Wattes Close and Hollington Road.
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Church buildings offer outstanding beauty. As a Grade II* listed 
building St Laurence Church is a most stunning wedding venue.

Church buildings offer centuries of history. Imagine all the 
couples who have married at St Laurence Church, some of whom 
may well be your family. You can feel you’re becoming part of 
history itself, the bigger plan, by marrying in the same place as 
your relatives. We know these sorts of connections can make 
your day even more special.

You are involved in making choices about your ceremony, e.g. 
music, readings, hymns/songs. 

For some people, a church simply seems like the proper place to 
get married. Churches can be described as ‘peaceful’, ‘serene’, or 
having an atmosphere that makes marrying there a particularly 
special experience.

And after your wedding, you’ll realise that a church is more than 
simply a wedding venue. We’ll always be here for you.

Getting married at St Laurence Church

A Church wedding may be grand or simple, but at its heart 
is the desire to seek God’s blessing on your vows and your 

relationship.
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Alvechurch Community Larder
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 every Friday  from 11am to 12.30pm at the Baptist Church
 

Commencing at the beginning of December, by mid-January the number of weekly Larder 
shoppers had risen to 39. There has been no food waste, while at the same time many 
local people have been helped. A £4 registration fee is paid on each visit and shoppers 
leave with around £20 worth of goods. The Larder is open to all villagers, but for those 
who are particularly keen to prevent food waste, the best time to shop is from 12 noon 
onwards.

We have received many very generous donations of money and food (although at the 
moment all our storage space is full!). In the near future we will provide details of specific 
items needed (via websites, Facebook, WhatsApp groups etc.) , but in the meantime 
please also remember to keep supporting food banks, which are experiencing large 
increases in demand.

A huge thank you to the over 40 volunteers involved in taking this project forwards. It is 
most pleasing to see this initiative, started following the CTARG ‘Life on the Breadline’ Lent 
Course last year, come to fruition. We continue to go forward in faith.

Roger Wardle 



has at any time lived in the parish for a period of at least 6 
months, or

was baptised (christened) here, or

has lived in the parish for a period of at least 6 months, or
has regularly gone to normal church services in the parish 
church for a period of at least 6 months

That one of your parents or grandparents was married here.

In order to get married at St Laurence, you will need a qualifying 
connection, this means you can marry here if ONE of you – 

       is confirmed and your confirmation was entered in our    
       register of confirmations. 
or

If one of your parents, at any time after you were born:

or

 

And did you know that if you are new to the parish that you’re 
immediately connected to the church? That means you can marry in 
the church of your new parish.

Don't worry if none of the above are applicable, you can gain a 
qualifying connection by attendance. If this applies to you speak to 
us and we will guide you through the process

Can we get married at St Laurence Church?
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There is a required legal fee for marrying in a church.

In 2023 it costs £618 if you marry away 
from where you live and £564 if you marry
 in your home parish. This is set by the
Church of England nationally and is the 
same for every church. Each year this cost 
increases, so if you book a wedding for 
next year or further ahead you need to 
take this increase into account when 
considering your budget. 

This basic legal fee includes the cost of the 
vicar, the church, calling your banns, a 
banns certificate, the marriage document, 
lighting and all administration.

In addition to these statutory fees, there are a number of optional 
additions such as an organist, choir, bells etc which can make your 
day run smoothly and more special. We will happily go through these 
with you. 

Since May 2021 marriage registers in churches were closed. This 
means we are longer able to present a Marriage Certificate on the 
day of your wedding.  These are easily obtained online around 14 
days after the date of your wedding for a fee of £11 per certificate.

Can we get married at St Laurence Church?
Can I get married in church if I am divorced?

If one or both of you has been married before, it is possible to have a 
wedding at St Laurence. Every situation is approached individually, 
and a confidential interview with the Vicar will need to be arranged. 
This is a pretty straight forward conversation and nothing to be 
concerned about.

How much does it cost to get married in church?
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Planning your Church Wedding
Planning your wedding is a joyous occasion, but it can also be 
stressful. We are here to guide you through planning your service, if 
you would like to start thinking about this together beforehand, The 
Church of England has a dedicated website giving examples of 
hymns and readings that are suitable at weddings. 
 

This is a useful tool in helping plan your wedding service.
https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/your-church-wedding

We are on hand to guide you through planning your wedding service, 
there are opportunities to meet regularly if needed. We offer a 
marriage preparation session where we think about being married 
and the vows you will make to each other. We help you think about 
the Order of Service and how your love is shared as part of the 
service. We have a rehearsal, where we walk through the whole 
service, even practicing some of the vows you will say to each other. 
And finally, we pray for you throughout the whole process.
  

