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St Laurence Church Alvechurch

SUNDAY SERVICES

8.00.am Holy Communion
9.30.am Family Service

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday

and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday
11.00.am Parish Eucharist
6.00.pm Evensong

At Rowney Green Shared Church

9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service

with Holy Communion on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month

Sunday Club
Choir

Bellringers

Women'’s Fellowship

Mum’s the Word

Ark Café

Home Group

DAILY SERVICE

9.00.am Monday to Friday
In St Laurence Church

ORGANISATIONS

Sundays at 9.30.am in the Church and Ark (445 1854)
Thursdays at 7.45.pm in Church (445 3569)

Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm
Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077)

4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm
in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125)

Thursdays at 9.30.am in The Ark (07773509390)
Tiny Tots Service 10.15.am 2nd Thursday of the month

Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017)

Thursdays, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547)

THE ARK
Enquiries to lan Price 0121 447 7955

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783
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On behalf of St Laurence
Church, may | wish you
all a very Happy New
Year filled with God’s

| blessings.

The hustle and bustle of Christmas is now
gone and we stand on the brink of a New
Year. January, the first month, is named after
the Roman god Janus who was portrayed with
two faces- one looking backwards and one
forwards. So here at St Laurence we are at the
beginning of a new stage in our Church life.
The time of Interregnum, where we have
been without a Vicar, is coming to an end but,
with a lot of hard work from many people we
have kept the life of the Parish ticking over.

We are grateful for the help of Rev. Garth
Nathaniel, our Rural Dean, and the clergy in
the Deanery and beyond who have conducted
services for us. With their help and with the
work of our Lay Readers, Dick Russell and Sue
Phillips, we have managed to keep the four
Sunday services going and also cover funerals
and baptisms. Many weddings have been held
too, thanks to arrangements made with Alison
Smith and conducted by Rev Peter Holzapfel.

Our Churchwardens, Graham Clarke and
Michael Fletcher, have done yeoman service
with the help of lan Price, our Parish
administrator, in keeping the day-to-day
running of the Parish going smoothly. Many
members of the congregation have
contributed in various ways. We thank them
all.

So to the future, when we look forward to
welcoming Rev Richard Bubbers and his wife,
Sally. They will be moving into the Rectory
along with their two dogs and one cat soon.
Richard will be Licensed to begin his work as
Priest-in-Charge of Alvechurch and as a
member of the Faith at Work team in

Jill Woolley Writes...

Redditch at a special service to be held in St
Laurence Church on February 12th 2015
which will be attended by the Bishop, the
Archdeacon and the Rural Dean, along with
other local clergy and local community
representatives. During this symbolic service
Richard will be inducted into the various
duties he will perform in the life of the Parish.
Everyone will be welcome to attend this
service. Details will be available when all the
arrangements have been made.

So begins a new era in the life of St Laurence
Church and of the Parish. Richard will be 52nd
in a long line of incumbents stretching back to
1288. He will have to balance his job as Priest-
in-Charge and his work spreading faith in the
work places of Redditch. We pray that he and
his family will be happy amongst us in
Alvechurch and that he will find fulfilment in
all his work.

St Laurence Women’s
Fellowship

A Happy New Year to everyone. At our
November meeting Jessica Lindon gave us
hands on experience of Rag-Rugging and told us
something of its history.

We start our New Year programme on January
28th with a visit from Richard Westcott who will
demonstrate the make-up and show us his
Pantomime Dame costumes.

On February 25th we will have a more serious
meeting when Nigel Higgenbottam will talk
about Estate Planning and making a Will.

