
Page 1  

The 

rapevine G 

JANUARY 2015 

THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF ST LAURENCE CHURCH ALVECHURCH 

Online at www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org 



Page 2 

St Laurence Church Alvechurch 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
In St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the Church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in Church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07773509390) 
   Tiny Tots Service 10.15.am 2nd Thursday of the month 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursdays, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
 

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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Jill Woolley Writes...  
 
On behalf of St Laurence 
Church, may I wish you 
all a very Happy New 
Year filled with God’s 
blessings. 
 
 
 

The hustle and bustle of Christmas is now 
gone and we stand on the brink of a New 
Year. January, the first month, is named after 
the Roman god Janus who was portrayed with 
two faces- one looking backwards and one 
forwards. So here at St Laurence we are at the 
beginning of a new stage in our Church life. 
The time of Interregnum, where we have 
been without a Vicar, is coming to an end but, 
with a lot of hard work from many people we 
have kept the life of the Parish ticking over.  
 

We are grateful for the help of Rev. Garth 
Nathaniel, our Rural Dean, and the clergy in 
the Deanery and beyond who have conducted 
services for us. With their help and with the 
work of our Lay Readers, Dick Russell and Sue 
Phillips, we have managed to keep the four 
Sunday services going and also cover funerals 
and baptisms. Many weddings have been held 
too, thanks to arrangements made with Alison 
Smith and conducted by Rev Peter Holzapfel.  
 

Our Churchwardens, Graham Clarke and 
Michael Fletcher, have done yeoman service 
with the help of Ian Price, our Parish 
administrator, in keeping the day-to-day 
running of the Parish going smoothly. Many 
members of the congregation have 
contributed in various ways. We thank them 
all. 

 

So to the future, when we look forward to 
welcoming Rev Richard Bubbers and his wife, 
Sally. They will be moving into the Rectory 
along with their two dogs and one cat soon. 
Richard will be Licensed to begin his work as 
Priest-in-Charge of Alvechurch and as a 
member of the Faith at Work team in 

Redditch at a special service to be held in St 
Laurence Church on February 12th 2015 
which will be attended by the Bishop, the 
Archdeacon and the Rural Dean, along with 
other local clergy and local community 
representatives. During this symbolic service 
Richard will be inducted into the various 
duties he will perform in the life of the Parish. 
Everyone will be welcome to attend this 
service. Details will be available when all the 
arrangements have been made.  

 

So begins a new era in the life of St Laurence 
Church and of the Parish. Richard will be 52nd 
in a long line of incumbents stretching back to 
1288. He will have to balance his job as Priest-
in-Charge and his work spreading faith in the 
work places of Redditch. We pray that he and 
his family will be happy amongst us in 
Alvechurch and that he will find fulfilment in 
all his work. 

 

St Laurence Women’s 
Fellowship 
 

A Happy New Year to everyone. At our 
November meeting Jessica Lindon gave us 
hands on experience of Rag-Rugging and told us 
something of its history.  
 

We start our New Year programme on January 
28th with a visit from Richard Westcott who will 
demonstrate the make-up and show us his 
Pantomime Dame costumes. 
 

On February 25th we will have a more serious 
meeting when Nigel Higgenbottam will talk 
about Estate Planning and making a Will. 
 

The last meeting before our year end is on 
March 25th when Sheila Tremellen MBE gives a 
talk entitled άCǊƻƳ YŜƴƴŜƭǎ ǘƻ .ǳŎƪƛƴƎƘŀƳ 
tŀƭŀŎŜ Ǿƛŀ ¢ŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴέΦ 
 

Come and join us in the Tanyard Centre but 
beware of the parking restrictions. You will 
be most welcome. 
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As The Old Glides Out,  
The New Tapers In                                  
                                                                         
 DƻǊŘƻƴ tŀǊǎƻƴǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΦΦΦ  
 This month Gordon Parsons draws our attention to the words 
of St. Paul in the letter he wrote to the people of Corinth: ϦLŦ 
ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴΣ ƻƭŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ 
ŀǿŀȅΤ ōŜƘƻƭŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿΦϦ   
 
This seems appropriate at the start of a new year.  One of the 
main messages of the New Testament is regeneration, 
newness of life.  We are promised that, because Jesus came 
into the world, we have a new and closer relationship with 
God.  Jesus showed us how much we are loved.   
 
