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St Laurence Church Alvechurch 
 
 

In person church services 
Please see page 6 for a list of our services for January  

 
 

Online services  
The last online service was on 18 July. You can view all the previous 

services on our YouTube channel -  
www.youtube.com/channel UCVQ6tgn7g6qT7vJ1Rh3vxpg  

 
 

You can access various prayer, bible reading, reflection and worship 
links on our website by visiting -  

http://www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org/resources  
 
 

The Churchwardens may be contacted by telephoning 0121 445 1087 
or emailing - stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 
GROUPS 

 

Sunday Club - Sundays during term time 9.30am Church & Ark  
 
 

Choir - Thursdays at 7.45pm in Church (445 3569) 
 
 

Bellringers - Sundays at 10.45am 
Tuesday Practice at 7.30pm (01527 64077) 

 
 

Ark Tots and Toddlers - Thursdays 9.30am to 11.00am in The Ark  
(TBC) - Tiny Tots Service - 10.45am 4th Thursday of the month 

(sarah100work@gmail.com)  
 

 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 (admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk) 

 

 
Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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Martin Allen writes... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Namaste, Ni hao, willkommen, bonjour, 
Hola, yl’el, hello. 
 
We may be less familiar with some of those 
words of greeting than others (Hindi,  
Chinese, German, French, Spanish, Klingon, 
English!).  
 
Greetings are powerful things and often set 
things up well for the rest of time spent 
with someone. First impressions are  
important!  
 
I’m reminded of the time described in Luke, 
often a reading for the fourth Sunday of 
advent, when Mary met her cousin  
Elizabeth. They greeted each other and such 
was the impact of their meeting that  
Elizabeth’s baby leapt in her womb. Her 
later to be born son John (who became the 
Baptist) was excited to meet the mother of 
the Son of God! What a wonderful start to 
that family time together and I wonder 
what the rest of the visit was like! I hope if 
you have been able to reconnect with  
family and friends in this recent season, 
that your greetings have been equally  
joyous!  
 
So how do/did you greet the New Year?  
In recent times the temptation has been to 
rush headlong into the arms of the New 
Year and consign the old year to the rubbish 

tip. After all recent years have not had 
much to be joyous and thankful about, so it 
is only human to greet the new with  
enthusiasm. Restrictions, lockdown, Covid 
variants and economic uncertainty make us 
want to run away. For you, was greeting the 
New Year taking a piece of coal to a friend’s 
house, partying late into the night with  
perhaps more alcohol than you intended? 
Was it the New Year’s day walk or TV 
 broadcast of a concert from Vienna? Or did 
you spend time more quietly reflecting on 
what has been lost and what has been 
gained? Perhaps it was a real determination 
to keep to that new resolution? Whichever 
way we have greeted the New Year, there 
are some things which are fairly sure – 
things won’t change very much and Gods 
love is new every day! 
 
For me I’m excited to greet the New Year, 
happy in the knowledge that as a church 
and community we have navigated the  
uncertainty of our last Rector Richard  
Bubbers retiring and our new Vicar Gail 
Rogers arriving. The spontaneous applause 
when her appointment was announced in 
church was wonderful! I hope our  
excitement and greetings at her arrival have 
been evident and will continue long after 
the first footing or the New Year’s  
resolutions have fallen away. As we  
welcome Gail why not try out our welcome 
by coming to Church? Jesus will be there 
too….! 
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 Bishop Martin reflects on his pilgrimage 

of prayer and hope around the Diocese 
 

“The font in my church has been dry for over a year.” 
 

One of our faithful parish clergy was sharing on Zoom 

about how things were during the pandemic. It was such 

a powerful image of a dry and empty font, no water, no 

baptisms, no people in Covid affected churches. 
 

As a new bishop in this diocese I had been in lockdown 

like everyone else and so many months ago I set aside 

twelve12 days when I could spend two days in each 

deanery on a Pilgrimage of Prayer and Hope, visiting as 

many churches and meeting as many people as I could. 
 

Zoom meetings with Area Deans and Lay Chairs followed 

as they kindly arranged a schedule of visits for me, and 

on 29 September I set off to Droitwich to begin Day 1. 
 

I travelled light, arriving at each church with my bishop’s 

staff in my hand, and with a bag containing simple or-

ders of service; a bottle of holy water and a brush to use 

in a prayer of blessing at the door and at the font, and 

pilgrim prayer cards to leave behind in each place. 
 

