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The Presence of God
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us. And we 

saw the Word's glory, filled with grace, filled with truth”
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Christmas and New Year are times that are filled with much hope, this year 
perhaps hope will be more poignant. This will be the first time for two years 
that Christmas won't have any restrictions placed around it, we will be able to 
gather indoors with unlimited family members and gather as church in the 
same way we had done in previous years. Those much-loved traditions that 
we haven't been able to do, we can look forward to with joy. 

Traditions are things we do that make an occasion feel special, they offer a 
rhythm and pattern to our celebrating that forms who we are. They hold 
memories of people we love, both present and those whom we no longer 
see. Traditions connect us, especially when we don't even know why we do 
something in a certain way, it is just the way it has always been done. 

Nine Lessons and Carols has been a tradition of the church for hundreds of 
years. This year the choirs at St Laurence and St Leonard are coming 
together for this beautiful service with one service on Saturday 17th 
December. This service will be held at St Leonard's Church, Beoley. 

This year we are looking forward to the return of our Nativity service, it will be 
my first one and is a St Laurence tradition I am looking forward to being part 
of. We will be offering one Nativity service on Christmas Eve at 4pm, with 
rehearsals well under way. 

We are also hoping to start a new tradition. On Christmas Day we will be 
holding a family crib service with Holy Communion. You are invited to bring a 
present with you to show and tell. This will be at St Laurence Church at 10am. 

Looking beyond Christmas and into the New Year we will be introducing a 
new pattern of monthly midweek Holy Communion in the tradition of The 
Book of Common Prayer. Look out for the flyer in this magazine.

REVD 
GAIL 
WRITES...
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It has been a whole year since we started our journey together, during 
this time we have learnt much about each other, we have adapted to 
much change too. As we look ahead to another year, may the old and 
new traditions we are forming, bind us together more deeply in the grace, 
hope and love of God.

In this bumper issue of Grapevine you will find lots more information 
about the life of St Laurence Church and The Ark through December and 
January. Take a look at our services over the Christmas period noting 
whether they are taking place here at St Laurence or a St Leonard's, 
Beoley.  You are very welcome to come and join us where you can.

Wishing you much peace and joy this Christmas and New Year
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Limited spaces available!

St Laurence wishes to thank Mark at Jacob's butcher's for 
supporting this event with his friendly and generous 

service. Thank you Jacob's Butcher's !



Alvechurch 
    Remembered

On Remembrance Sunday the community of Alvechurch 
came together to remember. Our remembering began at St 
Laurence Church, where pupils from Alvechurch Middle 
School lay memorial crosses on each of our war graves.
After a short act of worship in a full church, where Revd Gail 
offered a short address on the importance of our 
remembering including a commitment to peace, we 
processed down to Memorial Green to join a gathered crowd 
there. 
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Alvechurch 
    Remembered

A huge thank you to everyone who took part in the 
Remembrance Day service, and to the wonderful 
Alvechurch community for coming along to remember 
together.

Revd Gail personally wishes to thank Stephen Hornsby 
from the Parish Council, Andy and Anne Humphries, Ben 
Cochrane for playing the last post and the Reveille. 
And especially a huge thank you to Brett 
Shepherd for getting us all together to 
offer such a beautiful Act of Remembrance. 
As a planning group we have worked 
together for many months on this. 

We are already looking ahead to next year.

                             Many more people from 
                              our community gathered 
                              at Memorial Green, with 
                              the Rainbows, Brownies, 
                              Guides, pupils from 
                              Crown Meadow First School, Alvechurch      
                              Middle School leading us in an Act of 
                              Remembrance and a Commitment to peace. 

Wreaths were also laid by many groups from      
within the community of Alvechurch. 
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Churches Together in Alvechurch and Rowney Green
Christmas Worship

 

Churches Together Event at Alvechurch Baptist Church: Nativity 
Adventure Family fun, drinks & crafts following the Village Lights Switch- 
Saturday 3rd December at 5pm

A Thin Place, Alvechurch Baptist Church
Newly written Dramatic Narration of the first ever Christmas story - 
Saturday 10th December at 7:30pm

Nine Lessons and Carols with St Laurence and St Leonard's Choir 
at St Leonard's, Beoley. Saturday 17th December at 6pm