Because of this, we can depend on God whatever our lives 
bring; there is nothing he cannot forgive or change if we ask 
him.  When we pray together, we have God's promise that he 
listens and knowing this changes discouragement into joy and 
hope. HAPPY NEW YEAR.  
 

The Midland Sinfonia 
 

Saturday 7 February 7:30pm 
Artrix, Bromsgrove 

 

The Midland Sinfonia play ’From Tragedy to Triumph’ 
Richard Laing, conductor 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Beethoven – Overture ‘Coriolan’ 
Beethoven – Symphony no.4 

Mozart – Don Giovanni Overture 
Haydn – Symphony no. 104 ‘London’ 

 

Tickets, £16, children accompanying an adult free; FT 
students with NUS card free  

can be booked at www.artrix.co.uk 01527 577330. 

Huntleys  

Funeral Services  

Serving your community for 130 years  
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors  

of d istinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail  

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION  

01 527 892900  

    12 Feckenham  Road    
Astwood Bank  

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch  

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Pla n 

 

 

 

 

http://www.artrix.co.uk/
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 Garden Centre  
Opening hours  

Mon- Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4  
 

  Woodwork  

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance  
 

Support your local cha rity which offe rs peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real wo rld of wo rk.  

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955  

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION  

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

Stained Glass Windows 
.ŀǊōŀǊŀ DǊƛŶǘƘǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΧ 
 
The list of articles for the Auction is gradually growing.   
Further additions are one hour’s gardening from Albert 
Whurr (a member of the choir) coupled with a £5 Gift 
Voucher from Webbs – an ideal start to spring planting and 
gardening; a 6 place-setting china tea service with sandwich 
plate and bowl; a red glass pedestal bowl; Sunday lunch for 
4 people plus complementary bottle of wine at the Holliday 
Inn, Kidderminster Road;  Cut and Blow Dry by Imaginations 
Alvechurch;  Dreamlight Tea Light Holder from “Its a Gift”, 
Barnt Green; China cup, saucer and plate from The Tea 
Shop, Barnt Green; plus an almost new Corby Trouser Press.  
As you can see, the list is becoming varied which makes it 
more interesting – I am hoping the variety will attract     
people to the Auction. 
 
I would like to thank those who have already donated    
articles, these are much appreciated.  I will be giving a final 
taster in the February Grapevine but until then further items 
would still be appreciated so please contact me on 0121 445 
3041 if you have anything to donate. 
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Alvechurch Village Society 
wŀȅ ¸ŀǊƴŜƭƭ !±{ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΦΦΦ 
 
The Boxing Day traditional walk will start at 10.00am on 26th 
December at the Lickey Hills visitor centre and will be led by 
Norma amd Ray Yarnell ( 0121 445 5739 ). 
  
The January walk  will be at 2.30pm on Sunday 4th January, 
and will be ϥϥ! aŜǊǊȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ²ŀƭƪϥϥ which is another of a 
series of my favourite local walks. The walk will start at 
Tanyard Lane Car Park and will be led by Adrian Smith (07941 
508881). 
  
The January social event is the NEW YEAR QUIZ to be held in 
the Village hall on Friday 23rd January, 7.30pm for an 8pm 
start. This has become a sell out in recent years, so book your 
table early.  Bring Your Own drinks and nibbles night / Prizes /
Raffle and the proceeds are in aid of the Village Hall (ring Ray 
Yarnell on 07931 328023/ 0121 445 5739 for details on 
teams/ booking etc ). 
 
 

Churches Together 
 

The Churches Together Social event for Christian Unity week 
will be a Shared Supper at the Ark, starting at 7.00pm on 
Friday 23rd January 2015, followed by a Murder Mystery 
Evening. The cost is £5, but please bring a plate of food for 6 
people, and your own drinks. 
 
 
 

There will be prizes for the 
table /tables who can solve 
the ά²ƘƻŘǳƴƴƛǘέΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
Tickets available from Elizabeth Richmond on 0121445 3569, 
Rev. Fiona at the Baptist church, or Felicity on 0121 445 2371. 