The twelve days are an experience I will never forget, 

with welcoming people and prayer filled churches open-

ing their doors and hearts to me, wherever I went and 

providing me with some much needed refreshment 

along the way. There were evening gatherings in each 

deanery, and meals shared with Deanery Leadership 

Teams. 
 

12 days and 106 churches later the Pilgrimage finally 

came to a close on St Andrew’s Day in St Andrew’s 

Church Wollescote in Greater Dudley Deanery. Thank 

you to everyone who prayed along with me or followed 

the journey on social media. I felt truly blessed! 
 

Watch a short video of Bishop Martin's pilgrimage in 

Pershore and Evesham Deanery on Remembrance Day:   

https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/bishop-

martin-reflects-on-his-pilgrimage.php 
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Alvechurch Village Society 
Gerard Nash writes... 
 

WALKS 
January 9th 10am - New Year walk in Redditch.  
Meet at Icknield St Dr/Washford Ln B98 0DE 
Led by Tony Brannon: 07763 468893. 
 

February 6th 2pm - A winter’s stroll round Bittell Lakes.  
Meet at the Crown car park, Withybed. 
Led by Hilary Taylor: 0121 445 0107. 
 

Walks are held at 2pm of the first Sunday of the month  
unless noted otherwise. For walks starting outside the 
village, contact the walk leader if you need a lift. Weather 
conditions occasionally mean that a walk must be 
cancelled: check with the leaders if necessary.  
Wear appropriate footwear. 
 

EVENTS & TALKS 
Talks are held in the Village hall, starting at 7:30pm. £1 for 
members and £2 for guests, including a drink and biscuit. 
Some events are by ticket, and details of venue, start time 
and price will be published nearer the time. 
 

Saturday January 22nd Quiz night - Village Hall, 7pm 
Ticketed event 
Details from Ray Yarnell at rayyarnell9@outlook.com 
 

Wednesday February 16th  - Village Hall, 7.30pm  
"Magistrates in the Community”  
A talk by Kirsty Cooke JP 
 

Join the Society to support your local community 
 The quality of life in the Alvechurch, Rowney Green, 
Hopwood, Weatheroak and Bordesley area is praised by 
many, but cannot be taken for granted.  
 

The AVS works to maintain this quality and while volunteers 
do all the work, we rely on the annual membership to  
maintain our programme of walks, talks and social events.  
If you want to support us and join the Society, our member-
ship is only £10 per year (£5 for young adults 14-20 years).  
Please check that you have renewed your membership: 
subscription runs from January to December. 
You can get more information from our website:  
www.alvechurchvs.org or contact the society  
chairperson: chairalvechurchvillagesociety@gmail.com 
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ADVERTISE HERE  
 

Just £150 for 12 months  
(other options available)  

Reach readers in  
Alvechurch and  

surrounding  
areas and online.  

 
For more details contact 

Ian Price on 0121 447 7955 
or email -                          

admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk 

Hello from your New Vicar 
 

It is with joy and excitement that I begin a new ministry 
here in Alvechurch. I am thrilled to be starting in the  
season of Advent, with Christmas just around the corner. 
Christmas is when the presence of God in Jesus is present 
amongst us, as one of us. It is a time of the year where no 
matter where we are in life’s journey, we are reminded 
that God is with us, that God is with us in the struggle and 
the celebration. If you see me around whether in church 
or in the parish, please do come and say hello. Over these 
coming weeks and months as I learn the rhythm of  
Alvechurch I hope to give out amongst you that the  
message of Christmas isn’t something we do once a year, 
for as God dwells with us, within us, and around us may 
my presence as part of this community, point to the  
wonder of God who promises to never leave us or forsake 
us.  
 

May your Christmas be filled with love, peace and joy and 
your New Year be filled with blessings.  
 

Revd Gail 
 

St Laurence 
Church Services 
for January 
2022 
 

We are planning the following Sunday church services in  
January, subject to any current restrictions:  
 

2 January - Communion service 9.30am 
Morning Prayer 11.15am  
 

9 January - Family service 9.30am 
Morning Prayer 11.15am  
 

16 January - Family service 9.30am   
Family Communion 11.15am  
 

23 January - Family service 9.30am 
Morning Prayer 11.15am  
 

30 January - Family service 9.30am 
Morning Prayer 11.15am  
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  James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• Day and Night Service 

• Woodland Burial 

• Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

• Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

The Week of Prayer 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally held 
between 18-25 January 
 

The theme for this year was chosen by the Middle East 
Council of Churches: “We saw the star in the East, and we 
came to worship him” (Matthew 2:2). 
 