The last meeting before our year end is on

March 25th when Sheila Tremellen MBE gives a
talkentitetda CNRY YSyy St a
tltFO0S @Al

Come and join us in the Tanyard Centre but
beware of the parking restrictions. You will
be most welcome.
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Huntleys

Funeral Services

Serving your community for 130 years

Your local family orientated funeral directors
of distinction, offering a traditional and caring

service with atterttion to detail
FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE
ATTENTION

01527 892900

@ 12 Feckenham Road
Astwood Bank
Branch also at
58 Ipsley Street, Redditch

01527 62106
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Pla  n

FUNZ=4
PARTAZ
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Spring View Care
Nursing Home

Spring View Care provides small
homely nursing home where our
residents are at the heart of
everything. We aim to provide
nursing homes where we ourselves
would be happy to stay.

We operate two high quality Nursing
Homes:

1: Grosvenor House in Alvechurch
2: Tutnall Hall in Bromsgrove
To arrange a visit call
Tel: 0121 445 0033
www.springviewcare.co.uk

(HIMNEYZEE

The Modern Sweep

Professional « Reliable « Clean « Efficient
Fully Insured » Certificates Issued

1 Standard:
s Stoves,

Also Servicing of Solid Fucl Cooking Ranges

01562 912741 / 07837 744110

baron/@ chimneyace.co.uk [ e
www.chimneyace.co.uk -
RaLS facebook.com/chimneyace

10%% discount on cach chimney if 3 or more neighbours

have chimaeys swept on the same day (w
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As The Old Glides Out,
The New Tapers In

D2NR2Yy tINBR2Yy& oNAGSavodod

This month Gordon Parsons draws our attention to the words

of St. Paul in the letter he wrote to the people of Corinth: h L T
Fye2yS Aa Ay [/ KNRaidsz KS Aa |
gl eT 0SK2tR Fff (GKAy3a KI @S

This seems appropriate at the start of a new year. One of the
main messages of the New Testament is regeneration,
newness of life. We are promised that, because Jesus came
into the world, we have a new and closer relationship with
God. Jesus showed us how much we are loved.

Because of this, we can depend on God whatever our lives
bring; there is nothing he cannot forgive or change if we ask
him. When we pray together, we have God's promise that he
listens and knowing this changes discouragement into joy and
hope. HAPPY NEW YEAR.

The Midland Sinfonia

Saturday 7 February 7:30pm
Artrix, Bromsgrove

The Midland Sinfonia play 'From Tragedy to Triumph’
Richard Laing, conductor

Beethoven — Overture ‘Coriolan’
Beethoven — Symphony no.4
Mozart — Don Giovanni Overture
Haydn — Symphony no. 104 ‘London’

Tickets, £16, children accompanying an adult free; FT
students with NUS card free
can be booked at www.artrix.co.uk 01527 577330.


http://www.artrix.co.uk/

Stained Glass Windows
F NDIF NI} DNAYGKa gNANGSaX

The list of articles for the Auction is gradually growing.
Further additions are one hour’s gardening from Albert
Whurr (a member of the choir) coupled with a £5 Gift
Voucher from Webbs — an ideal start to spring planting and
gardening; a 6 place-setting china tea service with sandwich
plate and bowl; a red glass pedestal bowl; Sunday lunch for
4 people plus complementary bottle of wine at the Holliday
Inn, Kidderminster Road; Cut and Blow Dry by Imaginations
Alvechurch; Dreamlight Tea Light Holder from “Its a Gift”,
Barnt Green; China cup, saucer and plate from The Tea
Shop, Barnt Green; plus an almost new Corby Trouser Press.
As you can see, the list is becoming varied which makes it
more interesting — | am hoping the variety will attract
people to the Auction.

I would like to thank those who have already donated
articles, these are much appreciated. | will be giving a final
taster in the February Grapevine but until then further items
would still be appreciated so please contact me on 0121 445
3041 if you have anything to donate.

"Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast”
Old Rectory Lane.
Alvechurch

offers
warm and welcoming accommodation,
with super breakfasts and attractive,
spacious bedrooms.

Contact Celia on
0121 445 4824, or visit our website
www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk

G= WHERE NEXT
" ASSOCIATION

o
ASSOCIATION

Garden Centre
Opening hours
Mon- Fri9to 5, Sat 10 to 4

Woodwork
Packing / assembly
Landscaping / maintenance
Support your local charity which offers people

with special needs the opportunity to
experience the real world of work.