We are here for as much or as little as you need us to. 

How do we book a date for our wedding?

If you would like to make enquiries or book  a date for a Wedding (or 
Blessing or Renewal Service) we hold monthly sessions at our sister 
church St Leonard’s, Beoley, B98 9AR. These are on 1st Thursday of 
each month from 6pm – 8pm.

No appointment is needed just pop along where we will have a team 
of people ready to welcome you and guide you through your booking 
and planning.

Dates for 2023 are:

March 2nd,  May 4th, June 1st, 
July 6th, August 3rd, September 7th, 
October 5th. We have no in sessions 
in the darker and colder months 
but you can contact us at anytime 
through the parish office. Page 14
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One convenience of "venue" weddings is that the ceremony and reception 
are held at the same venue. We offer that too!
The Ark is available for hire for your wedding reception. Instead of a 
corporate package, you can design your own day. We can assist with a list 
of approved caterers, bar hire, entertainers, so you can have exactly the 
day you have dreamed of, at a very competitive rate.

HIRING THE ARK

The Ark incudes a large hall, fully fitted catering kitchen, spacious lobby 
area and upstairs lounge. It has a lift, fully accessible toilet and accessible 
parking. .

To discuss availability and pricing for all your hire needs, , please contact Lynda 
on 0121 447 7955 or email to admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk

The perfect wedding 
reception venue after 
your church wedding!



ST LAURENCE CHURCH DIARY
FEBRUARY 2023
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community

Family Worship 
with Holy Communion                        Sunday 5th February, 9.15am

 Morning Worship                                  Sunday 5th February, 11.15am

 Places of Welcome              Wednesday 15th February, 10.00 - 12pm

Family Worship with Ark Time           Sunday 12th February, 9.15am

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
at St Leonard's Church, Beoley         Thursday 2nd February, 10am
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 Places of Welcome              Wednesday 8th February, 10.00 - 12pm

 Open Church                         Wednesday 8th February, 10.00 - 12pm

 Celebration of Holy Communion        Sunday 12th February, 11.15am

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                    Thursday 2nd February, 9.30am

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                       Thursday 9th February, 9.30am

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                     Thursday 16th February, 9.30am

 Places of Welcome              Wednesday 1st February, 10.00 - 12pm

Candlemas Service
at St Leonard's Church, Beoley          Thursday 2nd February, 7pm

 Open Church                         Wednesday 1st February, 10.00 - 12pm

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
St Laurence Church, Alvechurch   Wednesday 15th February, 10am

Family Worship with Ark Time           Sunday 19th February, 9.15am



DIARY FEBRUARY CONT.
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community
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Places of Welcome            Wednesday 22nd February, 10.00 - 12pm

Open Church                       Wednesday 22nd February, 10.00 - 12pm

Baptism Preparation at St Laurence Church                                             
                                                                    Tuesday 21st February, 7pm

Family Worship with Ark Time          Sunday 26th February, 9.15am

 Celebration of Holy Communion       Sunday 26th February, 11.15am

REFRESHMENTS 
Between our 9.15am and 11.15am 
worship we serve refreshments. 

All are welcome to come and joins 
us - either stay after or come a bit 

earlier!

 Morning Worship                                 Sunday 19th February, 11.15am

 Ash Wednesday Worship with Celebration of Holy Communion         
 St Leonard's Church, Beoley         Wednesday 22nd February, 10.am

 Ash Wednesday Worship with Celebration of Holy Communion         
 St Laurence, Alvechurch            Wednesday 22nd February, 7.30pm

Evensong for the 1st Sunday of Lent   Sunday 26th February, 6.pm
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At a communion service recently, there was a section that really 
affected me and, I think, others, so I thought it was worth sharing 
it with you and some of my thoughts about it.  
The prayer went like this: 

I am no longer my own but yours.
Your will, not mine, be done in all things,
wherever you may place me,
in all that I do and in all that I may endure;
when there is work for me and when there is none;
when I am troubled and when I am at peace.
Your will be done
when I am valued and when I am disregarded;
when I find fulfilment and when it is lacking;
when I have all things and when I have nothing.
I willingly offer all that I have and am
to serve you, as and where you choose.
Glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours.
May it be so for ever.
Let this covenant now made on earth be fulfilled in heaven. 
Amen.