Carol Service at Rowney Green Shared Church
Sunday 18th December at 9.30am

Family Festival service at Alvechurch Baptist Church
All-age participation Festival service.  Sunday 18th December at 10:30am

Carols by Candlelight at Alvechurch Baptist Church
Traditional carols and readings by flickering candlelight
Sunday 18th December at 6pm

Carol Service at Mount Carmel Catholic Church, Redditch
Tuesday 20th December at 7pm

Nativity at St Laurence Church
Our fun family friendly Nativity is back!
Christmas Eve, Saturday 24th December at 4pm

Christmas Mass at Mount Carmel Catholic Church, Redditch
Christmas Eve, Saturday 24th December at 5pm and 10pm

First Communion of Christmas at St Laurence Church
Christmas Eve, Saturday 24th December at 11.30pm
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Churches Together in Alvechurch and Rowney Green
Christmas Worship continued.

 

Christmas Day Mass at Mount Carmel Catholic Church, Redditch
Christmas Day, Sunday 25th December at 8.15am and 11.15am

Christmas Day Service at Rowney Green Shared Church
Christmas Day, Sunday 25th December at 9.30am

Christmas Day Family Communion at St Laurence Church
Bring a present with you to share and tell.
Christmas Day, Sunday 25th December at 10am

Christmas Day Celebration at Alvechurch Baptist Church
Christmas Day, Sunday 25th December at 10.30am
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It's certainly been a year of ups and downs here. We've rung in high
spirits for the Jubilee and we've rung muffled bells for the Queen's
funeral. In between we've rung for services and we've rung for
weddings; we've kept the clock running and generally done our little bit
for the life of the church and village. 

Speaking of the clock, I've discovered that one of my neighbour's
children didn't know what the chimes meant and hadn't noticed that the
quarters build up to play a tune. I'm hoping that everyone reading this
knows that the chimes sound four notes on the quarter, four more at
half past, another four at quarter to, and the full sixteen on the hour.
The hour chimes are followed by one stroke on the tenor bell for each
hour. Having said that, it'd be quite possible these days to grow up
somewhere that didn't have a chiming clock and never have the chance
to learn this. Next time you hear the chimes, make sure your children
listen. 

Going back to last month, the clock chimes can play a tune because the
bells aren't being swung back and forth. They stay still and the clock
mechanism controls the hammers that hit them. It's the largest musical
instrument in the village.

I've mentioned before that we're running low on bell ringers. We had
hoped to recruit during the Heritage Open Day but that obviously fell
through. Instead we'll be holding our own Open Day after Christmas so
that you can see what we do and perhaps try a short session for
yourself. 
We're still discussing dates, 
more details in the next 
Grapevine.

Our next job is Christmas, 
ringing for the midnight service
on Christmas Eve and again on 
Christmas morning.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone in the village.

 

News from the Tower
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Alvechurch Community Larder

Alvechurch Community Larder will be going ahead as 
planned following a very successful Village Hall open 
meeting when around 30 volunteers came forward to 

offer their help.
Starting on Friday 2nd December, the larder will open 

every Friday from 11am to 1.30pm at Alvechurch Baptist 
Church. It’s aim is to make available food that would 

otherwise go to waste and at the same time benefitting 
people in the parish most affected by rising food prices. A 
registration fee of £4 is required, with the average value of 

a ‘shop’ being about £20.
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Hillside @ Alvechurch WI 
 

At our November meeting it was decided to make our charity donation 
to the new Alvechurch food larder, gifts of long-lasting food will be 
collected at the December meeting. We were reminded of our shopping 
trip to Cardiff Christmas Markets is on November 23rd 2022.
Our speaker for the evening was Theresa from Lappelli-Connect Craft 
Create based in Blackwell. She runs workshops in Enamelling, glass, 
jewellery making and printing from lino cutting. After a demonstration, 
we then’ had a go’ at making our own. 

Our Christmas party is on December 7th. We have no January meeting, 
but a lunch at the Red Lion is being arranged. If you wish to come along 
please contact Pat.

 

Our First meeting of 2023 is our 'Silent Auction'in February.
 