Wellesbourne Close
Easemore Road, Redditch
B98 8ER

01527 69955

@

ASSOCTATION

KenDry

Eco-Friendly Carpet
Ceaning That
Doesn’t Cost The Earth

Ken Wainwright
of
Alvechurch

0121 445 4247

wyww kendry.co.uk
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PHOTOGRAPHIC
RESTORATION

HIGH RESOLUTION
DIGITAL VERSIONS OF
YOUR OLD
PHOTOGRAPHS
FULL RESTORATION OR
CLEAN UP AND REPAIR
LOCAL BUSINESS/VERY
AFFORDABLEPRICES

FOR AFREE QUOTE
CALL OR EMAIL
DOMINIC ON

07466488473
partyportraits@hotmail

>

THE LAWNS

RESIDENTIAL CARE

Exceptional quality
accommodation for senior
adults and the elderly

24 hour care from
professional, caring staff

All set within beautiful
gardens and terraces.

School Lane, Alvechurch, B48 7SB
Tel: 0121 445 4098
Fax: 0121 445 4544
www.thelawnscare.co.uk

Kathryn Cdlinson

BA Hons, BEd Hons. ALCM

Lessons
from
20 minutes

to 1/
1 hour

Music tuition — All Styles

1 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar
1 Piano and Keyboard

1 For exams or just for fun

Maths and English Tuition
1 SATS / confidence building

1 Special needs

1 Ages from 5-11 years

Tel: 0121 445 3523
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Alvechurch Village Society

wlka& | FNYyStt 1t £{ /KFEANLSNEZ2ZY |

The Boxing Day traditional walk will start at 10.00am on 26th
December at the Lickey Hills visitor centre and will be led by
Norma amd Ray Yarnell (0121 445 5739 ).

The January walk will be at 2.30pm on Sunday 4th January,
andwillbetd 4! a SNNE bhighisarbtheNdfz | £ 1
series of my favourite local walks. The walk will start at

Tanyard Lane Car Park and will be led by Adrian Smith (07941
508881).

The January social event is the NEW YEAR QUIZ to be held in
the Village hall on Friday 23rd January, 7.30pm for an 8pm
start. This has become a sell out in recent years, so book your
table early. Bring Your Own drinks and nibbles night / Prizes /
Raffle and the proceeds are in aid of the Village Hall (ring Ray
Yarnell on 07931 328023/ 0121 445 5739 for details on
teams/ booking etc ).

Churches Together

The Churches Together Social event for Christian Unity week
will be a Shared Supper at the Ark, starting at 7.00pm on
Friday 23rd January 2015, followed by a Murder Mystery
Evening. The cost is £5, but please bring a plate of food for 6
people, and your own drinks.

There will be prizes for the

table /tables who can solve
thed 2 K2 I?dz;f)/)\ G

Tickets available from Elizabeth Richmond on 0121445 3569,
Rev. Fiona at the Baptist church, or Felicity on 0121 445 2371.



Christian Unity Week - 18/01 to 25/01

The Well is Deep

This year's theme comes to us from the churches of Brazil.
Brazilians, who have traditionally been tolerant of their
various social classes and ethnic groups, are now living
through a time of growing intolerance made manifest in high
levels of violence, especially against minorities and the
vulnerable. The logic that underpins this kind of behaviour is
competition for the religious market. Increasingly, in Brazil,
some Christian groups compete with one another for a place
on the mass media, for new members and for public funds.

The Brazilian churches have begun to recognise that
intolerance should be dealt with in a positive way -
respecting diversity and promoting dialogue as a permanent
path of reconciliation and peace in fidelity to the gospel. We
can share this recognition. Although the competition be-
tween churches is less obvious in our islands, we are well
aware that competition and violent discrimination lie
beneath the surface of our lives together. Jesus challenges us
to acknowledge that diversity is part of God's design, to
approach one another in trust and to see the face of God in
the face of all men and women.