The words “I am no longer my own but yours” are powerful and releasing; we 
belong to someone who designed every atom of our being. He is with us, in us, for 
us, and can mould us into the people we were born to be.We are not alone.
“Your will be done in all things wherever you place me, in all that I do and in all I 
may endure.” That word “endure” hit me as none of us wants to have to endure 
anything – we want to sit on the sofa and eat chocolate. However life dictates that 
there are things to be endured and times of great suffering. 
 

Phillipa writes...



To know that God’s will for us, his determination that all things will work for our 
ultimate good, even the bad ones, (Romans 8:28 ..”in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him") is encouraging. We can be sure, in the depths of our 
difficulties that God is not only down there with us, arms wrapped around us, but 
will bring us up, better, stronger and more compassionate than we were before.
“Your will be done, when I am valued and when I am disregarded.” Oh dear; don’t 
we all feel disregarded sometimes? From being that child who isn’t chosen to be in 
the team, to seeing someone else get promotion, to not achieving a dream; it’s 
hard. Instead of judging ourselves or looking for someone else to blame, we can 
turn to God who is in there, in all our failures, all our aloneness and will never 
disregard us because we are his beloved children. How freeing to think that 
feeling disregarded in a worldly sense is not only normal, but to be expected from 
time to time. It’s ok. We are still loved and there are things we can learn in the 
quietness and aloneness. Our time will come and God always keeps his promises.
“When I have all things and when I have nothing.” Again these are all natural and 
normal ups and downs of life. God is there, he doesn’t care what we have or don’t 
have, whether we are successful or not. What a release from the pressures of life. 
We are loved regardless and God can show us how to use the skills he has given 
us. He may indeed lead us to a whole new way of life.

“You are mine and I am yours. May it be so for ever.” How wonderful – a promise 
of commitment between us and God for life and beyond. We are a team.
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What is Evensong?
Evensong is an ancient service of evening prayer. As an English at of 
worship it has been part of the rhythm of prayer in the Church of 
England since 1549, even before this in the Catholic church where it is 
called Vesper's which in Latin means evening.  
The liturgy (a fixed set of words and movement) that the Church uses to 
this day was laid out in Archbishop Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer. 
Evensong, contains the following elements: verses and responses, one or 
more sung psalms, and two lessons from the Bible. – one from the Old 
Testament and one from the New. It includes the Magnificat (‘My soul 
doth magnify the Lord’), the words of the Virgin Mary celebrating the 
Incarnation and the Nunc Dimittis: ‘Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace’ as sung by Simeon. It is his song of fulfilment on seeing 
the infant Jesus in the Temple and recognising him as the Messiah.
The service also includes a Creed (this a statement of belief), verses and 
responses sung and led by the choir. We pray, spoken and chanted and 
an anthem is sung by the choir.  There are hymns sung by choir and 
congregation; and the organ is played before and after the service.
Evensong is beautiful and traditional service of word and song.
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After a busy Christmas and New Year the ringers are starting their 2023 
recruitment campaign with an Open Afternoon on Saturday 25th February from 2 
until 4 pm. Sessions will start with a short introduction in the Ark followed by a 
session up in the tower getting your hands on a bell. Contact 
alvechurchbells@yahoo.co.uk or talk to any of the ringers to book a session.

Bell ringing is open to everyone, you don't have to live in the village or be a 
member of the church, all we ask is that you're tall enough to reach the rope! In 
practical terms the minimum age is around twelve but there's no real maximum. 
It's good, gentle exercise and ringers tend to just keep on ringing. As an aside for 
younger members, bell ringing counts as an activity towards a Duke of Edinburgh 
Award – you're learning to play a musical instrument after all.

Apart from the physical exercise, ringing keeps the brain active. At its simplest 
you've only got to remember that you're bell number four and you need to ring 
after number three but before number five. At its peak you're remembering – or 
working out as you go along – a three hour sequence  of bells in a peal. You can go 
as far as you like down this road but at St Laurence we tend to stick to the simpler 
methods; we're bell ringers not campanologists.

There's also the social aspect. At the local level, ringing for services, weddings, and 
special events pulls you into the life of the village. On a wider scale there are 
churches in every town and village across the country that'll make you welcome. It 
might be a chapel with four bells, it might be a cathedral with twelve. Either way 
you end up seeing things you'd otherwise miss. 

So come and try your hand this month. If you can't make the Saturday then call in 
at the tower on a practice night, Tuesday evenings between 8pm and 9pm.

Geoff Franklin

News from the Tower
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The Ark - current classes

The Ark has classes 
for everyone, from 
Art to Zuu fitness!