 

For further info contact Pat McDonagh on 0121 6284121.
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News from The Ark

 Special offer!
On Saturday 11th February 2023 Sophie Rey will be running a 

Yoga and Art Day Retreat. 
Until 19th December she is offering an Early Bird offer of Bring a Friend, and both 

receive 10% off
For further details please contact Sophie on
07929603972/Hello@Sophiereyyoga.co.uk

www/sophiereyyoga.co.uk/yoga-art-day-retreat
 

              
 

AHS meets at 7:45pm each first Monday of the month
Monday 5th December 2022 "The History of Dudley Castle" Max Keen

Please contact Anne Humphries 0121 445 5955 if you need further 
information

 
 

                                 

On Saturday 28th January  there will be a pop up market 
showcasing local makers, artisans and small creative pop- 

ups running from 10am to 3pm. Refreshments will be 
available. Please do support this new local enterprise!

ZUU is high intensity interval training (HIlT) based on 
primal movements, such as pushing, pulling, crawling, 

bending, twisting, squatting and lunging.
Open to all ages from 6 upwards and all abilities 

 
On Thursday evenings from 7pm to 8pm Cliff's Zuu 

Fitness class is held in the main Ark hall
https://www.facebook.com/Move2Bfitt/

 

 Alvechurch Historical Society
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Supporting 
St Laurence Church
Giving is essential to secure your church's future ability to serve this community. 
For it's mission and ministry and the maintainece of our grade II* listed building
and churchyard, St Laurence Church relies on the generosity of giving. To help us 
survive, grow and to confidently plan for the future, the best way to support our 
work is through becoming a regular giver. 

St Laurence Church has joined the Parish Giving Scheme, this offers us and our 
givers an easy and efficient way to make regular donations. It all happens 
electronically, and you can choose to give monthly, quarterly or annually and we 
recieve full value of your donation. We recognise that financially we are living in 
difficult times, all donations large or small are thankfully received. 

Through the Parish Giving Scheme supporting your church financially couldn't be 
easier.

For more information visit www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk 

Or for a pack pop into church or The Ark and pick one up

Or please contact Lynda at 
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk or 
call 0121 447 7955 for a Parish Giving Pack. 

Thank you for your support and generosity.
Alvechurch PCC - Registered Charity number 1131783 



ST LAURENCE CHURCH DIARY
DECEMBER 2022
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community

Family Worship 
with Holy Communion                      Sunday 4th December, 9.15am

 Morning Worship                               Sunday 4th December, 11.15am

 Places of Welcome           Wednesday 14th December, 10.00 - 12pm

Family Worship                               Sunday 11th December, 9.15am

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
at St Leonard's Church, Beoley          Tuesday 6th December, 10am
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 Places of Welcome            Wednesday 7th December, 10.00 - 12pm

 Open Church                      Wednesday 7th December, 10.00 - 12pm

 Open Church                     Wednesday 14th December, 10.00 - 12pm

 Celebration of Holy Communion     Sunday 11th December, 11.15am

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                    Thursday 1st December, 9.30am

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                    Thursday 8th December, 9.30am

Churches Together Nativity Adventure at 
Alvechurch Baptist Church        Saturday  3rd December, from 5pm

Christmas without the Tinsel              Sunday 11th December, 3pm

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                   Thursday 15th December, 9.30am

 Ark Christmas Lunch                   Thursday 15th December, 12.30pm



DIARY DECEMBER CONT.
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community

Page  17

Places of Welcome           Wednesday 21st December, 10.00 - 12pm

Open Church                    Wednesday 21st December, 10.00 - 12pm

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
at St Phillips, Webheath                     Tuesday 20th December, 10am

Morning Worship                              Sunday 18th December, 11.15am

Family Worship                               Sunday 18th December, 9.15am

Nativity                                                 Saturday 24th December, 4pm

First Communion of Christmas      Saturday 24th December, 11.30pm

Christmas Day Family Communion 
                                                         Sunday 25thDecember, 10.00am

Nine Lessons and Carols with St Laurence and St Leonard choir
at St Leonard's Church, Beoley        Saturday 17th December, 6pm

Please note that there will be 
no Places of Welcome on 

Wednesday 28th December.
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The days are shortening, winter is upon us. This year the dark
 and the cold are accompanied by a sense of dread of the 
cost of fuel to light and heat our homes.
Despite rising fuel costs, the Christmas lights in our village will 
be lit. In shops and schools and churches and homes we’re getting ready for the 
festive season. Gifts are bought, decorations found or made, invitations are 
passed round as we engage in the many different aspects of the Christmas 
season. 
Recently a group of us were talking about the way that Christmas holds different 
significance to different people. Some get their greatest pleasure from decorating 
the house, others from buying presents. Some dread the cooking, others love it. 
For some the family reunions are their highlight whilst others dread long car 
journeys or difficult house guests. For some the memories evoked of past 
Christmases are full of joy, for others this year the pain of loss is too raw.
But behind it comes the deep recognition that at the centre of it all is the 
celebration of the moment when God came to earth in human form. Christ-mas. 
The amazing, incredible reason behind the season.  God took on human form,
coming to earth as a baby, but growing to adulthood and living a life of love and 
sacrifice, wisdom and compassion. 