 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
¶ Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

¶ Piano and Keyboard 

¶ For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
¶ SATS / confidence building 

¶ Special needs 

¶ Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
 



Page 7 

 

The Leys Residential Home  

Old Birmingham Road  

Alvechurch B48 7TQ  

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years.  

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call  

0121 445 5587  

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

¶ Private Chapel of Rest 

¶ Day and Night Service 

¶ Woodland Burial 

¶ Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

¶ Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

Christian Unity Week - 18/01 to 25/01 

The Well is Deep 
 

This year's theme comes to us from the churches of Brazil. 
Brazilians, who have traditionally been tolerant of their  
various social classes and ethnic groups, are now living 
through a time of growing intolerance made manifest in high 
levels of violence, especially against minorities and the  
vulnerable. The logic that underpins this kind of behaviour is 
competition for the religious market. Increasingly, in Brazil, 
some Christian groups compete with one another for a place 
on the mass media, for new members and for public funds.  
 

The Brazilian churches have begun to recognise that  
intolerance should be dealt with in a positive way -  
respecting diversity and promoting dialogue as a permanent 
path of reconciliation and peace in fidelity to the gospel. We 
can share this recognition. Although the competition be-
tween churches is less obvious in our islands, we are well 
aware that competition and violent discrimination lie  
beneath the surface of our lives together. Jesus challenges us 
to acknowledge that diversity is part of God's design, to  
approach one another in trust and to see the face of God in 
the face of all men and women. 
 
 

Day 1 
God of all peoples; 
Give us strength and courage to go through Samaria 
to meet our brothers and sisters from other churches. 
Allow us to go with an open heart so we may learn from 
each other. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 
Day 2 
Gracious God, 
Often our churches are led to choose the logic of  
competition. 
Forgive our sin. 
 
We are weary from this need to be first. 
Allow us to rest at the well. 
Refresh us with the water of unity drawn from our common 
prayer. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen  
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com 

Day 3 
Risen Lord, 
Help us to move beyond limited horizons of self, 
through acknowledgement of our sin and seeing the divine in 
the other. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen 
 
Day 4 
Loving God, 
Help us to learn from Jesus and the Samaritan, 
so that the encounter opens for us new horizons of grace. 
Help us to go beyond fear in following the call of your Son. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen 
 
Day 5 
God, spring of the living water, 
awaken us to the truth that the gifts of the other 
are an expression of your unfathomable mystery. 
Make us sit at the well together to drink from your water 
which gathers us in unity and peace. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Day 6 
Triune God, 
Following Jesus’ example, 
make us witnesses to your love. 
May we become instruments of justice, peace and  solidarity. 
May your Spirit move us towards concrete actions that lead to 
unity. 
May walls be transformed into bridges. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Day 7 
God of life, who calls us to justice and peace, 
May our security come not from arms, but from respect. 
May our force be not of violence, but of love. 
May our wealth be not in money, but in sharing. 
May our unity be not in the quest of power, but in the  
vulnerable witness to do your will. 
Open and confident, may we share today and forever, the 
bread of solidarity, 
justice and peace. 
In the name of Jesus, who as a victim of our violence gave 
forgiveness to us all, 
Amen. 
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 Letter from the Bishop of Dudley 
 
I wonder how often you look in a mirror?  And I wonder what 
you see?  Perhaps you pull a funny face and laugh.  Or you pull 
and tuck here and there to imagine what the plastic surgeon 
could do to defy gravity.  Or you cry, knowing that there is 
hidden pain there.  Or smile, knowing some hidden joy.  Thank 
goodness the bathroom is a private place! 
 
At Christmas we looked into the manger and saw the face of 
God in a vulnerable baby.  At Epiphany we see the gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh reflected in his face with their 
rich portents of future kingship, holiness and death.  At 
Candlemas we will hear again how Simeon and Anna, with the 
wisdom gleaned from years of being in God's company, saw 
the Messiah in the face of this baby brought to the Temple. 
 