Day 1

God of all peoples;

Give us strength and courage to go through Samaria

to meet our brothers and sisters from other churches.
Allow us to go with an open heart so we may learn from
each other.

In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

Day 2

Gracious God,

Often our churches are led to choose the logic of
competition.

Forgive our sin.

We are weary from this need to be first.

Allow us to rest at the well.

Refresh us with the water of unity drawn from our common
prayer.

In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen

James Giles
& Sons

A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS
ESTABLISHED 1916
Serving all communities
with dignity and
understanding

Private Chapel of Rest
Day and Night Service
Woodland Burial

Golden Charter and Help
the Aged Funeral Plans
1 Catering and Floral
Tributes

Telephone 01527 872318
24 Stourbridge Road
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0AE

=a = = -

The Leys Residential Home

Old Birmingham Road
Alvechurch B48 7TQ

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring
environment for later years.

For further information, or to arrange
a visit, please call

0121 445 5587

Private Tuition

for 5 — 11 year olds

English and Maths
and

Piano lessons for
beginners

Please call Jennifer,
an experienced
primary school

teacher on

0121 445 1947
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] & D Mason

—— OPTICIANS ——

Providing Quality Eyecare
For Over 30 Years

23 The Square
Alvechurch
B48 TLA
0121 447 8682

4 )
horl@qumpmg

* Letterheads

* Brochures

* Business cards

* Leaflets

* Labels

*Flyers

* Envelopes

www.harlequinprint.co.uk
Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk

26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Centre
Birmingham B30 3HZ

s T=g. Burcot Grange
.’( 5 . Residential
p- Care Setting for
< the Bldery

A unique blend of luxury country housg
living and quality forward thinking carej,
Burcot Grange is the perfect place ff
retirement living.

Long term care

Individually designed independent living
suites

Short stay convalescent and holiday
accommodation

For more information or to arrange a visi
go to www.burcotgrange.com
Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot,
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ.
0121 445 5552 admin@ burcotgrange cof
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Day 3
Risen Lord,
Help us to move beyond limited horizons of self,

through acknowledgement of our sin and seeing the divine in

the other.
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen

Day 4

Loving God,

Help us to learn from Jesus and the Samaritan,

so that the encounter opens for us new horizons of grace.
Help us to go beyond fear in following the call of your Son.
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen

Day 5

God, spring of the living water,

awaken us to the truth that the gifts of the other

are an expression of your unfathomable mystery.

Make us sit at the well together to drink from your water
which gathers us in unity and peace.

In the name of Jesus we pray.

Amen.

Day 6

Triune God,

Following Jesus’ example,

make us witnesses to your love.

May we become instruments of justice, peace and solidarity.
May your Spirit move us towards concrete actions that lead to

unity.

May walls be transformed into bridges.
In the name of Jesus we pray.

Amen.

Day 7

God of life, who calls us to justice and peace,

May our security come not from arms, but from respect.
May our force be not of violence, but of love.

May our wealth be not in money, but in sharing.

May our unity be not in the quest of power, but in the
vulnerable witness to do your will.

Open and confident, may we share today and forever, the
bread of solidarity,

justice and peace.

In the name of Jesus, who as a victim of our violence gave
forgiveness to us all,

Amen.



Letter from the Bishop of Dudley

| wonder how often you look in a mirror? And | wonder what
you see? Perhaps you pull a funny face and laugh. Or you pull
and tuck here and there to imagine what the plastic surgeon
could do to defy gravity. Or you cry, knowing that there is
hidden pain there. Or smile, knowing some hidden joy. Thank
goodness the bathroom is a private place!

At Christmas we looked into the manger and saw the face of
God in a vulnerable baby. At Epiphany we see the gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh reflected in his face with their
rich portents of future kingship, holiness and death. At
Candlemas we will hear again how Simeon and Anna, with the
wisdom gleaned from years of being in God's company, saw
the Messiah in the face of this baby brought to the Temple.