A friend told the story of a child in her RE class who put up his hand and said: 
‘Please miss, what has Jesus to do with Christmas?’. 
What indeed! There are so many things that have to do with Christmas that Jesus 
can get forgotten. This isn’t helped by the origins of many aspects of our 
traditional celebrations dating back to pagan feasts of Roman times and to mixed 
motives for combining the Christian celebration with the winter solstice (in 336 
AD), fixing Christmas day as 25th December. 

 

Sue Phillips Wardle writes...
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For Mary and Joseph, whatever the actual date of that first Christmas day, nothing 
was more important than the baby. For the angels announcing his birth, for the 
shepherds hearing their message, nothing was more important than the baby. For 
the wise men following the star nothing was more important than the baby. That 
first Christmas was all about the baby.
The old spiritual goes: ‘Mary had a baby! Yes, Lord! Mary called him Jesus! Yes, my 
Lord!’ It’s all about Mary’s baby and she called him Jesus because he had a special
mission. 
So back to that classroom. The short answer is ‘Everything!’ Jesus is everything to 
do with Christmas. He is the Christ in Christmas. Without Jesus there is no 
Christmas. We can have a festive season but it’s not Christmas.
But there’s more I’d like to say to that young man. Jesus is not just for Christmas. 
Just as the first Christmas was all about the baby, subsequent Christmases are all 
about the adult.  Jesus, son of Mary, grew up. He brought the presence of God 
into the world of human beings in a modest yet powerful way. He lived out the 
love of God as only a person of humble origins could. He was in touch with the 
daily stresses of life at the coal face, bringing light into dark places and hope to 
the hopeless. He did it for 33 years, he died a cruel death, which we remember
 at Easter. But that wasn’t the end of God being with us. He rose from the death, 
ascended into heaven and is alive. He seeks to be present with us today in the joy 
and the pain of our Christmas celebrations, in the anxiety of high fuel bills, in the 
compassion of those who are able to share the burdens of the increased cost of 
living. The risen Jesus is not just for Easter. Jesus is God with us and in us every 
day of the year.

May you know the peace and joy of his presence this Christmas time! Happy 
Christ……mas!
 
 

Sue Phillips Wardle writes continued...



Page 20



Page 21
 

The Ark is available for both regular group bookings and one-off events, 
such as conferences, retreat days, baby showers and children's parties.
Hire can include use of tables, chairs, crockery, cutlery, glassware etc. 

HIRING THE ARK

The Ark incudes a large hall, fully fitted catering kitchen, spacious lobby 
area and upstairs lounge. 

The building has a lift, fully accessible toilet and accessible parking.

To discuss availability and pricing, please contact Lynda on 0121 447 7955 or 
email to admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH DIARY 
JANUARY 2023
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community

Family Worship                                  Sunday 8th January, 9.15am

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
at St Leonard's Church, Beoley              Tuesday 3rd January, 10am
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 Places of Welcome                Wednesday 4th January, 10.00 - 12pm

 Open Church                          Wednesday 4th January, 10.00 - 12pm

 Celebration of Holy Communion         Sunday 8th January, 11.15am

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                       Thursday 5th January, 9.30am

New Years Day Family Communion at
St Leonard's Church, Beoley                Sunday 1st January at  10.am

 Open Church                          Wednesday 11th January, 10.00 - 12pm

 Places of Welcome                Wednesday 11th January, 10.00 - 12pm

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                       Thursday 12th January, 9.30am

Family Worship                                  Sunday 15th January, 9.15am

 Open Church                         Wednesday 18th January, 10.00 - 12pm

 Morning Worship                                  Sunday 15th January, 11.15am

 Places of Welcome               Wednesday 18th January, 10.00 - 12pm

 Ark Tots and Toddlers                       Thursday 19th January, 9.30am

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
at St Laurence, Alvechurch               Wednesday 18th January, 10am



DIARY JANUARY CONT.
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community
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Places of Welcome               Wednesday 25th January, 10.00 - 12pm

Open Church                         Wednesday 25th January, 10.00 - 12pm

All Together Christingle in The Ark
                                                               Sunday 29th January, 10.30am

Family Worship                                  Sunday 22nd January, 9.15am

 Celebration of Holy Communion        Sunday 22nd January, 11.15am

Prayer Ministry
Each Sunday confidential, personal prayer support is offered. 