More than ever, in the difficult times we’ve witnessed, we 
need a light that shines in the darkness and that light is a 
gift, an indication of God’s loving presence for all humanity. 
The Magi reveal to us the unity of all nations desired by 
God. They travel from far-off countries, and represent  
diverse cultures, yet they are driven by the same hunger to 
see and know the new-born king. 
 

Christians are called to be a sign to the world of God  
bringing about this unity that he desires. Drawn from 
different cultures, races and languages, Christians share in 
a common search for Christ and a common desire to  
worship him. The mission of the Christian people, there-
fore, is to be a sign like the star, to lead all to Christ, and to 
be the means by which God is bringing about the unity of 
all peoples. 
 

Find out more:  
https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022 
 

Plough Sunday 9 January in 2022 
 

Traditionally, Plough Sunday has been observed on the First 
Sunday of Epiphany since the Victorian age, however, it has 
a much older association with the first working day after the 
twelve days of Christmas, hence the phrase Plough Monday 
used in some places. 
 

In the past, ploughs were often kept in the parish church 
and were blessed at this service. After long winters, during 
which farm work was scarce, the observance of this agricul-
tural festival looked ahead to the time of sowing and the 
promise of harvest to come. 
 

Although the nature of farming has changed over the  
centuries, today Plough Sunday is still seen as a way of  
celebrating farming and human labour more generally near 
the start of the calendar year. It is an opportunity to cherish 
the land and to remind us all of our dependence upon it and 
upon God. 
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 Following Family Tradition, Richard 
marries Ruth at St Laurence's 
 

Ruth Elizabeth Tandy and Richard John Stokes married on 
23rd October after meeting at Stratford-upon-Avon  
hockey club 5 years ago. Richard’s parents Nicholas and 
Lesley Stokes married in the Church 40 years ago and his 
Grandparents lived in the Parish on the Redditch Road. 
 

Ruth was escorted into the Church by her father, David 
Tandy and wore a Jesus Peiro lace and satin dress. The 
bridal party included her mother, Heather, her best friend 
and maid of honour, Jessica Thwaites, nieces and flower 
girls Tabitha, Anika and Elisha Tandy and ring bearer and 
nephew, Aaron Tandy. 
 

Richard had chosen his closest friend from the hockey 
club, Matthew Hyatt, as his best man. His brother Adam 
and friend Mike Bruns were groomsmen and nephews 
Harrison and Harvey Stokes were page boys’.  
 

Due to the rearrangement because of the pandemic, the 
wedding party went to The Tardebigge for a meal after the 
ceremony which was then followed by a formal reception 
the day after at Wootton Park, Wootton Wawen where 
Ruth also works as a wedding coordinator. 
 

Richard and Ruth now reside in Brockhill, Redditch and are 
looking forward to a honeymoon in Walt Disney World 
soon.  
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Rowney Green Horticultural Society 
Lindsay Smith writes... 
 

ROWNEY GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY - meets at the 
Village Hall on the second Thursday of each month at 
7.15pm. On 13th January 2022 we welcome Phil Smith 
and his topic will be Principles of Garden Design. Phil is a 
Landscape Architect with over 13 years experience work-
ing as a professional horticulturist. He trained in horticul-
ture at Pershore College, and in Landscape Architecture at 
Birmingham City University. He has been Head Gardener 
at several private and public gardens but most recently at 
the highly acclaimed Wollerton Old Hall in Shropshire. In 
2021 Phil decided to become independent and now runs 
his own company in Landscape Design as well as continu-
ing giving Lectures to horticultural societies, garden clubs 
and organisations, throughout the UK 
 

Guests are always welcome - including £3.50 including 
refreshments. For more information please do not  
hesitate to contact Lindsay Smith on 01527 592874. 

HAPPY 2022 FROM  
THE MIDLAND SINFONIA 

 

Our annual General Knowledge Quiz &  
Supper Evening at The Ark, Alvechurch 

12th February 2022 prompt 7.30pm start 
Teams of 6 max, singles or couples fitted in 

Pay bar for wine, beer and soft drinks or 
corkage payable 

 

TICKETS: £10 from 
www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk  
booking in advance essential. 