That face did not side with the ruler who beheaded his cousin,
John the Baptist, but with the victim. It did not side with those
who hated foreigners, as he himself had been a refugee. It did
not side with the powerful, but with the marginalised. Nor the
respectable, but with the scandalous. Or those deeply faithful
people who followed every dot of the religious law, but with
those whose lives were messy and complex. And ultimately
that face, blood-stained and bruised, turned to face the cross
at Golgotha.

At the centre of our hope in the future is the face of

Jesus. The face where we can look deeply and always find
love and joy, mercy and forgiveness. The face whose glory we
discover more and more as we live the words of the Psalmist,
‘your face, Lord, will | seek, hide not your face from me' (Ps
27.10-11).

We glimpse that face in the poorest, the lost, the least and the
lonely; those who the world so often forgets. At the end of
last year | was part of a group from the Diocese who visited
our link diocese of Peru. We visited a shanty town, built
amongst the rubble and graves of a community hit by a
massive earthquake to the south of Lima that killed 7000
people. There was no electricity and no water, with buildings
made from bamboo matting. As people gathered in the open-
air Anglican church, | saw resilient faces smiling and prayerful,
and in their eyes there was immense warmth and love as they
spoke about their great hope for the future in Jesus. They
had, as Saint Paul wrote, seen ‘the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ'.

8l
o~
Wiltshire Farm Foods

taking care of mealtimes

“Around 320
tasty frozen
meals
delivered direct
to your door.

(Not all at once,
that would be
greedy!)”

Call: 01384 262555

Stourbridge@wiltshirefarmfoods.co.uk

For your free Brochure....

Quality Carpenter
& Joiner

For all your building
needs, Furniture, Fire
Surrounds & fittings

RICHARD BENNETT

Peacehaven, Grange
Lane, Alvechurch,
Birmingham, B48 7DJ

Phone: 01527 66774
Mobile: 07966229582

e Lo
= ELECTRICIAN —

Fault Finding/ Repairs

Extra Lights and Sockets

New Fuse Boards

Rewires

Landilord Inspections

Qualified Electrician

Free Quotes

Fully Insured

Tidy Work

Reliable Service

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call Nat on

01527 878316 or 07791 923459

ymelectrical
e ot o s 54 (]
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ACCUO ACCOUNTING
LIMITED
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AND REGISTERED AUDITOR
40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH
TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445
Email: dand@accuo.co.uk
Website: www.accuo.co.uk

We offer a comprehensive service

including book-keeping, payroll,
VAT, accounts and taxation for sole

traders, pantnerships, chanties and
limsted companies.
Contact David or Susan Seeley to
discuss how we can help you.

Registered to carry out Audit work by
the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in England & Wales

THOMAS
BROTHERS

Funeral Directors

Prepayment Plan,
Private Chapels,

"Woodland Burial"
24 hour Personal Service

A family-owned funeral directors
offering a friendly, dignified service,
paying attention to detail.

12A Red Lion Street
Alvechurch B48 7LF
0121 445 3422
S.A.LF.

A, Sllon

* MEMORIALS -
Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

All Work
is to the
Highest
Standard

BRAMM

Showroom and Workshop
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,
Bromsgrove B60 1BH
Tel: (01527) 876200
07710976744
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Continues -

We also see Jesus' face in Christ-like people; people who
slowly take on his face by trying to live as he did. They are
not those who only think of themselves, but those who live
lives of love and service. Not those who trumpet their
achievements, but who quietly go on supporting others in
their community. Not those who chart ambitions, but those
who discover that in order to care for others they sometimes
have to leave behind their own futures.

Jesus calls us to travel in the company of those in whom we
see his face until that day when we will no longer see dimly in
a mirror but see his glory face to face.

Alvechurch Library Adult
Courses February 2015

Want to de-clutter after Christmas?
Want to make a little bit of extra cash?