If you need a listening ear and prayer, you are invited to gather 
in the Lady chapel between 10:30 - 11am where a member of 

our pastoral team will be waiting to welcome you.

REFRESHMENTS 
Between our 9.15am and 

11.15am worship we serve 
refreshments. 

All are welcome to come and 
joins us - either stay after or 

come a bit earlier!



Tell us about yourself.
I came to live in Alvechurch in 2019 with my wife Christine from a 
small village near Rugby, Warwickshire. Most of my working life has 
been in farming and the West Midlands Fire Service with a few 
years serving in the army, The Royal Horse Guards, which later 
became The Blues and Royals. We have 4 grown up cildren and 10 
grandchildren. Since moving to Alvechurch my life has been very 
different than before. For many years I did hedge laying for local 
farmers as well as coppice craft, rustic woodwork and ornamental 
metalwork. We also kept chickens, bantams, ducks, turkey and 
quails.

Where might we find you every day, and what sort of things 
would you be doing or being? 
Now that I have "retired" from most of my pastimes I spend time 
gardening, dog walking, reading and I have started to write my life 
story.

How do you experience God in the joys and challenges of 
everyday life?
My everyday experience of God lies mainly in the wonder of His 
creation. Whilst working on farms, growing and harvesting crops, 
looking after sheep and cattle and spending much time working in 
woodlands gathering hazel for stakes and binders to use in hedge 
laying I learned to appreciate everything God has given us.

with Gordon Brady

“Everyday faith” is the Church of England’s initiative 
to help people think about God as they go about 

their daily lives – not just Sunday worship! 
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How do you share your faith with others in everyday life?
I joined the church group who attend care homes in Alvechurch. I 
take part in discussion groups at Lent, Advent and other times and 
the Christian book club.

(How) Does your faith grow through everyday living? 
Faith can grow through acknowledging that God is forever present 
in our lives and including God in everything we do will increase our 
experience of Him. My prayers are mostly silent prayers, best in 
times of quietness and when alone. They would probably not make 
sense to anyone listening and usually comprise of random 
thoughts. Do not worry if you cannot find words to tell God what 
you want. When words and even thoughts fail, pray in silent 
yearnings. Much of our best praying is found when we sit at God's 
feet and do not speak at all, but only let our hearts talk.

How can we pray for you? 
Having lived with cancer for 20 years I believe that faith and prayers 
have carried me through some difficult times. I would welcome 
your prayers for myself and for all others suffering illness. 
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How do you live out your faith in your everyday life? We 
would love to hear from you, to take part in this regular 

feature, please do get in contact. 



Page 28

St Laurence Church wishes to thank 
Pullen's for donating this beautiful 
memorial stone to the area of our 

churchyard where historically babies 
have been laid to rest. 
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If you would like to advertise in Grapevine contact Lynda to discuss 
our competitive prices.

admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk
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Priest in Charge
Revd Gail Rogers

The Rectory, School Lane
0121 824 5257
07867 853813
revdgail@icloud.com

0121 447 7955
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk

"Tarncroft", Hewell Lane, Vigo
0121 445 6176

Church Warden
Michael Fletcher

OUR TEAM

Church Warden
Graham Clark

55 Birmingham Road
0121 445 0505

Parish Administrator
Lynda Lewis 

The Coach House, School Lane
0121 445 2547

13 Red Lion Street
0121 447 8451

Licensed Lay Minister
Sue Phillips Wardle

Licensed Lay Minister
Helen Ayling
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Deadline for
Grapevine February 2023 Edition

 

 If you wish to submit an article or advert for 
February the deadline is - 

Monday 9th January.

 
 

May you know the comfort and joy of the Christ child this 
Christmas time, and the peace and hope of God in 2023