That face did not side with the ruler who beheaded his cousin, 
John the Baptist, but with the victim.  It did not side with those 
who hated foreigners, as he himself had been a refugee.  It did 
not side with the powerful, but with the marginalised.  Nor the 
respectable, but with the scandalous.  Or those deeply faithful 
people who followed every dot of the religious law, but with 
those whose lives were messy and complex.  And ultimately 
that face, blood-stained and bruised, turned to face the cross 
at Golgotha. 
 
At the centre of our hope in the future is the face of 
Jesus.  The face where we can look deeply and always find 
love and joy, mercy and forgiveness.  The face whose glory we 
discover more and more as we live the words of the Psalmist, 
‘your face, Lord, will I seek, hide not your face from me' (Ps 
27.10-11). 
 
We glimpse that face in the poorest, the lost, the least and the 
lonely; those who the world so often forgets.  At the end of 
last year I was part of a group from the Diocese who visited 
our link diocese of Peru.  We visited a shanty town, built 
amongst the rubble and graves of a community hit by a 
massive earthquake to the south of Lima that killed 7000 
people.  There was no electricity and no water, with buildings 
made from bamboo matting.  As people gathered in the open-
air Anglican church, I saw resilient faces smiling and prayerful, 
and in their eyes there was immense warmth and love as they 
spoke about their great hope for the future in Jesus.  They 
had, as Saint Paul wrote, seen ‘the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ'. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

THOMAS 

BROTHERS  

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

Continues -  
 

We also see Jesus' face in Christ-like people; people who 
slowly take on his face by trying to live as he did.  They are 
not those who only think of themselves, but those who live 
lives of love and service.  Not those who trumpet their 
achievements, but who quietly go on supporting others in 
their community.  Not those who chart ambitions, but those 
who discover that in order to care for others they sometimes 
have to leave behind their own futures. 
Jesus calls us to travel in the company of those in whom we 
see his face until that day when we will no longer see dimly in 
a mirror but see his glory face to face.  
 

Alvechurch Library Adult 
Courses February 2015 
 

Want to de-clutter after Christmas?  
Want to make a little bit of extra cash?  
 

Join us in Alvechurch Library on  
Thursday 5th February at 2.30pm to learn  
How to Buy and Sell online with Ebay.  
 

The following Thursday, 12th February at 2.30pm there will 
be the opportunity to learn How to Set up an Online Account 
with Paypal. The cost of these two workshops will be £20 
each for the 4 hours tuition and you do not have to do both 
the courses. Please call 01905 822722 to book a place or call 
in to Alvechurch Library to pay a deposit. Spaces will be    
limited and need to be booked and paid for by the 26th of 
January. 
 

Fancy learning to play a musical instrument in the New 
Year?  Alvechurch Library is offering a ten week course of 
Guitar for Beginners. Starting on Thursday 19th February, 
2.30pm – 3.30pm and running until Thursday 23rd April. Bril-
liant value at £5 per hour, total cost £50 for the ten weeks. 
Please call 01905 822722 to book a place or call in to Al-
vechurch Library to pay a deposit. Spaces will be limited and 
need to be booked and paid for by the 1st of February. 
 

!ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ōǳǎȅΣ ƭƛǾŜƭȅΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ōŀǎƛŎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǇȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǧŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŀǊŜ 
ǘƘŜƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ƭȅǎƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀǘ !ƭπ
ǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻǊ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Iǳō ƻƴ лмфлр уннтнн ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ 
!ƭȅǎƻƴ ƻǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜƭȅ 9Ƴŀƛƭ -
!ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ[ƛōϪǿƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜΦƎƻǾΦǳƪ 

mailto:AlvechurchLib@worcestershire.gov.uk
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The Ark Café 
 

The Ark Café reopens for out 
customers in 2015 on January 
15th. 
 

The menu for January and 
February will be as follows -  
 

January 15 ROAST LAMB 
January 22 GLAZED GAMMON 
January 29 ROAST PORK 
February 5 SOMERSET CHICKEN 
February 12 ROAST LAMB 
 

A note for our diary is the Beef Carvery Lunch which is on 
March 26th. 
 

We look forward to your continued support in 2015. 
 