Join us in Alvechurch Library on
Thursday 5th February at 2.30pm to learn
How to Buy and Sell online with Ebay.

The following Thursday, 12th February at 2.30pm there will
be the opportunity to learn How to Set up an Online Account
with Paypal. The cost of these two workshops will be £20
each for the 4 hours tuition and you do not have to do both
the courses. Please call 01905 822722 to book a place or call
in to Alvechurch Library to pay a deposit. Spaces will be
limited and need to be booked and paid for by the 26th of
January.

Fancy learning to play a musical instrument in the New
Year? Alvechurch Library is offering a ten week course of
Guitar for Beginners. Starting on Thursday 19th February,
2.30pm — 3.30pm and running until Thursday 23rd April. Bril-
liant value at £5 per hour, total cost £50 for the ten weeks.
Please call 01905 822722 to book a place or call in to Al-
vechurch Library to pay a deposit. Spaces will be limited and
need to be booked and paid for by the 1st of February.

l t JSOKdzZNOK [ AONINEB A& | odadx
Ay GKS KSENI 2F 22NOSaGSNBKAN
G2 KSfLI dza &dzll2 NI FyR GSI OK
2 dzNJ OQYdeyi\uedJ LT &2dz 1y2¢ &z
SYFAf FNRBY &2dzNJ g OKYSyd | yR
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mailto:AlvechurchLib@worcestershire.gov.uk

The Ark Café

The Ark Café reopens for out
customers in 2015 on January
15th.

The menu for January and
February will be as follows -

January 15 ROAST LAMB
January 22 GLAZED GAMMON
January 29 ROAST PORK
February 5 SOMERSET CHICKEN
February 12 ROAST LAMB

A note for our diary is the Beef Carvery Lunch which is on
March 26th.

We look forward to your continued support in 2015.

NewsStarts

NewsStarts is a project that .
provides free household goods
and emergency food parcels for
those in genuine need in
Bromsgrove and Redditch.

It re-uses unwanted household N EW

furniture and white goods and passes them on to people living
on benefits or low incomes. Sometimes goods are sold at
affordable prices to generate funds to support the project
which relies on the support of hardworking volunteers.

Newstarts will accept household furniture, electrical
appliances including fridges, washing machines, lighting,
sound systems. Also beds and bedding, floor coverings, textiles
and curtains and kitchen utensils, crockery and cutlery.

If anyone wishes to donate something, the phone number is
01527 882410. Anyone attending a service at St. Laurence's
can also bring food items with them to be collected.

Christmas Thanks

Many thanks to Colin and Lorina Bennett for supplying us with
this years Christmas tree, to Charlie and Tim Rice for the
transporting of the tree, to Gareth and John, for erecting the
tree and Lynda, Jill, and Joe for decorating.

BLUE-FROG-LOGS

Seasoned Logs & Kindling

Supplying Alvechurch
And Surrounding Villages

Hardwood - Softwood or Mixed
Alternative firewood (economical)

Free delivery
Free stacking

Standard and small log sizes
Different quantitiesavailable

www.bluefroglogs.com
07783 185 812 X

DR |

Do you need a
Helping Hand?

Our local care team has been
providing award winning quality
homecare since 1989.

We offer a homecare service from
30 minutes per week to full-time
Live-in Care, which enables you or
your loved one to remain at home
with compassion and dignity.