Enquiries: Marian   
midlandsinfonia@gmail.com 

http://www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk
mailto:midlandsinfonia@gmail.com
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Kids Corner 
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Alvechurch Historical Society 
The monthly meetings are held in the main hall at The Ark, St Laurence 

Church starting at 7.45pm. 
 

There is no meeting in January. Our next meeting (AGM - with archives 
and short talks by members) is on Monday 7th February 2022. 

 

We look forward to seeing current members and welcoming new  
visitors. In case of any future changes due to Covid please contact Anne 

Humphries 0121 445 5955 if you need to confirm that meetings are  
going ahead. 

Text Giving for St Laurence Church 
Help to preserve the church for future generations by making a donation to the mission 
and ministry of St Laurence’s. 
 
You can make a donation with a quick and simple text message  
Text "STLALVECHURCH 5" to 70085 to donate £5 
Texts cost £5 plus one standard rate message 
Text "STLALVECHURCH 10" to 70085 to donate £10 
Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message 
Text "STLALVECHURCH 20" to 70085 to donate £20 
Texts cost £20 plus one standard rate message 
     
Or you can also make a donation by scanning this QR code  
with your mobile phone 
 
Or please send a cheque payable to Alvechurch PCC, posted to                                              
our parish office address at The Ark, St Laurence Church,                                                         
School Lane, Alvechurch, Birmingham B48 7SB.  
 
Or, if you would like to set up a direct debit (under the Parish Giving Scheme), this can 
now be done over the telephone – please leave a brief message on our church answer-
phone (0121 445 1087), or  email the church email address - 
(stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk), with your name and telephone number, so that 
our church treasurer may contact you.           
 

With our thanks and prayers. 
 
Alvechurch PCC - Registered charity number 1131783 

mailto:stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk
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A letter from the Bishop of Dudley 
- Journeying with God in 2022 
 

And God held in his hand 
A small globe. Look, he said. 
The son looked. Far off, 
As through water, he saw 
A scorched land of fierce 
Colour. The light burned 
There ; crusted buildings 
Cast their shadows ; a bright 
Serpent, a river 
Uncoiled itself, radiant 
With slime. 
On a bare 
Hill a bare tree saddened 
The sky. Many people 
Held out their thin arms 
To it, as though waiting 
For a vanished April 
To return to its crossed 
Boughs. The son watched 
Them. Let me go there, he 
said.                                       
The Coming by RS Thomas 1913-2000  
 

I love this poem by the Welsh poet and priest 
RS Thomas. It speaks of the coming of Christ 
that we have been celebrating in this Christ-
mas season. But it speaks too of the suffering 
of our world, the hunger of so many people, 
the pillage of the earth itself. It speaks of 
crucifixion. Jesus dos not turn away: ‘Let me 
go there’, he said. 
 

As 2022 begins we are well aware of the 
challenges of our times. As the Church of 
England we seek to become ‘Simpler, Hum-
bler and Bolder’ in all we do. Climate change 
demands that we live more simply, more 
humbly with the earth. It demands that we 
are bolder with the way we use what power 
and influence each of may have to make this 
world a better place. If we have savings,  
pensions and investments for example, are 
they invested in ways that help the planet, or 
the opposite? Can you find out? Is your 

church an Eco Church? (https://
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk) We hope we can 
become an Eco Diocese this year! 
 

It’s a good time to reconsider our giving too. 
How can we be a generous people for the 
good of God’s world? The bible encourages 
us to tithe, offering 10% of our income to 
God. Many give 5% to the church, and 5% to 
other charities, but it is for each person to 
decide before God what is right for them. 
What I do know is that financial giving is a 
spiritual matter, and that money is often the 
‘sacrament of seriousness’ as someone used 
to put it. January is always a good time to 
review our giving, and how serious we really 
are about using what we have been given for 
good and for God. This video could be a good 
place to start: Diocese of Worcester,   
Enabling Giving -  
www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/enabling-giving 
 

Finally, thank you for all you do to keep  
prayer and hope alive in your church and 
parish. These are such challenging times, but 
on my recent twelve-day Pilgrimage of Prayer 
and Hope I was able to pray with people in 
well over 100 churches in every deanery of 
the Diocese. It has been such a blessing and  
encouragement to me to feel the depth of 
prayer and hope in parishes, to experience 
the kindness and welcome of its people in 
church after church. 
 