NewStarts 
 

NewStarts is a project that 
provides free household goods 
and emergency  food parcels for 
those in genuine need in 
Bromsgrove and Redditch.   
 

It  re-uses unwanted household 
furniture and white goods and passes them on to people living 
on benefits or low incomes. Sometimes goods are sold at 
affordable prices to generate funds to support the project 
which relies on the support of hardworking volunteers. 
 

Newstarts will accept household furniture, electrical 
appliances including fridges, washing machines, lighting, 
sound systems. Also beds and bedding, floor coverings, textiles 
and curtains and kitchen utensils, crockery and cutlery.   
 

If anyone wishes to donate something, the phone number is 
01527 882410.  Anyone attending a service at St. Laurence's 
can also bring food items with them to be collected. 
 

Christmas Thanks 
 

Many thanks to Colin and Lorina Bennett for supplying us with 
this years Christmas tree, to Charlie and Tim Rice for the 
transporting of the tree, to Gareth and John, for erecting the 
tree and Lynda, Jill, and Joe for decorating. 
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Kids Corner 
 

 

Answers on page 14 
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Obituary 
Mary Glaze 
 

Mary Glaze was born in 
Tipton on 5th September 
1926 one of two children 
born to Alfred and Doris 
Beesley. She and her 
brother Michael grew up 
in Quinton. She 
completed her education at George Dixon 
Grammar School, City Rd and went to work at 
Barclays Bank in town. 
 

At the age of 25 she married Neville Cutts. They 
met through the Cycling Club; ΨbƻǊǘƘ 
²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜ wƻŀŘ /ƭǳōΩ, of which club she 
became Treasurer and Secretary.  
 

They had been married for four years, and had 
two children, Lizzy and Peter, when they put 
down a deposit on a brand new house in Callow 
Hill Rd, Alvechurch, which Neville would never 
live in;  for in August of that year he met with a 
serious road accident while making an attempt 
on the tandem cycling record for the two-way 
journey between Birmingham and Bristol. He 
died three weeks later without gaining 
consciousness. However, Mary and children 
moved to Alvechurch. She was married for the 
second time, (in St Laurence Church), to Bill 
Glaze, whom she also met through cycling. They 
had a daughter, Carrie, who tragically died in 
middle-age. 
 

Mary worked as receptionist for Dr Vollam and 
junior partner Dr Pickworth in Bear Hill, and 
then moved to "the shed" (as it was known) in 
Barnt Green with Dr Pickworth when Dr Vollam 
retired. She eventually became practice 
manager, from which job she retired at 65 in 
1991 after a total of 28 years at the job. 
 

During her life she had enjoyed membership of 
the Amateur Dramatic Club, was treasurer at 
Alvechurch W.I., and later functioned as County 
Advisor for Worcestershire Federation of W.I.s.  
She had been Treasurer for the League of 
Friends Coffee Shop at the  Alexandra Hospital 
and was a proof-reader for the Redditch 
Advertiser.  

Mary was a woman of many skills; baking, 
dressmaking, making curtains and lamp shades, 
knitting, crochet and embroidery, (for which 
she had a City & Guilds certificate), gold work 
and bookbinding; whilst among her sporting 
prowess's were: swimming and life-saving, (of 
which she was a coach), cycling, a Cricket Club 
V.I.P.,  and she was adept at crown-green 
bowls. 
 

She adored her grandchildren, who 
reciprocated in their love and admiration for 
the skills and advice she imparted to them. 

Megan is reported as saying, “{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǿƛǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǎǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭΦ ! ƎƻƻŘ 
ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊΣ ƴƻƴ-ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǜǳƭέΦ 

 

She loved music; (classical, and jazz), also the 
theatre, and would take her children to 
Stratford to see Shakespeare plays. Until 
comparatively recently she was one of those on 
the rota at St. Laurence’s to lead the 
intercessions and the epistle on Sunday 
Mornings, was also a member of the Women’s 
Fellowship, and attended Thursday lunchtimes 
in ‘¢ƘŜ !ǊƪΩ.  It was her Christian faith that was 
the hall-mark of a life that had its share of 
sorrows, but was notable for an indomitable 
zest for involving herself  in community and its 
well-being. 