 
Whether you want 

to improve your 
body, or your mind, 
we have a class for

you
 

There are 
opportunities to 

socialise with others 
at a class, or group 

such as WI, Tots and 
Toddlers or Places

of Welcome

Space is available - we 
have both an upper and 
lower room, if you have 
a class  you would like 

to run! 
Please contact Lynda  
on 0121 447 7955 or 

admin@thearkalvechurc 
h.co.uk



Page 27



Page 28



Tell us about yourself.
I have lived in several counties before settling in Alvechurch & this 
experience has taught me to appreciate the UK in many ways, 
particularly the beautiful countryside and changing weather, you’ll 
be surprised how boring sunny weather can be.
My life has definitely not gone to plan. It has been fuller and richer 
because of this, if not a little more exhausting than I expected. I 
often think of the Yiddish saying “Man plans, and God laughs.”
I work in horticulture and design though my passions have always 
been horses and musical theatre but not together.

Where might we find you every day, and what sort of things 
would you be doing or being? 
Every day I am found outside somewhere. I might be head down in 
a garden, out walking the dog but always a few hours at the stables. 
The weather does not matter, the clothing does..... 

How do you experience God in the joys and challenges of 
everyday life?
I experience my heavenly joy through God’s creation and often 
wonder at how amazing the world around us is. Not everyone 
appreciates my natural enthusiasm, especially for toads or beetles, 
butterflies are easier to appreciate. But it is the eco system they 
represent that is exciting.

with Pippa Goyal

“Everyday faith” is the Church of England’s initiative 
to help people think about God as they go about 

their daily lives – not just Sunday worship! 
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The main challenges that I face daily come from society’s 
expectations of “normal” (including my own) and how I am required 
to question and adapt those expectations in a positive and 
productive way for those around. I often take a deep breath, ask 
God for help in expressing myself well and kindly. Bruce Hornsby 
and the Range’s song “That’s just the Way it is” says it best. Often 
once we stop to think about things properly, they do not need to 
be done in the expected way.

How do you share your faith with others in everyday life?
Giving is the best way to experience the joy of God. It might be 
time, help, knowledge, understanding, listening or support but it 
never fails to amaze me how small things help hugely.

(How) Does your faith grow through everyday living? 
The more I talk and share with God the more God helps me 
manage and the easier it is to hear and understand God’s word.

How can we pray for you? 
Please pray for me and my family to continue successfully 
navigating life in as calm and stress-free way as possible and pray 
for the medical professionals who support us.

Page 30

How do you live out your faith in your everyday life? We 
would love to hear from you, to take part in this regular 

feature, please do get in contact. 
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Giving is essential to secure your church's future ability to serve this community. 
For it's mission and ministry and the maintainece of our grade II* listed building
and churchyard, St Laurence Church relies on the generosity of giving. To help us 
survive, grow and to confidently plan for the future, the best way to support our 
work is through becoming a regular giver. 

St Laurence Church has joined the Parish Giving Scheme, this offers us and our 
givers an easy and efficient way to make regular donations. It all happens 
electronically, and you can choose to give monthly, quarterly or annually and we 
recieve full value of your donation. We recognise that financially we are living in 
difficult times, all donations large or small are thankfully received. 

Through the Parish Giving Scheme supporting your church financially couldn't be 
easier.

For more information visit www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk 

Or for a pack pop into church or The Ark and pick one up

Or please contact Lynda at 
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk or 
call 0121 447 7955 for a Parish Giving Pack. 
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Supporting St 
Laurence Church

Thank you for your support and generosity.
Alvechurch PCC - Registered Charity number 1131783 
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If you would like to advertise in Grapevine contact Lynda to discuss 
our competitive prices.

admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk





Priest in Charge
Revd Gail Rogers

The Rectory, School Lane
0121 824 5257
07867 853813
revdgail@icloud.com

0121 447 7955
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk

"Tarncroft", Hewell Lane, Vigo
0121 445 6176

Church Warden
Michael Fletcher

OUR TEAM

Church Warden
Graham Clark

55 Birmingham Road
0121 445 0505

Parish Administrator
Lynda Lewis 

The Coach House, School Lane
0121 445 2547

13 Red Lion Street
0121 447 8451

Licensed Lay Minister
Sue Phillips Wardle

Licensed Lay Minister
Helen Ayling
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Deputy Church Warden
Michael Davenport

Contact details: 0121 447 7955

Deputy Church Warden
Andy Notley

0121 445 5653

Bell Tower Master
Colin Bennett 

01527 64077

Deadline for
Grapevine March 2023 Edition

 

 If you wish to submit an article or advert for 
March the deadline is - 
Monday 6th February 
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Cover photo by Richard Russell