On your journey with God in 2022, may you 
know his love always, and perhaps join with 
me in the Pilgrims’ Prayer: 
 

God of our pilgrimage, we are a thirsty  
people in a dry and weary land. Strike our 
stony hearts afresh, restore your springs of 
life within us. Renew us by your Holy Spirit. 
Let streams of living water flow through all 
your Church for the healing of the nations, for 
the blessing of the earth and to the glory of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.                 
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Parish Prayers 
 

At this time, we pray for all those who live and 
work in our community and especially those 
who live and work in:   
 

2 January – Brookside Close 
 

9 January – Buckleys Green 
 

16 January – Callow Hill Road 
 

23 January – Canal Side 
 

30 January – Chapel Lane 

 
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.  
The second (Commandment) is this: Love your neighbour as yourself. 
There is no commandment greater than these." (Mark 12:30,31)  

 
 

From The Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 

 

2 December  John Hoccom 
 
 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 
21 November  Sienna Florence Stokes 
28 November  Oliver Thomas Tabberer 
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Rector  Revd Gail Rogers, The  Rectory, School Lane, 445 1087 

  stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mrs Sue Phillips Wardle, 55 Birmingham Road, 445 0505 

  Mrs Helen Ayling, “Tarncroft”, Hewell Lane, Vigo, 445 6176  
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen 

 Mr Martin Allen, 445 5605 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Michael Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
 Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, Alvechurch, B48 7LP 
 Mr Andy Notley, 445 5653  
 Mr Roger Wardle, 55 Birmingham Road, 445 0505 
 Mr Michael Davenport 

PCC Secretary Mrs Lysandra Notley, lysnotley@icloud.com, 07989327043  
Parish Safeguarding Officer Mrs Sue Lambert, 7 Cygnet Close, B48 7PX, 07769110608 

PCC Treasurer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, Alvechurch, B48 7LP 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335 

Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212 

               Ark Tots & Toddlers Mrs Sarah Linton, sarah100work@gmail.com 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668 

Ark Bookings Secretary Mr Ian Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine Editor admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk 

Finance and  
Standing Committee   

 

Buildings, Fabric and Churchyard for 
Mission Committee   

Graham Clark Mick Fletcher Bob Dale  Colin Bennett  

Bob Dale Janet Wright  Graham Clark         Peter Freeman  

Peter Freeman   Mick Fletcher           Andy Humphries  

  Janet Wright            

    

Missionary Committee Children and Youth  Committee 
Martin Allen Mick Fletcher Sue Phillips Wardle Dick Russell 

Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste 

Kate Birchall  Sarah Linton  Sue Lambert  

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Printed bv LGDavis - 46 Warstock Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham, B14 4TS 

Calendar for JANUARY 2022 

 
Thursday 6 9.30am   Ark Tots & Toddlers: Sarah Linton: The Ark  
 
Sunday 9             10.00am   Alvechurch Village Society: New Year Walk in Redditch: 
     Meet at Icknield St Dr/Washford Ln B98 0DE 
 
Thursday 13 9.30am   Ark Tots & Toddlers: Sarah Linton: The Ark  
  7.15pm   Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Phil Smith and his topic 
     ‘Principles of Garden Design’: Rowney Green Village Hall  
 
Friday 14   FEBRUARY 2022 GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS:  
   articles to - admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk   
 
Thursday 20 9.30am   Ark Tots & Toddlers: Sarah Linton: The Ark  
 
Saturday 22          7.00pm   Alvechurch Village Society: Quiz: Alvechurch Village Hall
     (Ticketed Event): Details from rayyarnell9@outlook.com 
 
Thursday 27 9.30am   Ark Tots & Toddlers: Sarah Linton: The Ark  
 

Happy New Year everyone! 
Auld Lang Syne (first verse and chorus ) 

 

Should old acquaintance be forgot, 
And never brought to mind? 

Should old acquaintance be forgot, 
And old lang syne? 

 

(Chorus) 
For auld lang syne, my dear, 

For auld lang syne, 
We’ll take a cup of kindness yet, 

For auld lang syne. 
 

What does ‘Auld Lang Syne’ mean? 
The most accurate plain English interpretation of the Auld Lang Syne’s famous title is ‘Old 

long since’, or ‘For the sake of old times’. The song itself is reflective in nature, and is 
basically about two friends catching up over a drink or two, their friendship having been 
long and occasionally distant. The words were written by Scottish poet Robert Burns in 
1788, but Burns himself revealed at the time of composing it that he had collected the 

words after listening to the verse of an old man on his travels, claiming that his version of 
‘Auld Lang Syne’ marked the first time it had been formally written down.  