 

Mary died after a period of failing health, and a 
short stay at Grosvenor House care-home, on 
8th November, and her funeral on 25th, was 
attended by her family, at Redditch 
Crematorium, and was followed by a 
commemoration of her life in St Laurence 
Church, attended by a large congregation, both 
services being conducted by Dick Russell, 
Licensed Lay Minister at St Laurence’s, and long
-time friend of the family. He spoke of  Mary’s 
remarkable attributes of faith, hope and love, 
following the reading from a passage of St 
Paul’s First Letter to the  Corinthians, a 
favourite of  hers.  Her son, Peter, (a church 
minister, resident in Cardiff),  gave a eulogy of 
her life, and granddaughter, Megan recited a 
poem by Elizabeth Fry. This was followed by a 
reception in The Ark. 
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Flowers For January 2015 

(answers  from page 12) 

  4 January 11 January 18 January 25 January 

Sanctuary   Lynda  
Wolstencroft 

 Betty Davies 

Lady Chapel   Lynda  
Wolstencroft 

 Betty Davies 

In memory of   Ken Broadway  Arthur "Fred"  
Davies 

Rowney Green Horticultural Society 
 

ROWNEY GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY meets at the Peace Hall on the second Thursday 
each month at 7.30pm.  
 

The Guest speaker will be Phil Aubury, former director of Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
and his topic on the evening will be "Grow and Sow" - vegetables, fruit and flowers growing 
and exhibiting. 

Parish Prayers for January 2015 
Prayers will be offered by St Laurence Church for the residents of the following roads 
4th January - St Laurence Close 
11th January - Station Road 
18th January - Stonehouse Lane 
25th January - Storrage Lane 
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Rector To be confirmed, The Rectory, School Lane, 445 1087 

       stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd, 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Phillips, Withybed Green, 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham Road, 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive, 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas, 8 Snake Lane, 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road, 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen, 32 Callow Hill Road, 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane,445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road ,01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Kate Grove, 07773509390 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road, 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor)  
  

Finance and Standing Committee  Task Committee  

Graham Clark Mick Fletcher Jill Woolley Bob Dale 
Alison Smith Bob Dale Alison Smith Sue Phillips 

Janet Wright  Martin Allen  

Children and Youth  Committee Peru and Missionary Committee 
Martin Allen Mick Fletcher Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste 
   
Buildings, Fabric and Churchyard  Committee   

Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett   

David Richmond Jill Woolley  
Janet Wright Andy Humphries  
    

PCC Special Responsibilities  

Who’s who 

mailto:stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk
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Calendar for JANUARY 
 

 

 
 
 
Sunday 4  2.30pm   Alvechurch Village Society: ά! aŜǊǊȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ²ŀƭƪϥϥ 
     Starts at Tanyard Lane Car Park 
 

Thursday 8 9.30am   Mums The Word: The Ark 
  10.15am   Tiny Tots Service: Church 
      No café today 
  7.30pm   Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Talk by Phil Aubury, 
     former director of Birmingham Botanical Gardens: Peace Hall 
 

Sunday 7  2.30pm   Alvechurch Village Society: ϥϥaȅ CŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ wƻǿƴŜȅ DǊŜŜƴ 
     ²ƛƴǘŜǊϥǎ ²ŀƭƪϥϥ: Meet at Rowney Green Village Hall 
 
 

Thursday 15 9.30am   Mums The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café reopens:  Roast Lamb 
 
Friday 16  January GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜŀǊƪŀƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
 
Sunday 18 to Sunday 25    CHRISTIAN UNITY WEEK  
 
 

Thursday 22 9.30am   Mums The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café: Glazed Gammon 
 
Friday 23  7.00pm   Churches Together: Shared Supper & Murder Mystery: The Ark 
  7.30pm   Alvechurch Village Society: NEW YEAR QUIZ: Village Hall 
 
Wednesday 28 2.00pm   St Laurence Women's Fellowship: Visit from a Pantomime Dame 
 
Thursday 29 9.30am   Mums The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café: Roast Pork 
 
Friday 31  7.00pm   Stained Glass Windows Appeal QUIZ: The Ark 
 

 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 