To find out how we can help,

cal: 01527 810 889 or

visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk

Pritchard Builders
Professional & High Quality
Building & Carmpentry
Upve Windows & Doors
Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting
Plastering & Tiling
Painting & Decorating
Fencing, Insurance Work
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
'11-0121459 6488
1107926373978
Latimer Road, Alvechurch
Established 35 Years
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Kids Corner é

Winter Cr'osswor'd
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. no two are alike

. tuxedo with feathers

. light a fire here to keep warm on chilly days
. winter's favorite color

. twelve sticks and one puck

: PR
. frosty fellow with a carrot nose @ @

L]

U

Down

I -2 2L S

. grandma will knit you one to keep you warm

. winter vehicle for off road travel

. some animals do this all winter

. white teddy

. covers for cozy hands

. strap two sticks on your feet and swoosh down a hill

Answers on page 14
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Obituary
Mary Glaze

Mary Glaze was born in
Tipton on 5th September
1926 one of two children
born to Alfred and Doris
Beesley. She and her
brother Michael grew up
in Quinton. She
completed her education at George Dixon
Grammar School, City Rd and went to work at
Barclays Bank in town.

At the age of 25 she married Neville Cutts. They
met through the Cycling Club; ¥ b 2 NIi K

2 2 NDS A G SNA K, bfNEich slud sheR
became Treasurer and Secretary.

They had been married for four years, and had
two children, Lizzy and Peter, when they put
down a deposit on a brand new house in Callow
Hill Rd, Alvechurch, which Neville would never
live in; forin August of that year he met with a
serious road accident while making an attempt
on the tandem cycling record for the two-way
journey between Birmingham and Bristol. He
died three weeks later without gaining
consciousness. However, Mary and children
moved to Alvechurch. She was married for the
second time, (in St Laurence Church), to Bill

Mary was a woman of many skills; baking,
dressmaking, making curtains and lamp shades,
knitting, crochet and embroidery, (for which
she had a City & Guilds certificate), gold work
and bookbinding; whilst among her sporting
prowess's were: swimming and life-saving, (of
which she was a coach), cycling, a Cricket Club
V.I.P., and she was adept at crown-green
bowls.

She adored her grandchildren, who
reciprocated in their love and admiration for
the skills and advice she imparted to them.

Megan is reported as saying, { KS 6 |
grhaSy o0dzi ALI NARYy3I ¢
fAAGSYINHESWSYW Gt a

2 é]i({(Q LIN} Oa OF t KSf LE
She loved music; (classical, and jazz), also the
theatre, and would take her children to
Stratford to see Shakespeare plays. Until
comparatively recently she was one of those on
the rota at St. Laurence’s to lead the
intercessions and the epistle on Sunday
Mornings, was also a member of the Women's
Fellowship, and attended Thursday lunchtimes
in‘¢ KS . It Wak H@r Christian faith that was
the hall-mark of a life that had its share of
sorrows, but was notable for an indomitable
zest for involving herself in community and its
well-being.

Glaze, whom she also met through cycling. They Mary died after a period of failing health, and a

had a daughter, Carrie, who tragically died in
middle-age.

Mary worked as receptionist for Dr Vollam and
junior partner Dr Pickworth in Bear Hill, and
then moved to "the shed" (as it was known) in
Barnt Green with Dr Pickworth when Dr Vollam
retired. She eventually became practice
manager, from which job she retired at 65 in
1991 after a total of 28 years at the job.

During her life she had enjoyed membership of
the Amateur Dramatic Club, was treasurer at
Alvechurch W.I., and later functioned as County
Advisor for Worcestershire Federation of W.l.s.
She had been Treasurer for the League of
Friends Coffee Shop at the Alexandra Hospital
and was a proof-reader for the Redditch
Advertiser.

short stay at Grosvenor House care-home, on
8th November, and her funeral on 25th, was
attended by her family, at Redditch
Crematorium, and was followed by a
commemoration of her life in St Laurence
Church, attended by a large congregation, both
services being conducted by Dick Russell,
Licensed Lay Minister at St Laurence’s, and long
-time friend of the family. He spoke of Mary’s
remarkable attributes of faith, hope and love,
following the reading from a passage of St
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, a
favourite of hers. Her son, Peter, (a church
minister, resident in Cardiff), gave a eulogy of
her life, and granddaughter, Megan recited a
poem by Elizabeth Fry. This was followed by a
reception in The Ark.
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Flowers For January 2015

4 January 11 January 18 January 25 January
Sanctuary Lynda Betty Davies
Wolstencroft

Lady Chapel Lynda Betty Davies
Wolstencroft

In memory of Ken Broadway Arthur "Fred"
Davies

Parish Prayers for January 2015

Prayers will be offered by St Laurence Church for the residents of the following roads

4th January - St Laurence Close
11th January - Station Road
18th January - Stonehouse Lane
25th January - Storrage Lane
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* Rowney Green Horticultural Society

ROWNEY GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY meets at the Peace Hall on the second Thursday

each month at 7.30pm.

The Guest speaker will be Phil Aubury, former director of Birmingham Botanical Gardens

and his topic on the evening will be "Grow and Sow" - vegetables, fruit and flowers growing

and exhibiting.
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Winter Crossword (answers from page 12)
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Rector
Licensed Lay Ministers

Authorised Lay Ministers

Churchwardens

Deputy Wardens

PCC Secretary

PCC Treasurer

Organist & Choirmaster
Electoral Roll Officer
Tower Captain

Singing Group

Mum’s the Word
Flower Co-ordinator
Women’s Fellowship
Ark Booking Secretary )
& Grapevine advertising )
Grapevine Editor)

Finance and Standing Committee

Who' s

To be confirmed, The Rectory, School Lane, 445 1087
stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk

Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd, 445 3083
Ms Sue Phillips, Withybed Green, 445 3620
Mrs Helena Allen, 117 Birmingham Road, 445 5605
Mr Phil Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468
Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547
Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive, 445 1854
Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983
Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547
Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468
Mrs Annette Thomas, 8 Snake Lane, 445 5180
Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547
Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451
Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077
Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road, 445 5955
Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569
Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293
Mrs Enid Brumsen, 32 Callow Hill Road, 445 0663
Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547
Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane,445 3569
Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335
Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road ,01527 64077
Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212

Mrs Kate Grove, 07773509390
Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668

Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road, 445 2125
Mr lan Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955
thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk

PCC Special Responsibilities

Task Committee

Graham Clark Mick Fletcher Jill Woolley Bob Dale
Alison Smith Bob Dale Alison Smith Sue Phillips
Janet Wright Martin Allen

Children and Youth Committee Peru and Missionary Committee
Martin Allen Mick Fletcher Sue Phillips Dick Russell

Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste
Buildings, Fabric and Churchyard Committee

Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett

David Richmond Jill Woolley

Janet Wright Andy Humphries
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Calendar for JANUARY

Sunday 4 2.30pm  Alvechurch Village Society: ! aSNNE bSg , SI NJ 2|
Starts at Tanyard Lane Car Park

Thursday 8 9.30am  Mums The Word: The Ark
10.15am Tiny Tots Service: Church
No café today
7.30pm Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Talk by Phil Aubury,
former director of Birmingham Botanical Gardens: Peace Hall

Sunday 7 2.30pm  Alvechurch Village Society: 4 U a @& Cl @2dzZNA (S w2 4
2 Ay (i S NFHMeet atiRdwhefGteen Village Hall

Thursday 15 9.30am Mums The Word: The Ark
12.15pm Ark Café reopens: Roast Lamb

Friday 16 January GRAPEVINE GOESTO PRESS Nb Of S&a (2 GKSIFNJ I+t @S0
Sunday 18 to Sunday 25 CHRISTIAN UNITY WEEK

Thursday 22 9.30am  Mums The Word: The Ark
12.15pm Ark Café: Glazed Gammon

Friday 23 7.00pm  Churches Together: Shared Supper & Murder Mystery: The Ark
7.30pm  Alvechurch Village Society: NEW YEAR QUIZ: Village Hall

Wednesday 28  2.00pm St Laurence Women's Fellowship: Visit from a Pantomime Dame

Thursday 29 9.30am  Mums The Word: The Ark
12.15pm Ark Café: Roast Pork

Friday 31 7.00pm Stained Glass Windows Appeal QUIZ: The Ark

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ.
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